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S-3440. 3

SENATE BI LL 6191

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin and Heavey

Read first time 01/10/2000. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to court reform anmending RCW 2.08.070, 2.36. 150,
3.30.090, 3.34.010, 3.34.020, 3.34.040, 3.46.020, 3.46.050, 3.46.063,
3.50. 020, 3.50.030, 3.50.050, 3.50.055, 3.50.070, 3.50.135, 3.62.060,
12. 40. 010, 35.20.030, 35.20.090, 35.20.150, and 36.18.020; addi ng new
sections to chapter 2. 08 RCW addi ng a new section to chapter 3.34 RCW
adding a new section to chapter 3.46 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 3.50 RCW adding a new section to chapter 35.20 RCW creating
new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that as cities and
counties enter into the new mllennium it is inperative that their
| ocal courts be given greater flexibility toallowlitigants to resolve
| egal disputes in atinmely fashion and in the nost appropriate, cost-
effective forum The legislature also finds that judicial resources
must be utilized in a manner that allows judges to maximze their
managenent and | egal expertise by creating a variety of judicial foruns
and alternative dispute resolution options that take advantage of
nmodern principles of judicial admnistration. Additionally, the
| egislature finds that courts can alleviate court congestion and
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provide greater service to the public through the efficient use of
technol ogy and judicial resources.

The intent of the court reformact of 2000 is to allow the courts
of this state to operate in the nost effective manner possible by
better organization of judicial resources and greater use of nodern
t echnol ogy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

This section shall apply in any county where the full-tinme el ected
superior, district, and municipal court judges have by majority vote
agreed to i nplenent this section. Every full-tinme elected district and
muni ci pal court judge holding a position created under chapter 3.34,
3.46, 3.50, or 35.20 RCW shall assune all powers, duties, and
jurisdiction of a superior court judge under state |aw and the state
Constitution while retaining all powers, duties, and jurisdiction of
the judge's position of a district or nunicipal court judge. Such
judges shall receive conpensation equal to a superior court judge in
t he manner specified in Article IV, section 14 of the Washington state
Constitution.

The el ection under this section is irrevocable, and at the end of
the current termof office as a district or nunicipal court judge al
full-time el ected district and rmuni ci pal court judicial positions shall
be considered to be superior court positions and are subject to al
provisions relating to superior court judges including those relating
to elections and filling vacanci es.

Upon making the el ection authorized by this section, the full-tine
el ected judges of the county shall by majority vote (1) determne the
date for inplenentation of this section and (2) el ect a presiding judge
to a termof not less than tw years. Upon the effective date for
i npl enmentation of this section, every district or nmunicipal court
within the county subject to this section shall cease to exist.

Sec. 3. RCW2.08.070 and 1927 c¢ 135 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The judges of the superior court elected under the provisions of
RCW 2. 08. 060 through 2.08.065 and section 2 of this act shall hold
their offices for the term of four years from and after the second
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Monday in January next succeeding their election, and until their
successors are elected and qualified.

Judges assum ng the duties of the superior court under section 2 of
this act shall serve the remainder of the term to which they were
el ected. Upon conpletion of that term an unexpired termelection for
the newy created superior court position shall be held. The person
elected to the unexpired termshall serve until the election for the
full term which shall be held in conjunction with full-termelections
for all superior court positions.

Sec. 4. RCW2.36.150 and 1987 c¢ 202 s 105 are each anended to read
as follows:

Jurors shall receive for each day’'s attendance, besides m | eage at
the rate determ ned under RCW 43.03. 060, the follow ng conpensati on:

(1) Gand jurors may receive up to ((twenty—++ve)) fifty dollars
but in no case less than ten doll ars;

(2) Petit jurors may receive up to ((twenty—five)) fifty dollars
but in no case less than ten dollars;

(3) Coroner’s jurors may receive up to ((twenty-—five)) fifty
dollars but in no case |less than ten dollars;

(4) District court jurors may receive up to ((twenty-—+Hve)) fifty
dollars but in no case |less than ten doll ars:
PROVI DED, That a person excused from jury service at his or her own
request shall be allowed not nore than a per diemand such mleage, if
any, as to the court shall seem just and equitable under all
ci rcunst ances: PROVI DED FURTHER, That the state shall fully reinburse
the county in which trial is held for all jury fees and witness fees
related to crimnal cases which result fromincidents occurring within
an adult or juvenile correctional institution: PROVIDED FURTHER, That
the conpensation paid jurors shall be determned by the county
| egi sl ative authority and shall be uniformy applied within the county.

