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S-4362.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6150

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmittee on Environmental Quality & Water Resources
(originally sponsored by Senators Fraser, Jacobsen, T. Shel don,
Fairl ey, Rasmussen, Gardner, Wnsley, Franklin, Kline and Spanel; by
request of Comm ssioner of Public Lands and Departnment of Fish and
Widlife)

Read first tine 01/31/2000.

AN ACT Relating to studying options for funding contam nated
sedi ment cl eanup; creating new sections; making an appropriation; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The |egislature recogni zes that decades of

urban population growh, as well as transportation, industrial, and
commerci al uses, are having detrinental inpacts on many of the state’s

har bors. These harbor areas are also inportant for recreation,
commer ce, navigation, and habitat. The | egislature also recognizes
that its estuaries and harbors are critical to the health of its
aquatic environnent, including endangered species. Most of these

subnmerged | ands are owned by the state and nanaged on behalf of al
Washi ngton citizens.

The legislature also finds that many of these harbors have
contam nated sedi nents. Over five thousand acres of the Puget Sound’s
harbors are contam nated at nore than sixty sites. The |egislature
declares that these contam nated sites need to be cleaned up and
restored in order to protect the public health and environnent and to
provi de econom c options for future generations.
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Many of these sites are designated by the environnental protection
agency or the departnment of ecology wunder the conprehensive,
envi ronnent al , response, conpensation and liability act (CERCLA) or the
nodel toxics control act (MICA)

There are several barriers in place that nmake cleanup and
restoration of these harbors difficult, including the ability for the
state to pay for the public’s share of the cleanup and restoration. It
has been estimated that up to four hundred fifty mllion dollars m ght
be needed to acconplish the cleanup in the Puget Sound al one. The
| egi slature recognizes that agencies and interagency processes are
currently addressing types of contam nation, anounts of contam nati on,
and | ocation and cost of total cleanup of CERCLA and MICA sites and
that these efforts will benefit frominformation regarding options for
funding the public share of cleanup.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. The Washington state institute for public
policy is directed to research options for funding the public share of
cl eanup of contam nated sedinents in the Puget Sound area. The
institute shall review and devel op recomendati ons on the follow ng
subj ects, at a m ni nrum

(1) Sources of existing federal and state funds and the bal ances
and restrictions;

(2) Anmobunt of the public’'s share of the cost of current cleanup
efforts, both federal and state, including orphan share;

(3) New fundi ng source options; and

(4) Funding eligibility criteria, including permanent solutions
that mnimze volunmes of contam nated sedi nents.

The institute shall involve the departnents of ecology, natura
resources, fish and wildlife, and transportation and the Puget Sound
action team The institute shall report back to the |egislature no
| ater than Decenber 1, 2000.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires March 31, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof one hundred thousand dollars, or
as nmuch thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
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1 vyear ending June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the Washi ngton
2 state institute for public policy for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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