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SENATE BI LL 6059

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens, Johnson and Hochstatter

Read first tine 02/ 26/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to prograns for highly capable students; anending
RCW 28A. 185. 020 and 28A. 185. 030; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature intends to enhance the
ability of basic education teachers to address the needs and
expectations of highly capable students in public schools. The
| egislature further intends to stinulate devel opnent by |ocal school s
and school districts of innovative and effective neans of serving
hi ghly capabl e students. The purpose of this act is to increase the
achi evenment of highly capabl e students by requiring prograns for highly
capable students in basic education and providing funding for such
prograns in all school districts in the state.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 185. 020 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 168 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

((Supplenentary)) Funds ((as—ay)) shall be provided by the state
for ((this)) prograns for highly capable students, in accordance with

RCW 28A. 150. 370, and shall be categorical funding on an excess cost
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basi s based upon a per student anobunt not to exceed three percent of
any district’s full-time equival ent enroll nment.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.185.030 and 1984 c 278 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Local school districts ((/may)) shall establish and operate, either
separately or jointly, progranms for highly capable students. Such
authority shall include the right to enpl oy and pay special instructors
and to operate such progranms jointly with a public institution of
hi gher education. Local school districts ((whiech-establsh-and-operate
prograns—for—hi-ghly—capable—students)) shall adopt identification
procedures and provi de educati onal opportunities as foll ows:

(1) In accordance with rules ((and—+egulatioens)) adopted by the
superintendent of public instruction, school districts shall inplenment
procedures for nom nation, assessnent and selection of their nost
hi ghly capabl e students. Nom nations shall be based upon data from
teachers, other staff, parents, students, and nenbers of the community.
Assessnent shall be based upon a review of each student’s capability as
shown by nmultiple criteria intended to reveal, froma w de variety of
sources and data, each student’s wunique needs and capabilities.
Sel ection shall be nade by a broadly based comnm ttee of professionals,
after consideration of theresults of the nultiple criteria assessnent.

(2) Students selected pursuant to procedures outlined in this
section shall be provided, to the extent feasible, an educationa
opportunity which takes into account each student’s uni que needs and
capabilities and the limts of the resources and program options
available to the district, including those options which can be
devel oped or provided by using funds all ocated by t he superintendent of
public instruction for that purpose.

~-- END ---
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