Sec. 5. RCW3.30.090 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A violations bureau may be established by any city or district
court having jurisdiction of traffic cases to assist in processing
traffic cases. As designated by witten order of the court having
jurisdiction of traffic cases, specific offenses under city ordi nance,
county resolution, or state | aw nay be processed by such bureau. Such
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bureau may be authorized to receive the posting of bail for such
specified offenses, and, as authorized by the court order, to accept
forfeiture of bail and paynment of nonetary penalties. The court order
shal | specify the anount of bail to be posted and shall also specify
the circunstances or conditions which will require an appearance before
the court. Such bureau, upon accepting the prescribed bail, shall
issue a receipt to the alleged violator, which receipt shall bear a
legend informing him or her of the |egal consequences of Dbai
forfeiture. The bureau shall transfer daily to the clerk of the proper
departnent of the court all bail posted for offenses where forfeiture
is not authorized by the court order, as well as copies of all
receipts. Al forfeitures or penalties paid to a violations bureau for
vi ol ati ons of nunici pal ordi nances shall be placed in the city general
fund or such other fund as may be prescribed by ordinance. Al |
forfeitures or penalties paid to a violations bureau for violations of
state laws or county resolutions shall be remtted at | east nonthly to
the county treasurer for deposit in the current expense fund.
Enpl oyees of violations bureaus of a city shall be city enpl oyees under
any applicable nmunicipal civil service system

The presiding superior court judge within each county making the
el ection under section 2 of this act shall have the exclusive authority
to organi ze and approve a violations bureau. A violations bureau may
be granted jurisdiction over all infractions, including ordinance
violations within cities and counties. The presiding superior court
judge shall have the exclusive authority to appoint hearings officers
assigned to a violations bureau. A person so appointed as a hearings
officer shall neet the requirenents for hearings officers set forth in
suprene court rules.

Sec. 6. RCW3.34.010 and 1998 ¢ 64 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

The nunber of district judges to be elected in each county shall
be: Adans, two; Asotin, one; Benton, three; Chelan, two; Callam two;
Clark, five; Colunbia, one; Cowitz, two; Douglas, one; Ferry, one;
Franklin, one; Garfield, one; Gant, tw,; Gays Harbor, two; Island,
one; Jefferson, one; King, twenty-six; Kitsap, three; Kittitas, two;
Klickitat, tw; Lews, two; Lincoln, one; Mson, one; Ckanogan, two;
Pacific, two; Pend Oreille, one; Pierce, el even; San Juan, one; Skagit,
two; Skamani a, one; Snohom sh, eight; Spokane, nine; Stevens, one

SB 6191 p. 4



D 01 A~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Thur ston, two; Wahki akum one; Walla Walla, two; Whatcom two; Whitnman,
one; Yakima, four. This nunber nmay be increased only as provided in
RCW 3. 34. 020. The nunber of district judges for each county shall be
reduced by the nunber of superior court judge positions created for
that county from fornmer district court positions under section 2 of
this act.

Sec. 7. RCW3.34.020 and 1997 ¢ 41 s 3 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Except for changes nmade pursuant to section 2 of this act, any
change in the nunber of full and part-tinme district judges after
January 1, 1992, shall be determ ned by the | egi slature after receiving
a recommendation fromthe suprene court. The suprenme court shall make
its recommendations to the |legislature based on a wei ghted casel oad
anal ysis that takes into account the follow ng:

(a) The extent of tinme that existing judges have avail able to hear
cases in that court;

(b) A neasurenent of the judicial time needed to process various
types of cases;

(c) A determnation of the tine required to process each type of
case to the individual court workl oad;

(d) A determnation of the amount of a judge s annual work tine
that can be devoted exclusively to processing cases; and

(e) An assessnent of judicial resource needs, including annual case
filings, and case wei ghts and the judge year val ue determ ned under the
wei ght ed casel oad net hod.

