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SENATE BI LL 6147

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Jacobsen, Swecker, Thi baudeau, MAuliffe, GCke and
Kohl - Wl | es

Read first tinme 01/10/2000. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to state parks; and adding a new chapter to Title
79A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) State parks are a valuable asset to the people of the state of
Washi ngton, contributing to their health, education, and well-being;

(2) Well maintained state parks are an attraction and contribute
significantly to the economc well-being of the state of Washi ngton;

(3) Well maintained state parks encourage the appreciation of the
natural resources and natural beauty of the state of Washi ngton;

(4) There is an increasing demand for nore state parks and nore
state parks services;

(5) There are individuals and groups who desire to contribute to
the continued vitality of the state parks system

(6) Providing atax-deductible nethod for individuals and groups to
contribute is an effective way of increasing avail able funds to i nprove
the state parks system and

(7) It isin the public interest to create a nonprofit foundation
to provide such a nethod for individuals and groups to contribute to
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the preservation, restoration, and enhancenent of the state parks
syst em

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. The purpose of the Washi ngton state parks
gift foundation is to encourage nonetary gifts to support and inprove
the state parks.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter, unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Foundation"” neans the Washi ngton state parks gift foundation,
created in section 4 of this act.

(2) "State parks" neans that system of parks adm nistered by the
conmmi ssion under this title.

(3) "Eligible grant recipients" includes any and all of the
activities of the commssion in carrying out the provisions of this
title.

(4) "Eligible projects" nmeans any project, action, or part of any
project or action that serves to preserve, restore, inprove, or enhance
the state parks.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) By Septenber 1, 2000, the governor shall
file articles of incorporation in accordance with the Wshington
nonprofit corporation act, chapter 24.03 RCW to establish the
Washi ngton state parks gift foundation. The foundation shall not be an
agency, instrunentality, or political subdivision of the state and
shal | not disburse public funds.

(2) The foundation shall have a board of directors consisting of
seven nmenbers. Menbers of the board shall be appoi nted by the governor
and collectively have experience in business, charitable giving,
out door recreation, and parks adm nistration. Initial appointnents
shal | be made by Septenber 30, 2000.

(3) Menbers of the board shall serve three-year terns, except for
the initial ternms, which shall be staggered by the governor to achieve
a balanced mx of terns on the board. Menbers of the board may serve
up to a maximum of three terns. At the end of a term a nenber may
continue to serve until a successor has been appoi nted.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) As soon as practicable, the board of
directors shall organize thenselves and the foundation suitably to
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carry out the duties of the foundation, including achieving federa
t ax- exenpt status.

(2) The foundation shall actively solicit contributions from
i ndi vi dual s and groups for the benefit of the state parks.

(3) The foundation shall develop criteria for guiding thenselves in
either the creation of an endowrent, or the making of grants to
eligible grant recipients and eligible projects in the state parks, or
bot h.

(4) A conpetitive grant process shall be conducted at |east
annually by the foundation to award funds to the state parks.
Conpetitive grant applications shall only be submtted to the
foundati on by the comm ssion. The process shall be started as soon as
practicable. Gants shall be awarded to eligible projects consistent
with the criteria devel oped by the foundation and shall be avail able
only for state parks use on eligible projects.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 6. Money provided to the state parks by the
foundation shall not be used to supplant preexisting funding sources.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 79A RCW

~-- END ---
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