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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6155

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senator
Cost a)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2000.

AN ACT Relating to reports filed under dissolution of marriage
proceedi ngs; and anending RCW 26.09.020, 26.09.173, 26.18. 210,
26.23. 033, 26.23.045, and 26.23. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.09.020 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 945 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A petition in a proceeding for dissolution of nmarriage, |egal
separation, or for a declaration concerning the validity of a marri age,
shall allege the follow ng:

(a) The last known residence of each party;

(b) ((Fhre—soectral—securitynunber—of—each party-

£€))) The date and pl ace of the marri age;

((€))) (c) If the parties are separated the date on which the
separation occurred;

((€e))) (d) The names, ages, and addresses of any child dependent
upon either or both spouses and whether the wife is pregnant;

((6H)) (e) Any arrangenents as to the residential schedul e of,
decision making for, dispute resolution for, and support of the
children and the mai ntenance of a spouse;
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(((e9)) () A statenent specifying whether there is conmunity or
separate property owned by the parties to be disposed of; and

((1)y)) (g) The relief sought.

(2) Either or both parties to the marriage may initiate the
pr oceedi ng.

(3) The petitioner shall conplete and file with the petition a
certificate ((under—REW—70-58-200)) on the form provided by the
departnment of health.

Sec. 2. RCW26.09.173 and 1990 1st ex.s. ¢ 2 s 23 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The party seeking the establishnment or nodification of a child
support order shall file with the clerk of the court the child support

order summary report. The sunmmary report shall be on the form
devel oped by the adm nistrator for the courts pursuant to RCW26. 18. 210
and shall include the social security nunbers and driver’'s license

nunbers of the parties to the action. The party nust conplete the form
and file the formwth the court order. The clerk of the court nust
forward the original of the formto the ((admnistrater—for—the—courts
en—at—east—a—wonthly—basts)) Washington state support registry within
five days of the entry of the order. The clerk of the court shall not
retain a copy of the formin the court file or otherw se.

Sec. 3. RCW26.18.210 and 1990 1st ex.s. ¢ 2 s 22 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) The adm nistrator for the courts shall devel op a child support
order summary report form to provide for the reporting of summary
information in every case in which a child support order is entered or
nmodified either judicially or admnistratively. The adm nistrator for
the courts shall attenpt to the greatest extent possible to nmake the
formsi npl e and under st andabl e by the parties. The formshall indicate
the fol |l ow ng:

(a) The county in which the order was entered and t he cause nunber;

(b) Whether it was a judicial or adm nistrative order;

(c) Whether the order is an original order or froma nodification;

(d) The nunber of children of the parties and the ((ehHdren—s
ages)) nane, date of birth, and social security nunber, if any, of each
chil d;

(e) The nane of the obligee;
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(f) The conbined nonthly net incone of parties;

((6)) (g) The ((menthly)) social security nunber of the father
and his net incone ((ef—the+father)) as determ ned by the court;

(((¢)9)) (h) The ((menthly)) social security nunber of the nother
and her net incone ((ef—the+rpther)) as determ ned by the court;

(((h))) () The basic child support obligation for each child as
determ ned fromthe econom c table;

(()) () Wiether or not the court deviated from the child
support for each child;

((6))) (K) The reason or reasons stated by the court for the
devi ati on;

((Hr)) (1) The anmount of child support after the deviation;

(((H)) (M Any anount awarded for day care;

((6M)) (n) Any other extraordinary anmounts in the order;

(((n))) (0) Any anount ordered for postsecondary educati on;

((€e))) (p) The total anmount of support ordered,

((p))) (9) In the case of a nodification, the anmount of support in
t he previous order;

((ey)) (r) If the change in support was in excess of thirty
percent, whether the change was phased in;

((6)) (s) The anmount of the transfer paynent ordered;

((€s))) (t) Wiich parent was ordered to nake the transfer paynent;
((and

+r)) (u) The date of the entry of the order; and

(v) Whether the order requires paynent to be made to the Washi ngton
state support registry and paynent sServices are required.

(2) The admnistrator for the courts shall nake the formavail abl e
to the parties.

Sec. 4. RCW26.23.033 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 903 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The division of child support, Washington state support
regi stry shall operate a state case registry containing records of al
orders establishing or nodi fying a support order that are entered after
Cct ober 1, 1998.

(2) The superior court clerk, the office of admnistrative
hearings, and the departnent of social and health services shall
within five days of entry, forward to the Washington state support
registry((s+)) a true and correct copy of all superior court orders and
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the originals of child support sunmmary reports or adm ni strative orders
establishing or nodifying a support obligation that provide that
support paynents shall be made to the support registry. The clerk of
the court shall not retain a copy of the formin the court file or
ot herw se.

(3) The division of child support shall reinburse the clerk for the
reasonabl e costs of copying and sendi ng copies of court orders to the
registry at the reinbursenent rate provided in Title IV-D of the
federal social security act.