(2) The admnistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the
suprene court, may consult wth the board of judicial adm nistration
and the district and nunicipal court judge's association in devel opi ng
t he procedures and net hods of applying the wei ghted casel oad anal ysi s.

(3) For each recomrended change fromthe nunber of full and part-
time district judges in any county as of January 1, 1992, the
admnistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the suprene
court, shall conmplete a judicial inpact note detailing any |ocal or
state cost associated wth such recommended change.

(4) If the legislature approves an increase in the base nunber of
district judges in any county as of January 1, 1992, such increase in
the base nunber of district judges and all related costs nmay be paid
for by the county from noneys provided under RCW 82.14.310, and any
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such costs shall be deened to be expended for crimnal justice purposes
as provided in RCW82. 14. 315, and such expenses shall not constitute a
suppl anting of existing funding.

(5 (a) A county legislative authority that desires to change the
nunmber of full or part-tine district judges from the base nunber on
January 1, 1992, nust first request the assistance of the suprene
court. The admnistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the
suprene court, shall conduct a wei ghted casel oad anal ysis and nake a
recommendation of its findings to the |legislature for consideration as
provided in this section.

(b) The legislative authority of any county may change a part-tine
district judge position to a full-tinme position.

Sec. 8. RCW3.34.040 and 1991 c 338 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

A district judge serving a district having a population of forty
t housand or nore persons, and a district judge receiving a sal ary equal
to the maxi mum sal ary set by the salary conmm ssion under RCW 3. 58. 020
for district judges shall be deened full tinme judges and shall devote
all of their tinme to the office and shall not engage in the practice of
I aw. O her judges shall devote sufficient tinme to the office to
properly fulfill the duties thereof and nay engage i n ot her occupations
but shall maintain a separate office for private business and shall not
use for private business the services of any clerk or secretary paid
for by the county or office space or supplies furnished by the judicial
district.

Nothing in this section restricts district judge positions from
becom ng superior court positions under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 3.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

|f the election is nade under section 2 of this act, the presiding
judge of the superior court, in consultation with the legislative
authority of the county, shall make adm nistrative provision for the
transfer of cases, proceedings, and matters pending before a district
court established under this chapter, together with all files and
records, to the superior court. Such cases, proceedings, and matters
shall thereafter be treated as if originally filed in superior court.
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The presiding judge, in consultationwith the |l egislative authority
of the county, shall make adm nistrative provision for the transfer of
such personnel of the district court as deened necessary for the
efficient operation of the superior courts in the county.

The presiding judge and the legislative authority of the county
shal | make any ot her admi nistrative provisions to effectuate the intent
and purpose of this act.

Sec. 10. RCW3.46.020 and 1987 ¢ 3 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

Each judge of a nmunicipal departnent shall be a judge of the
district court in which the nunicipal departnment is situated. Such
j udge shall be designated as a nunicipal judge.

Superior court judges holding judicial positions created under
section 2 of this act shall have all powers, duties, and jurisdiction
of the district court and the nunicipal departnent.

Sec. 11. RCW3.46.050 and 1975 ¢ 33 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Except when section 2 of this act applies, each city may select its
full time municipal judge or judges by election, or by appointnent in
such manner as the city legislative body determ nes: PROVIDED, That in
cities having a population in excess of four hundred thousand, the
muni ci pal judges shall be el ected.

Sec. 12. RCW3.46.063 and 1993 ¢ 317 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except when section 2 of this act applies, notwthstanding RCW
3.46.050 and 3.46.060, judicial positions may be filled only by
el ection under the foll ow ng circunstances:

(1) Each full-tinme equivalent judicial position shall be filled by
el ection. This requirenent applies regardl ess of how many judges are
enployed to fill the position. For purposes of this section, a full-
time equivalent position is thirty-five or nore hours per week of
conpensated tine.

(2) In any city with one or nore full-tinme equivalent judicial
positions, an additional judicial position or positions that is or are
in conbination nore than one-half of a full-tine equival ent position
shall be filled by el ection.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 3.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

|f the election is nade under section 2 of this act, the presiding
judge of the superior court, in consultation with the legislative
authority of the city, shall nmake admnistrative provision for the
transfer of cases, proceedi ngs, and matters pendi ng before a nmuni ci pal
departnment established under this chapter, together wwth all files and
records, to the superior court. Such cases, proceedings, and matters
shall thereafter be treated as if originally filed in superior court.

