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S-1402. 3

SENATE BI LL 5988

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Ei de, Long, Finkbeiner, Goings, Zarelli,
Pat t erson, Hargrove, Gardner, Kline, Franklin, Kohl-Wlles, B. Shel don,
W nsl ey and Rasnussen

Read first tine 02/18/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to revising judicial truancy provisions; and
anendi ng RCW 28A. 225. 030 and 28A. 225. 035.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.225.030 and 1996 ¢ 134 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If achildis required to attend school under RCW 28A. 225. 010
and if the actions taken by a school district under RCW28A. 225. 020 are
not successful in substantially reducing an enrol |l ed student’ s absences
frompublic school, not later than the seventh unexcused absence by a
child within any nonth during the current school year or not |ater than
the tenth unexcused absence during the current school year the school
district shall file a petition and supporting affidavit for a civi
action with the juvenile court alleging a violation of RCW28A. 225. 010:
(a) By the parent; (b) by the child; or (c) by the parent and the
child. Except as provided in this subsection, no additional docunments
need be filed with the petition.

(2) The district shall not later than the fifth unexcused absence
in a nonth:
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(a) Enter into an agreenent with a student and parent that
est abl i shes school attendance requirenents;

(b) Refer a student to a conmunity truancy board as defined in RCW
28A. 225.025. The community truancy board shall enter into an agreenent
with the student and parent that establishes school attendance
requi renents and take other appropriate actions to reduce the child' s
absences; or

(c) File a petition under subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The petition may be filed by a school district enployee who is
not an attorney.

(4) If the school district fails to file a petition under this
section, the parent of a child with five or nore unexcused absences in
any nonth during the current school year or upon the tenth unexcused
absence during the current school year may file a petition with the
juvenile court alleging a violation of RCW 28A. 225. 010.

(5) The district may attenpt to serve the petition required under
subsection (4) of this section on the student using certified mail,
return receipt requested. 1In the event service is not achieved, the
district shall provide service in person

Sec. 2. RCW28A 225.035 and 1997 ¢ 68 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A petition for a civil action under RCW 28A. 225.030 shall
consist of a witten notification to the court alleging that:

(a) The child has unexcused absences during the current school
year;

(b) Actions taken by the school district have not been successful
in substantially reducing the child s absences from school; and

(c) Court intervention and supervision are necessary to assist the
school district or parent to reduce the child s absences from school.

(2) The petition shall set forth the nane, age, school, and
residence of the child and the nanmes and residence of the child s
parents.

(3) The petition shall set forth facts that support the all egations
inthis section and shall generally request relief avail abl e under this
chapt er and provide infornmation about what the court m ght order under
RCW 28A. 225. 090.

(4) When a petition is filed under RCW 28A. 225. 030, the juvenile
court shall schedule a hearing at which the court shall consider the
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petition. However, a hearing shall not be required if other actions by
the court would substantially reduce the child s unexcused absences.
When a hearing is held, the court shall:

(a) Separately notify the child, the parent of the child, and the
school district of the hearing;

(b) Notify the parent and the child of their rights to present
evi dence at the hearing; and

(c) Notify the parent and the child of the options and rights
avai | abl e under chapter 13. 32A RCW

(5) The court may require the attendance of both the child and the
parents at any hearing on a petition filed under RCW 28A. 225. 030.

(6) The court may permt the first hearing to be held wthout
requiring that either party be represented by | egal counsel, and to be
held without a guardian ad litemfor the child under RCW4. 08. 050. At
the request of the school district, the court may permt a school
district representative who i s not an attorney to represent the school
district at any future hearings.

(7) 1If the allegations in the petition are established by a
pr eponderance of the evidence, the court shall grant the petition and
enter an order assumng jurisdiction to intervene for the period of
time determned by the court, after considering the facts alleged in

the petition and the circunstances of the juvenile, to nost likely
cause the juvenile to return to and remain in school while the juvenile
is subject to this chapter. 1n no case may the order expire before the

end of the school year in which it is entered. The order entered by
the court may consist, entirely or in part, of adoption of an agreenent
previously entered into between a comunity truancy board and the
student under RCW 28A. 225.030(2)(b). The court may, if the schoo
district and community truancy board agree, permt the truancy board to
provi de continued supervision over the student and report on conpliance
with the order

(8) If the court assunes jurisdiction, the school district shal
regularly report to the court any additional unexcused absences by the
chi |l d.

(9) Community truancy boards and the courts shall coordinate, to
t he extent possible, proceedi ngs and actions pertaining to children who
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1 are subject to truancy petitions and at-risk youth petitions in RCW
2 13.32A.191 or child in need of services petitions in RCW 13. 32A. 140.

~-- END ---
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