(4) ((EHeetiveOctober—1,—1998,)) The superior court clerk, the
office of administrative hearings, and the departnent of social and
health services shall, within five days of entry, forward to the
Washi ngton state support registry a true and correct copy of all
superior court orders and the originals of child support sunmmary
reports or admnistrative orders establishing or nodifying a support
obligation. The clerk of the court shall not retain a copy of the form
in the court file or otherw se.

(5) Receipt of a child support summary report or support order by
the registry or other action under this section on behalf of a person
or persons who have not nmade a witten application for support
enforcenment services to the division of child support and who are not
reci pients of public assistance is deened to be:

(a) A request for paynment services only if the child support
sunmary report or order requires paynment to the Washington state
support registry;

(b) A submssion for inclusion in the state case registry if the
child support summary report or order does not require that support
paynents be made to the Washi ngton state support registry.

Sec. 5. RCW26.23.045 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 902 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The division of child support, Washington state support
registry, shall provide support enforcenent services under the
foll ow ng circunstances:

(a) Whenever public assistance under RCW 74.20. 330 is paid;

(b) Whenever a request for support enforcenent services under RCW
74.20.040 i s received;

(c) When a support order or child support summary report which
contains |anguage directing a responsible parent to nmeke support
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paynents to the Washington state support registry under RCW 26. 23. 050
is submtted and the division of child support receives a witten
application for services or is already providing services;

(d) When the obligor submts a support order or support paynent,
and an application, to the Washi ngton state support registry.

(2) The division of child support shall continue to provi de support
enforcenent services for so long as and under such conditions as the
departnent shall establish by regulation or until the superior court
enters an order renoving the requirenent that the obligor nake support
paynents to the Washington state support registry as provided for in
RCW 26. 23. 050.

Sec. 6. RCW26.23.050 and 1998 ¢ 160 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If the division of <child support 1is providing support
enf orcement services under RCW26.23.045, or if a party is applying for
support enforcenent services by signing the application form on the
bott om of the support order, the superior court shall include in all
court orders that establish or nodify a support obligation:

(a) A provision that orders and directs the responsible parent to
make all support paynents to the Washi ngton state support registry;

(b) Astatenent that w thhol ding acti on may be taken agai nst wages,
earni ngs, assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and
personal property under the child support statutes of this or any other
state, wthout further notice to the responsible parent at any tine
after entry of the court order, unless:

(i) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require inmediate incone w thholding and
that wi t hhol di ng shoul d be del ayed until a paynent is past due; or

(ii) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent;

(c) A statenment that the receiving parent mght be required to
submt an accounting of how the support is being spent to benefit the
child; and

(d) A statenent that the responsible parent’s privileges to obtain
and naintain a license, as defined in RCW 74.20A 320, my not be
renewed, or may be suspended if the parent is not in conpliance with a
support order as provided in RCW 74. 20A. 320.
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As used in this subsection and subsection (3) of this section,
"good cause not to require imediate incone wthholding" neans a
witten determ nation of why inplenenting i nmediate wage w t hhol di ng
woul d not be in the child s best interests and, in nodification cases,
proof of tinmely paynent of previously ordered support.

(2) In all other cases not under subsection (1) of this section,
the court may order the responsi bl e parent to make paynents directly to
the person entitled to receive the paynments, to the Washington state
support registry, or may order that paynents be nade i n accordance with
an al ternate arrangenent agreed upon by the parties.

(a) The superior court shall include in all orders under this
subsection that establish or nodify a support obligation:

(1) Astatenent that w thhol ding acti on may be taken agai nst wages,
earni ngs, assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and
personal property under the child support statutes of this or any other
state, wthout further notice to the responsible parent at any tine
after entry of the court order, unless:

(A) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require inmmediate incone w thhol ding and
that wi thhol di ng should be del ayed until a paynent is past due; or

(B) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent; and

(ii) A statenment that the receiving parent may be required to
submt an accounting of how the support is being spent to benefit the
chi |l d.

As used in this subsection, "good cause not to require inmediate
i nconme withholding" is any reason that the court finds appropriate.

(b) The superior court may order imediate or delayed incone
wi t hhol di ng as fol | ows:

(i) I'mrediate i ncone withhol ding may be ordered if the responsible

parent has earnings. |If inmediate inconme wthholding is ordered under
this subsection, all support paynents shall be paid to the Washi ngton
state support registry. The superior court shall issue a mandatory

wage assignnment order as set forth in chapter 26.18 RCW when the
support order is signed by the court. The parent entitled to receive
the transfer paynment is responsible for serving the enployer with the
order and for its enforcenent as set forth in chapter 26.18 RCW

(i) If imediate income wthholding is not ordered, the court
shall require that incone w thholding be delayed until a paynent is
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past due. The support order shall contain a statenent that w t hhol di ng
action nmay be taken agai nst wages, earnings, assets, or benefits, and
liens enforced against real and personal property under the child
support statutes of this or any other state, without further notice to
the responsi ble parent, after a paynent is past due.