The presiding judge, in consultationwith the |l egislative authority
of the city, shall make adm nistrative provision for the transfer of
such personnel of the nunicipal departnent as deened necessary for the
efficient operation of the superior courts in the county.

The presiding judge and the |l egislative authority of the city shal
make any other adm nistrative provisions to effectuate the intent and
pur pose of this act.

Sec. 14. RCW3.50.020 and 1985 ¢ 303 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

The muni ci pal court shall have excl usive original jurisdiction over
traffic infractions arising under city ordinances and exclusive
original crimmnal jurisdiction of all violations of city ordinances
duly adopted by the city in which the nunicipal court is |located and
shall have original jurisdiction of all other actions brought to
enforce or recover license penalties or forfeitures declared or given
by such ordi nances or by state statutes. The nuni ci pal court shal
al so have the jurisdiction as conferred by statute. The nmuni ci pa
court is enpowered to forfeit cash bail or bail bonds and issue
execution thereon; and in general to hear and determne all causes,
civil or crimnal, including traffic infractions, arising under such
ordi nances and to pronounce judgnent in accordance therewth.

Superior court judges holding judicial positions created under
section 2 of this act shall have all powers, duties, and jurisdiction
of the municipal court.

Sec. 15. RCW 3. 50.030 and 1984 c¢ 258 s 105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every city or town may establish and operate under the supervision
of the nunicipal court a violations bureau to assist the court in
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processing traffic cases. Each municipal court shall designate the
specific traffic offenses and traffic infractions under city or town
ordi nances which may be processed by the violations bureau.

A violations bureau my be authorized to process traffic
infractions in conformty wth chapter 46.63 RCW

A violations bureau may be authorized to receive the posting of
bail for specified offenses and, to the extent authorized by court
order, permtted to accept forfeiture of bail and paynent of penalties.
Any vi ol ati ons bureau, upon accepting the prescribed bail, shall issue
a receipt therefor to the alleged violator, acknow edgi ng the posting
thereof and informng the accused of the |egal consequences of bai
forfeiture. Any person charged with any crimnal traffic offense
within the authority of the violations bureau may, upon signing a
witten appearance, a witten plea of guilty and a witten waiver of
trial, pay to the violations bureau the fine established for the
of fense charged and costs and this shall have the sane effect as a
court conviction. Al penalties and forfeitures paid to a violations
bureau for the violation of nunicipal ordinance shall be placed in the
city or town general fund or such other fund as may be prescribed by
ordi nance of the city or town or laws of the state of Washi ngton

Any enpl oyees of an existing violations bureau of any city shall
continue as city enpl oyees.

The presiding superior court judge within each county neking the
el ection under section 2 of this act shall have the exclusive authority
to organi ze and approve a violations bureau. A violations bureau my
be granted jurisdiction over all infractions, including ordinance
violations wthin cities and counties. The presiding superior court
judge shall have the exclusive authority to appoint hearings officers
assigned to a violations bureau. A person so appointed as a hearings
officer shall neet the requirenents for hearings officers set forth in
suprene court rules.

Sec. 16. RCW 3.50.050 and 1984 c 258 s 107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except when section 2 of this act applies, the Ilegislative
authority of the city or town may, by ordinance, provide that the
position of nunicipal judge within the city or town shall be an
el ective position. The ordinance shall provide for the qualifications
of the municipal judge which shall be the sanme as the qualifications

p. 9 SB 6191
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necessary for the appointnment thereof; and further, shall provide that
the nmunicipal judge shall be elected in the same nmanner as other
elective city officials are elected to office, and that the termof the
muni ci pal judge shall be for a termof four years comenci ng on January
1, 1986, and every four years thereafter.

Sec. 17. RCW3.50.055 and 1993 ¢ 317 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except when section 2 of this act applies, notwthstanding RCW
3.50.040 and 3.50.050, judicial positions my be filled only by
el ection under the foll ow ng circunstances:

(1) Each full-tinme equivalent judicial position shall be filled by
el ection. This requirenent applies regardl ess of how many judges are
enployed to fill the position. For purposes of this section, a full-
time equivalent position is thirty-five or nore hours per week of
conpensated tine.

