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SENATE BI LL 6078

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rasnmussen, Honeyford, T. Sheldon, Prentice, Mrton,
Gardner, Stevens, Swecker, Roach and Cke

Read first time 03/04/1999. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to developing a program for pronotion of
agricultural products produced in Wshington state; creating new
sections; nmaking an appropriation; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The | egislature finds that retaining and
enhancing the economc viability of farnms is vital to inproving the
prosperity of our rural econom es. The legislature finds that farm
land will not be retained unless farm ng operations are profitable. In
order to inprove the profitability of farms, market demand for the
agricultural products needs to be enhanced.

The purpose of this act is to direct the departnent of agriculture
to explore ways to inprove the market demand for fresh fruits and
vegetables for growers of Wshington state, including a "Gown in
Washi ngt on" pronotional program

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The departnment of agriculture shall
devel op a proposed program for pronoting fresh fruits and vegetabl es
that are grown in Washington. In devel oping the proposed program the
departnent shall conduct an inquiry into the foll ow ng areas:
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(a) Developing a chart as to the seasonal availability of various
fresh fruits and vegetables grown in the state and |list sources for the
vari ous products;

(b) Devel opi ng concepts for various marketing techni ques that could
be enpl oyed i ncluding a "G own i n WAshi ngt on" pronotional canpai gn and
"Grown in Washi ngton" stickers for fresh fruits and veget abl es;

(c) Devel opi ng concepts for dissem nating infornmation and marketi ng
strategies that could be used to pronote fresh fruit and vegetables to
buyers; and

(d) Wrking with growers involved in the fresh fruit and vegetabl e
i ndustry to develop the program and make recomrendati ons on how the
program would be funded including authorizing the formation of a
commodity conmm ssion for funding and adm nistering the program

(2) The departnent of agriculture shall forman advisory conmmttee
to provide input on the devel opnent of the proposed program

(3) The departnent of agriculture shall report its witten findings
and recommendations to the appropriate conmttees of the senate and t he
house of representatives by Decenber 15, 1999.

(4) This section expires Decenber 31, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sum of seventy thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, from the general fund to the departnent of
agriculture for the purpose of this act.

~-- END ---
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