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SENATE BI LL 6158

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fairley, Prentice, Goings, Costa, MAuliffe, Gardner,
Franklin, Kline and Kohl-Welles

Read first time 01/10/2000. Referred to Committee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to occupational diseases affecting fire fighters;
amendi ng RCW 51. 32.185; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the enpl oynent of
fire fighters exposes them to snoke, funes, and toxic or chemca
substances. The legislature recognizes that fire fighters as a cl ass
have a hi gher rate of such exposure than the general public subjecting
themto heart problens, such as atrial fibrillations. The |egislature
t herefore decl ares that heart problens, including atrial fibrillations,
that are experienced within one day of exposure to snoke, funes, and
toxi c or chem cal substances are presuned to be occupationally rel ated
for industrial insurance purposes for fire fighters.

Sec. 2. RCWH51.32.185 and 1987 ¢ 515 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In the case of fire fighters as defined in RCW 41. 26. 030(4)
(a), (b), and (c) who are covered under Title 51 RCW there shall exi st
a prima facie presunption that (a) respiratory disease ((+s—an)) and
(b) heart problems, including atrial fibrillations, that are
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experienced within twenty-four hours of exposure to snoke, funes, and
toxic or chem cal substances are occupational diseases under RCW
51.08.140. This presunption of occupational di sease may be rebutted by
a preponderance of the evidence controverting the presunption.

Controverting evidence may include, but is not limted to, use of

t obacco products, physical fitness and weight, lifestyle, hereditary
factors, and exposure from other enploynent or nonenpl oynent

activities.

(2) The presunption established in subsection (1)(a) of this
section shall be extended to an applicabl e nenber follow ng term nation
of service for a period of three calendar nonths for each year of
requi site service, but may not extend nore than sixty nonths foll ow ng
the | ast date of enploynent.

~-- END ---
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