(2) In any city with one or nore full-tinme equivalent judicial
positions, an additional judicial position or positions that is or are
in conbination nore than one-half of a full-tine equival ent position
shall also be filled by election.

Sec. 18. RCW 3. 50.070 and 1984 c¢ 258 s 109 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Addi tional full or part tinme judges may be appoi nted or el ected, as
provi ded by ordi nance of the |legislative body of the city or town when
public interest and the adm nistration of justice makes such additi onal
j udge or judges necessary.

When section 2 of this act applies, any additional positions
created under this section shall be superior court positions.

Sec. 19. RCW 3.50.135 and 1984 c 258 s 126 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In all civil cases, the plaintiff or defendant may demand a jury,
whi ch shall consist of six citizens of the state who shall be i npanel ed
and sworn as in cases before district courts, or the trial may be by a
j udge of the municipal court: PROVIDED, That no jury trial may be held
on a proceeding involving a traffic infraction. A party requesting a
jury shall pay to the court a fee which shall be the sane as that for
ajury indistrict court. |If nore than one party requests a jury, only

SB 6191 p. 10
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one jury fee shall be collected by the court. The fee shall be
apportioned anong the requesting parties. Each juror may receive up to
((t+wenty—+i+ve)) fifty dollars but in no case | ess than ten dollars for

each day in attendance upon the nunicipal court, and in addition

thereto shall receive mleage at the rate determ ned under RCW
43. 03. 060: PROVI DED, That the conpensation paid jurors shall be

determined by the legislative authority of the city and shall be

uniformy applied. Jury trials shall be allowed in all crimnal cases

unl ess wai ved by the defendant.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. A new section is added to chapter 3.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

|f the election is nade under section 2 of this act, the presiding
judge of the superior court, in consultation with the legislative
authority of the city, shall nmake admnistrative provision for the
transfer of cases, proceedi ngs, and matters pendi ng before a muni ci pal
court established under this chapter, together with all files and
records, to the superior court. Such cases, proceedings, and matters
shall thereafter be treated as if originally filed in superior court.

The presiding judge, in consultationwith the |l egislative authority
of the city, shall make adm nistrative provision for the transfer of
such personnel of the nunicipal court as deenmed necessary for the
efficient operation of the superior courts in the county.

The presiding judge and the |l egislative authority of the city shal
make any other adm nistrative provisions to effectuate the intent and
pur pose of this act.

Sec. 21. RCW3.62.060 and 1992 ¢ 62 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

Clerks of the district courts shall collect the follow ng fees for
their official services:

(1) In any civil action comrenced before or transferred to a
district court and in any county where an el ection under section 2 of
this act has been nmade and where the civil action neets the
jurisdictional requirenents of RCW 3.66.020, the plaintiff shall, at
the tinme of such commencenent or transfer, pay to such court a filing
fee of thirty-one dollars plus any surcharge authorized by RCW
7.75.035. No party shall be conpelled to pay to the court any other

p. 11 SB 6191
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fees or charges up to and including the rendition of judgnment in the
action other than those |isted.

(2) For issuing a wit of garnishnment or other wit a fee of six
dol |l ars.

(3) For filing a supplenental proceeding a fee of twelve doll ars.

(4) For demanding a jury in a civil case a fee of fifty dollars to
be paid by the person demanding a jury.

(5) For preparing a transcript of a judgnent a fee of six dollars.

(6) For certifying any docunent on file or of record inthe clerk’s
office a fee of five dollars.

(7) For preparing the record of a case for appeal to superior court
a fee of forty dollars including any costs of tape duplication as
governed by the rules of appeal for courts of limted jurisdiction
(RALJ).

(8) For duplication of part or all of the electronic tape or tapes
of a proceeding ten dollars per tape.

The fees or charges i nposed under this section shall be allowed as
court costs whenever a judgnent for costs is awarded.

Sec. 22. RCW12.40.010 and 1991 ¢ 71 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

In every district court there shall be created and organi zed by the
court a departnent to be known as the "small clains departnent of the
district court”. The small clains departnent shall have jurisdiction,
but not exclusive, in cases for the recovery of noney only if the
amount cl ai mred does not exceed ((twe)) ten thousand ((fve—-hundred))
dol |l ars.

