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SENATE BI LL 6167

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Fairley

Read first time 01/10/2000. Referred to Comrmittee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to public assistance; anmending RCW 74.04. 025 and
74.08. 050; and repealing RCW 74. 25. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 74.04.025 and 1998 c¢ 245 s 143 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent and the office of adm nistrative hearings shal
ensure that bilingual services are provided to non-English speaking
applicants and recipients. The services shall be provided to the
extent necessary to assure that non-English speaking persons are not
deni ed, or unable to obtain or maintain, services or benefits because
of their inability to speak Engli sh.

(2) I'f the nunber of non-English speaking applicants or recipients
sharing the sane | anguage served by any conmmunity service office client
contact job classification equals or exceeds fifty percent of the
average caseload of a full-time position in such classification, the
departnment shall, through attrition, enploy bilingual personnel to
serve such applicants or recipients.

(3) Regardless of the applicant or recipient caseload of any
community service office, each community service office shall ensure
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that bilingual services required to supplenent the community service
office staff are provided through contracts with interpreters, | ocal
agenci es, or other comunity resources.

(4) Initial client contact materials shall informclients in all
primary | anguages of the availability of interpretation services for
non- Engl i sh speaki ng persons. Basic informational panphlets shall be
translated into all primary | anguages.

(5) To the extent all witten comunications directed to applicants
or recipients are not in the primary |anguage of the applicant or
reci pient, the departnent and the office of adm nistrative hearings
shall include with the witten comrunication a notice in all primry
| anguages of applicants or recipients describing the significance of
t he communi cati on and specifically howthe applicants or recipients may
recei ve assistance in understanding, and responding to if necessary,
the witten communi cati on. The departnent shall assure that sufficient
resources are avail able to assist applicants and recipients inatinely
fashion with understanding, responding to, and conplying with the
requi renents of all such witten comrunications.

(6) As used in this section, "primary |anguages” includes but is
not limted to Spanish, Vietnanese, Canbodi an, Laotian, Russian, and
Chi nese.

Sec. 2. RCW74.08.050 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 169 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Application for a grant in any category of public assistance shall
be nmade to the county office by the applicant or by another on ((h+s))
the applicant’s behal f, and shall be reduced to witing upon a standard
form(s)) prescribed by the departnment, and a witten acknow edgnent of
recei pt of the application by the departnment shall be given to each
applicant at the tinme of making application. The application form
shall be streamlined so that applicants for various types of public
assi stance can be identified and cross-referred to progranms for which
they are eligible, based wupon a single, universal assistance
application form
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1 NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. RCW74.25.040 (Vol unteer work--Child care or
2 other work--Training) and 1997 ¢ 59 s 30, 1997 c 58 s 405, & 1994 c 299
3 s 8 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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