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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6141

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Fairl ey, Fraser, Costa, Kline and Kohl-Welles)

Read first tine 02/08/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to reporting of donestic violence against
applicants and recipients of tenporary assistance for needy famlies;
addi ng new sections to chapter 74.08A RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the persona
responsibility and work opportunity reconciliation act of 1996, known
as the federal welfare reform law, placed a mmjor enphasis on the
concept of personal responsibility for welfare recipients. The
| egislature finds that the state, as a partner in welfare reform al so
has a major responsibility to help those in need who are applicants or
reci pients of tenporary assistance for needy famlies. The state’s
responsibility includes the tinely assessnent and identification of
applicants or recipients who are presently the victinms of donestic
violence, in order to refer themfor appropriate help or treatnent, and
in order to pronote their safety and well-being by avoiding
i nappropriate work activity assignnents that may place the victins at
i ncreased ri sk.

The | egi slature intends that the caseworkers, social workers, case
managers, those performng client assessnments, and job service
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specialists who cone into direct contact with applicants or recipients
of tenporary assistance for needy famlies will be trained to identify
and assi st donestic violence victins.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnment shall devel op screening
procedures for identifying victinms of domestic violence and nonitor
conpliance with such procedures by its enployees, contractors, and
subcontractors. Such procedures shall include universal notification
to all applicants and recipients of tenporary assistance for needy
famlies and state fam |y assistance of the foll ow ng:

(a) Availability of supportive services;

(b) Options for exenption or deferral of programrequirenents that
make it nore difficult for applicants or recipients to escape from
donmestic violence or wunfairly penalize them for being victins of
donestic viol ence;

(c) Procedures for obtaining supportive services or applying for
exenptions or deferrals; and

(d) Procedures for voluntary and confidential disclosure of
eligibility by the client for referrals to supportive services and
deferral of programrequirenents.

(2) Notification shall be given in witing and orally at the tine
of application. Donestic violence screening procedures shall also
include indicators of the risk of donmestic violence for use by the
departnent’s enpl oyees, contractors, and subcontractors during all
interactions with applicants and recipients. The donestic violence
screeni ng procedures shall al so include a procedure to review confirnmed
cases of donmestic violence involving recipients in order to devel op
better ways to identify and successfully respond to the risk of
donestic violence as early as possible. Notification procedures allow
applicants and recipients to voluntarily and confidentially disclose
their eligibility for services or deferral at any tine. At no tine may
an applicant or recipient’s decision not to disclose eligibility for
servi ces, exenptions, or deferrals preclude disclosure at a |l ater date,
nor may it preclude future access to services, exenptions, or
deferral s.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnent shall nonitor conpliance with
departnental procedures contained in section 2 of this act by
depart nent enpl oyees, contractors, and subcontractors, to ensure that
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any information regarding any applicant or recipient of tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies who clainms to be a past or present victim
of donmestic violence or an individual at risk of future donestic
vi ol ence, whether provided by the victimor by a third party, shal
remain confidential. This information shall be used by the depart nment
solely for the purpose of referral to services under section 4 of this
act or determining eligibility for deferrals of programrequirenents.
| nformati on regardi ng victins of donestic violence or anyone who cl ai ns
to be a victim of donestic violence shall not be released to any
outside party or parties or other governmental agencies unless the
information is required to be disclosed by |aw or unless authorized in
witing by the applicant or recipient. This includes, but is not
limted to informati on on the applicant or recipient’s current address,
wor kpl ace, or work placenent, that the individual has been identified
as the victim of donestic violence, or any details concerning the
donestic viol ence.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnment shall devel op and nonitor
conpliance with procedures for the departnment and its enployees,
contractors, and subcontractors for referring victins of donestic
vi ol ence to appropriate services. Wenever an applicant or recipient
of tenporary assistance for needy famlies or state famly assistance
self-identifies, or is otherwise identified, as a past or present
victim of donmestic violence or a person at risk of future donestic
viol ence, the departnent shall refer that individual to an enpl oyee
trained in donestic violence i ssues who will provide information about
how to contact existing |ocal services. Services may include but are
not limted to: Shelters for battered individuals, nedical services,
donesti c abuse hotlines, emergency aid for individuals fl eei ng donestic
vi ol ence, | egal counseling and advocacy, | aw enforcenent, nental health
care, counseling, support groups, and financial assistance for victins
of crine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Nothing in sections 2 through 4 of this act
may be interpreted as requiring any action by a donestic violence
vi cti msuch as seeking an order of protection, attendi ng counseling, or
ot her actions not required of other applicants or recipients.
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NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 6. The departnment of social and health services
and the enploynent security departnent shall provide or contract to
provi de specialized traininginculturally conpetent identification and
appropriate assistance of donestic violence victins. Training shal
include, at a mnimum the need for safety and confidentiality, the
identification of patterns and cycles of abuse, and awareness of | ocal
and regi onal resources for | egal assistance, counseling, and safe house
or gani zati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 2 through 6 of this act are each
added to chapter 74.08A RCW

~-- END ---
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