Sec. 23. RCW35.20.030 and 1993 ¢ 83 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The munici pal court shall have jurisdiction to try violations of
all city ordinances and all other actions brought to enforce or recover
license penalties or forfeitures declared or given by any such
or di nances. It is enpowered to forfeit cash bail or bail bonds and
i ssue execution thereon, to hear and determi ne all causes, civil or
crimnal, arising under such ordi nances, and to pronounce judgnent in
accordance therewith: PROVIDED, That for a violation of the crimna
provi sions of an ordi nance no greater punishment shall be inposed than
a fine of five thousand dollars or inprisonnent inthe city jail not to
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exceed one year, or both such fine and i nprisonnment, but the puni shnent
for any crimnal ordinance shall be the sane as the puni shnent provi ded
instate lawfor the same crine. Al civil and crimnal proceedings in
muni ci pal court, and judgnents rendered therein, shall be subject to
reviewin the superior court by wit of reviewor on appeal: PROVI DED,
That an appeal from the court’s determ nation or order in a traffic
infraction proceeding may be taken only in accordance with RCW
46. 63. 090(5) . Costs in civil and crimnal cases may be taxed as
provided in district courts.

The presiding superior court judge within each county neking the
el ection under section 2 of this act shall have the exclusive authority
to organi ze and approve a violations bureau. A violations bureau my
be granted jurisdiction over all infractions, including ordinance
violations wthin cities and counties. The presiding superior court
judge shall have the exclusive authority to appoint hearings officers
assigned to a violations bureau. A person so appointed as a hearings
officer shall neet the requirenents for hearings officers set forth in
suprene court rules.

Sec. 24. RCW 35.20.090 and 1987 ¢ 202 s 195 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In all civil cases and crimnal cases where jurisdiction is
concurrent with district courts as provided in RCW 35.20.250, within
the jurisdiction of the nmunicipal court, the plaintiff or defendant may
demand a jury, which shall consist of six citizens of the state who
shal | be i npanel ed and sworn as in cases before district courts, or the
trial may be by a judge of the nunicipal court: PROVIDED, That no jury
trial may be held on a proceeding involving a traffic infraction. A
def endant requesting a jury shall pay to the court a fee which shall be
the sanme as that for a jury in district court. \Were there is nore
than one defendant in an action and one or nore of them requests a
jury, only one jury fee shall be collected by the court. Each juror
may receive up to ((twenty-—five)) fifty dollars but in no case |ess
than ten dollars for each day in attendance upon the nunicipal court,
and in addition thereto shall receive mleage at the rate determ ned
under RCW43. 03. 060: PROVI DED, That the conpensation paid jurors shal
be determ ned by the legislative authority of the city and shall be
uniformy applied. Trial by jury shall be allowed in crimnal cases
involving violations of city ordinances commenci ng January 1, 1972,
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unl ess such incorporated city affected by this chapter has made
provi sion therefor prior to January 1, 1972.

Sec. 25. RCW35.20.150 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 s 7 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The nuni ci pal judges shall be elected on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in Novenber, 1958, and on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday of Novenber every fourth year thereafter by the el ectorate
of the city in which the court is |located. The auditor of the county
concerned shall designate by nunber each position to be filled in the
muni ci pal court, and each candidate at the tinme of the filing of his or
her decl aration of candi dacy shall designate by nunber so assigned the
position for which he or she is a candidate, and the nanme of such
candi date shall appear on the ballot only for such position. The nane
of the person who receives the greatest nunber of votes and of the
person who receives the next greatest nunber of votes at the primary
for a single nonpartisan position shall appear on the general election
bal | ot under the designation therefor. Elections for nunicipal judge
shal | be nonpartisan. They shall hold office for a termof four years
and until their successors are elected and qualified. The term of
office shall start on the second Minday in January follow ng such
el ection. Any vacancy in the nunicipal court due to a death,
disability or resignation of a nmunicipal court judge shall be filled by
the mayor, to serve out the unexpired term Such appoi ntment shall be
subject to confirmation by the | egislative body of the city.

