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SENATE BI LL 6171

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley, Thibaudeau and Kli ne

Read first time 01/10/2000. Referred to Comrmittee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to unenpl oynent conpensati on payabl e to i ndi vi dual s
who took fam |y and nedi cal | eave; anmendi ng RCW50. 04. 020; addi ng a new
section to chapter 50.04 RCW creating new sections; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that famly and
medi cal |leave is designed to help working people fulfill both their
work and famly responsibilities. The legislature also finds that,
when an individual who takes famly and nedical |eave subsequently
becones eligible to receive unenploynent conpensation, the maximum
benefits payable to the individual are decreased and t he weekly benefit
anount payable to the individual nay be decreased. The | egislature
intends to elimnate these unintended consequences of taking fam |y and
medi cal | eave.

Sec. 2. RCW50.04.020 and 1994 ¢ 3 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) "Base year" with respect to each individual, shall nean either
the first four of the last five conpl eted cal endar quarters or the | ast
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four conpl eted cal endar quarters i mmedi ately precedi ng the first day of
the individual s benefit year.

(2) For the purposes of establishing a benefit year, the depart nent
shall initially use the first four of the last five conpleted cal endar
quarters as the base year. |If a benefit year is not established using
the first four of the last five cal endar quarters as the base year, the
departnent shall use the |ast four conpleted cal endar quarters as the
base year. At the request of an individual who took famly and nedi cal
| eave in one or nore calendar quarters in the base year, the departnment
shall use the follow ng four calendar quarters as the base year: The
cal endar gquarters in the base year in which the individual did not take
famly and nedical leave; and the calendar quarters imediately
precedi ng the base year in which the individual did not take famly and
nedi cal leave. The departnent shall not use any cal endar quarters in
which the individual took famly and nedical |eave.

(3) Conputations using the last four conpleted cal endar quarters
shall be based on avail able wage itens processed as of the close of
busi ness on the day precedi ng the date of application. The depart nent
shall pronptly contact enployers to request assistance in obtaining
wage information for the | ast conpl eted cal endar quarter if it has not
been reported at the tinme of initial application.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 50. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Fam |y and nedical |eave" neans |eave taken under either the
federal famly and nedical |eave act of 1993 (Act of Feb. 5, 1993, P.L.
103-3, 107 Stat. 6) or the state famly | eave |aw, chapter 49.78 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state or the eligibility of
enployers in this state for federal unenploynent tax credits, the
conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the
conflict, and the finding or determnation does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this act. Rules adopted under this act
must neet federal requirenents that are a necessary condition to the
receipt of federal funds by the state or the granting of federa
unenpl oynent tax credits to enployers in this state.
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1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect July 2, 2000, for new
2 clains filed after July 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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