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SENATE BI LL 6042

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Heavey, Thi baudeau, Rasnussen and Johnson

Read first time 02/24/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to placing tolls or user fees on existing roads,
bri dges, and facilities through public-private transportation
initiatives; and anendi ng RCW 47. 46. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.46.010 and 1995 2nd sp.s. ¢ 19 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The | egislature finds and decl ares:

It is essential for the economc, social, and environnmental well -
bei ng of the state and the maintenance of a high quality of life that
t he people of the state have an efficient transportation system

The ability of the state to provide an efficient transportation
systemwi || be enhanced by a public-private sector program providi ng
for private entities to undertake all or a portion of the study,
pl anni ng, design, devel opnent, financing, acquisition, installation,
construction or i nprovenent, oper ati on, and mai nt enance  of
transportation systens and facility projects.

A public-private initiatives programw ||l provide benefits to both
the public and private sectors. Public-private initiatives provide a
sound econom c investnment opportunity for the private sector. Such
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initiatives wll provide the state with increased access to property
devel opnent and project opportunities, financial and devel opnent
expertise, and will supplenent state transportation revenues, allow ng
the state to use its limted resources for other needed projects.

The public-private initiatives program to the fullest extent
possi ble, should encourage and pronote business and enploynment
opportunities for WAshington state citizens.

The public-private initiatives program shall be inplenented in
cooperation, consultation, and with the support of the affected
communities and | ocal jurisdictions.

The secretary of transportation should be permtted and encour aged
to test the feasibility of building privately funded transportation
systens and facilities or segnents thereof through the use of
i nnovative agreenments with the private sector. The secretary of
transportation should be vested with the authority to solicit,
eval uate, negotiate, and adm ni ster public-private agreenments with the
private sector relating to the planning, construction, upgrading, or
reconstruction of transportation systens and facilities.

Agreenments negotiated under a public-private initiatives program
will not bestowon private entities animediate right to construct and
operate the proposed transportation facilities. Rat her, agreenents
will grant to private entities the opportunity to design the proposed
facilities, denonstrate public support for proposed facilities, and
conplete the planning processes required in order to obtain a future
deci sion by the departnent of transportation and ot her state and | ocal
| ead agenci es on whether the facilities should be permtted and built.

Agreenment s negoti ated under the public-private initiatives program
shoul d establish the conditions under which the private devel oper may
secure the approval necessary to develop and operate the proposed
transportation facilities; create a framework to attract the private
capital necessary to finance their developnent; ensure that the
transportation facilities will be designed, constructed, and operated
in accordance with applicable | ocal, regional, state, and federal |aws
and the applicable standards and policies of the departnent of
transportation; and require a denonstration that the proposed
transportation facility has the support of the affected communities and
| ocal jurisdictions.

Agreenents negotiated under a public-private initiatives program
nmust not limt or encunber, in any way, the public’s current use of
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existing state transportation systens and facilities by such neans as,

but not limted to, inposing or increasing tolls or user fees on

existing bridges, highways, or facilities; by including existing

bridges, highways, or facilities as any part of a public-private

initiatives project; or leasing to a private entity all or any portion

of an existing bridge, highway, or facility as part of a public-private

initiatives project.

The legislature finds that the Puget Sound congestion pricing
project, selected under this chapter, raises nmjor transportation
policy, economc, and equity concerns. These relate to the integrity
of the state’s high-occupancy vehicle program the cost-effective
novenent of freight and goods; the diversion of traffic to [|ocal
streets and arterials; and possible financial hardship to comuters.
The | egislature further finds that these potential econom c and soci al
i npacts require conprehensive | egislative review prior to advancenent
of the project and directs that the secretary not proceed with the
i npl enentation of the project wthout prior approval of the
| egi sl ature.

The departnment of transportation should be encouraged to take
advant age of new opportunities provided by federal |egislation under
section 1012 of the Internodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 (I STEA). That section establishes a new program authorizing
federal participation in construction or inprovenment or inprovenent of
publicly or privately owed toll roads, bridges, and tunnels, and
allows states to |everage available federal funds as a neans for
attracting private sector capital.

~-- END ---
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