When section 2 of this act applies, election and vacancy provi Si ons
applicable to superior court judges shall apply.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 26. A new section is added to chapter 35.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

|f the election is nade under section 2 of this act, the presiding
judge of the superior court, in consultation with the legislative
authority of the city, shall nmake admnistrative provision for the
transfer of cases, proceedi ngs, and matters pendi ng before a nmuni ci pal
court established under this chapter, together with all files and
records, to the superior court. Such cases, proceedings, and matters
shall thereafter be treated as if originally filed in superior court.

The presiding judge, in consultationwith the |l egislative authority
of the city, shall make adm nistrative provision for the transfer of
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such personnel of the nunicipal court as deened necessary for the
efficient operation of the superior courts in the county.

The presiding judge and the |l egislative authority of the city shal
make any other adm nistrative provisions to effectuate the intent and
pur pose of this act.

Sec. 27. RCW 36.18.020 and 1999 c 42 s 635 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Revenue collected under this section is subject to division
with the state public safety and educati on account under RCW 36. 18. 025
and with the county or regional law library fund under RCW 27. 24. 070.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in RCW 3.62.060, clerks of
superior courts shall collect the followng fees for their official
servi ces:

(a) The party filing the first or initial paper in any civil
action, including, but not limted to an action for restitution,
adoption, or change of nane, shall pay, at the tine the paper is filed,
a fee of one hundred ten dollars except, in an unlawful detainer action
under chapter 59.18 or 59.20 RCWfor which the plaintiff shall pay a
case initiating filing fee of thirty dollars, or in proceedings filed
under RCW28A. 225. 030 al |l eging a viol ati on of the conpul sory attendance
| aws where the petitioner shall not pay a filing fee. The thirty
dollar filing fee under this subsection for an unl awful detai ner action
shal | not include an order to show cause or any ot her order or judgnment
except a default order or default judgnent in an unlawful detainer
action.

(b) Any party, except a defendant in a crimnal case, filing the
first or initial paper on an appeal from a court of Ilimted
jurisdiction or any party on any civil appeal, shall pay, when the
paper is filed, a fee of one hundred ten dollars.

(c) For filing of a petition for judicial review as required under
RCW 34.05.514 a filing fee of one hundred ten dollars.

(d) For filing of a petition for unlawful harassnent under RCW
10.14.040 a filing fee of one hundred ten dollars.

(e) For filing the notice of debt due for the conpensation of a
crime victi munder RCW7.68.120(2)(a) a fee of one hundred ten doll ars.

(f) I'n probate proceedings, the party instituting such proceedi ngs,
shall pay at the tinme of filing the first paper therein, a fee of one
hundred ten doll ars.
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(g) For filing any petition to contest a wll admtted to probate
or a petition to admt a wll which has been rejected, or a petition
objecting to a witten agreenent or nenorandum as provided in RCW
11. 96A. 220, there shall be paid a fee of one hundred ten dollars.

(h) Upon conviction or plea of guilty, upon failure to prosecute an
appeal froma court of limted jurisdiction as provided by | aw, or upon
affirmance of a conviction by a court of |imted jurisdiction, a
defendant in a crimnal case shall be liable for a fee of one hundred
ten doll ars.

(1) Wth the exception of demands for jury hereafter made and
garni shnents hereafter issued, civil actions and probate proceedi ngs
filed prior to mdnight, July 1, 1972, shall be conpl eted and gover ned
by the fee schedule in effect as of January 1, 1972: PROVI DED, That no
fee shall be assessed if an order of dism ssal on the clerk’s record be
filed as provided by rule of the suprene court.

(3) No fee shall be collected when a petition for relinquishnment of
parental rights is filed pursuant to RCW 26.33.080 or for forms and
i nstructional brochures provided under RCW 26. 50. 030.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 28. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In any county where section 2 of this act applies, the presiding
judge of the superior court shall establish a |ocal justice advisory
commttee and determ ne the size and conposition of the council. The
advi sory comm ttee shall coordinate its activities and reconmmendati ons
with the local |aw and justice council where appropriate.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 29. Courthouse facilitators are deened
essential for the superior court. In every courthouse in which the
superior court convenes, a courthouse facilitator shall be assigned by
the presiding superior court judge in the county. For every ten
superior court judges no less than one facilitator shall be assigned.