(c) If a mandatory wage w t hhol di ng order under chapter 26.18 RCW
is issued under this subsection and the division of child support
provi des support enforcenent services under RCW26. 23. 045, the exi sting
wage W thholding assignnent is prospectively superseded upon the
di vi sion of child support’s subsequent service of an i ncome w t hhol di ng
noti ce.

(3) The office of admnistrative hearings and the departnent of
soci al and health services shall require that all support obligations
established as adm nistrative orders include a provision which orders
and directs that the responsi bl e parent shall make all support paynents
to the Washington state support registry. Al admnistrative orders
shal |l al so state that the responsible parent’s privileges to obtain and
mai ntain a license, as defined in RCW 74. 20A. 320, may not be renewed,
or may be suspended if the parent is not in conpliance with a support
order as provided in RCW 74. 20A. 320. Al admnistrative orders shal
also state that wthholding action may be taken against wages,
earni ngs, assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and
personal property under the child support statutes of this or any other
state without further notice to the responsible parent at any tine
after entry of the order, unless:

(a) One of the parties denonstrates, and the presiding officer
finds, that there is good cause not to require immediate incone
wi t hhol di ng; or

(b) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
presiding officer that provides for an alternate agreenent.

(4) If the support order does not include the provision ordering
and directing that all paynents be made to t he Washi ngton state support
registry and a statenent that w thhol ding action may be taken agai nst
wages, earnings, assets, or benefits if a support paynent is past due
or at any tinme after the entry of the order, or that a parent’s
licensing privileges may not be renewed, or may be suspended, the
di vision of child support may serve a notice on the responsi bl e parent
stating such requirenents and authorizations. Service may be by
personal service or any formof mail requiring a return receipt.
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(5) Every support order shall state:

(a) The address where the support paynent is to be sent;

(b) That w thhol ding action may be taken agai nst wages, earnings,
assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and persona
property under the child support statutes of this or any other state,
without further notice to the responsible parent at any tinme after
entry of a support order, unless:

(1) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require i mredi ate i ncone w thhol di ng; or

(ii) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent;

(c) The inconme of the parties, if known, or that their incone is
unknown and the inconme upon which the support award is based;

(d) The support award as a sum certain anount;

(e) The specific day or date on which the support paynent is due;

(f) The ((seetral—seeurity—nunber)) residence address, date of
birth, telephone nunber, ((drivers—tiecense—nunrber-)) and nane and
address of the enployer of the responsible parent, except as provided
under subsection (6) of this section;

(g) The ((seetal—seeurity—nunber—and)) residence address of the
physi cal custodi an except as provided in subsection (6) or (7) of this
secti on;

(h) The nanes((;)) and dates of birth((;—and—soectal—seeurity
Aurbers—+H—any;-)) of the dependent children;

(1) A provision requiring the responsible parent to keep the
Washi ngton state support registry informed of whether he or she has
access to health i nsurance coverage at reasonable cost and, if so, the
heal th i nsurance policy information;

(j) That any parent owng a duty of child support shall be
obligated to provide health insurance coverage for his or her child if
coverage that can be extended to cover the child is or becones
avai lable to that parent through enploynent or is union-related as
provi ded under RCW 26. 09. 105;

(k) That if proof of health insurance coverage or proof that the
coverage i s unavail able is not provided within twenty days, the obligee
or the departnent may seek direct enforcenent of the coverage through
the obligor’s enployer or union without further notice to the obligor
as provided under chapter 26.18 RCW
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(1) The reasons for not ordering health insurance coverage if the
order fails to require such coverage;

(m That the responsible parent’s privileges to obtain and nmai ntain
a license, as defined in RCW74. 20A. 320, may not be renewed, or nay be
suspended if the parent is not in conpliance with a support order as
provi ded in RCW 74. 20A. 320; and

(n) That each parent nust:

(1) Provide the state case registry with the information required
by RCW 26. 23. 055; and

(1i) Update the information provided to the state case registry
when the information changes.

(6) The address and enpl oyer’s nane and address of either party may
be omtted froma support order if:

(a) There is reason to believe that release of the address
information may result in physical or enotional harmto the party or to
the child; or

(b) Arestraining or protective order is in effect to protect one
party fromthe other party.

(7) The physical custodian’s address shall be omtted froman order
entered under the admnistrative procedure act.

(8) When a party’s enploynent or address is omtted froman order,
the order shall state that the information is known to the division of
child support, state case registry.

(9) After the responsible parent has been ordered or notified to
make paynents to the Washington state support registry under this
section, the responsible parent shall be fully responsible for nmaking
all paynents to the Washington state support registry and shall be
subj ect to payroll deduction or other income-wthholding action. The
responsi bl e parent shall not be entitled to credit against a support
obligation for any paynents nmade to a person or agency other than to
t he Washington state support registry except as provided under RCW
74. 20. 101. A civil action may be brought by the payor to recover
paynments made to persons or agencies who have received and retained
support noneys paid contrary to the provisions of this section.

~-- END ---
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