The adm ni strator for the courts shall by rul e inplenent procedures
necessary to conply wth federal requirenents that are a prescribed
condition for the allocation of federal funds to the state to cover al
or any part of the costs incurred under this section.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 30. The suprene court shall by court rule
prescribe the duties and responsibilities for all presiding superior
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court judges. The rule shall set forth the adm nistrative authority of
each presiding judge to govern and manage the court staff and resources
of each courthouse in which a superior court convenes. The board of
judicial adm nistration shall recomend rules to the suprene court.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 31. There is created an office of marshal for
the state of Washi ngton. The governor upon nom nation by the chief
justice of the suprene court shall appoint the Washi ngton st ate marshal
with confirmation by the senate. The marshal shall be responsible for
the enforcenent of all orders issued by judges of the Wshington
suprene court, the court of appeals, and the superior court. The chi ef
justice and governor mmy prescribe additional duties, including the
authority to appoint deputy marshals. The marshal shall submt a
budget and action plan to the chief justice for inclusion into the
suprene court budget. The marshal serves at the pleasure of the chief
justice.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 32. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The presiding superior court judge within each county making the
el ection under section 2 of this act shall have the exclusive authority
to organi ze and approve a violations bureau. A violations bureau may
be granted jurisdiction over all infractions, including ordinance
violations within cities and counties. The presiding superior court
j udge shall have the exclusive authority to appoint hearings officers
assigned to a violations bureau. A person so appointed as a hearings
of ficer shall neet the requirements for hearings officers set forth in
suprene court rules.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 33. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each superior court presiding judge in a county shall have the
exclusive authority to organize and inplenent alternative dispute
resolution prograns within the county. Prograns inplenented under this
section shall be provided w thout cost to |owincone individuals. A
fee structure may be utilized based upon the ability to pay, but the
use of a dispute resolution program shall not be conditioned upon
financial ability of individuals.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 34. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each superior court presiding judge in a county shall have the
exclusive authority to organize and i nplenent nontradi ti onal
adj udi cati on proceedings, wth the consent of the parties. Such
proceedi ngs shall be used to expedite adjudication of all nmatters, but
especially civil matters. Parties nay choose to waive court rules and
stipulate to the evidence, submt witten argunents and points of
authority, and agree to a binding decision by a specific judge. Such
prograns shall be free to indigent parties.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 35. A new section is added to chapter 2.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In any court of record that accepts electronic filings, or that
establishes any expedited adjudication or alternative dispute
resol ution prograns, the suprene court may alter the filing fees by
court order. Any such change to the filing fees shall apply to al
courts, notw thstandi ng any other |aw or policy.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 36. The board of judicial adm nistration shall
study the i npact of the provisions of this act, including the inpact on
the rules of evidence and the rules of discovery.

The board shall also develop rules for recommendation to the
suprenme court on electronic filings, including provisions that would
allow parties to recover costs associated with providing electronic
records and pl eadings to the courts.

The board shall report to the | egislature and the suprene court by
January 1, 2002.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 37. The board of judicial adm nistration shall,
at its earliest convenience, review statutes and court rules in the
areas of, but not limted to, probate, donestic relations, traffic
i nfractions, smal | cl ai ns, and juvenile justice, and make
recommendations to the legislature for use of nonjudicial personnel to
process cases.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 38. The joint legislative audit and review
commttee shall conduct a fiscal reviewof the state court system The
study shall exam ne, but not be limted to: (1) The funding of state
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courts, including district and nmunicipal courts; (2) current sources of
revenue generated by the court system (3) court workloads at all
| evel s; and (4) potential fiscal inpacts of the inplenentation of this
act . On or before Decenber 31, 2001, the commttee shall nmake
recommendations to the legislature on nmethods to inprove the fisca
operation of the court system

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 39. The Washington state institute for public
policy shall study and evaluate the crimnal laws in the Revised Code
of Washi ngton and nake recommendations to the | egislature concerning
provisions that may be decrimnalized. The institute shall submt a
final report to the legislature by January 1, 2002. The report shal
describe the standards and assunptions used to determ ne which |aws
were selected for a recommendation to decrimnalize.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 40. This act may be known and cited as the
court reformact of 2000.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 41. Sections 2 through 28, 30, and 32 through
34 of this act take effect July 1, 2001.

--- END ---
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