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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6202

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kohl-Wlles, Stevens, Hargrove, Long, Costa,
Fairley, MAuliffe and W nsl ey)

Read first tine 01/28/2000.

AN ACT Relating to conflicts of interest in the placenent of
children in out-of-honme care; and addi ng new sections to chapter 74.13
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No child may be placed or remain in out-of-hone care under this
chapter or chapter 13.34 RCWwhen there is a conflict of interest on
the part of any adult residing in the hone in which the child is to be
or has been placed. A conflict of interest exists when:

(a) There is an adult in the honme who, as a result of: (i) H's or
her enploynent; and (ii) an allegation of abuse or neglect of the
child, conducts or has conducted an i nvestigation of the allegation; or

(b) The child has been, is, or is likely to be a wtness in any
cause of action against any adult in the home when the cause incl udes:
(i) An allegation of abuse or negl ect against the child or any sibling
of the child; or (ii) a claim of damages resulting from w ongful
interference with the parent-child relationship of the child and his or
her biol ogical or adoptive parent.
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(2) For purposes of this section, "investigation" neans the
exerci se of professional judgnment in the reviewof allegations of abuse
or neglect by: (a) Law enforcenent personnel; (b) persons enpl oyed by,
or under contract with, the state; (c) persons |icensed to practice | aw
and their enpl oyees; and (d) nental health professionals as defined in
chapter 71.05 RCW

(3) The prohibition set forth in subsection (1) of this section may
not be waived or deferred by the departnent under any circunstance or
at the request of any person, regardl ess of who has nmade the request or
the length of time of the requested pl acenent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Waen the secretary has reasonable cause to believe that an
enpl oyee has violated the conflict of interest provisions in section 1
of this act, notw thstandi ng any rul e adopt ed under chapter 41.06 RCW
the secretary shall imrediately suspend the enpl oyee.

(2) The secretary shall immediately institute proceedings to
termnate the enpl oynent of any person who is found by the departnent,
based upon a preponderance of the evidence, to have violated the
conflict of interest provisions in section 1 of this act.

(3) When the secretary has reasonable cause to believe that the
enpl oyee of a contractor has violated the conflict of interest
provisions in section 1 of this act, the secretary shall require the
enpl oyee of a contractor to be imedi ately renoved from any enpl oynent
position which would permt the enpl oyee to make or infl uence pl acenent
deci si ons.

(4) The secretary shall disqualify for enploynent with a contractor
in any position which would permit the enployee to nmake or influence
pl acenent deci sions, any person who is found by the departnent, based
upon a preponderance of evidence, to have violated the conflict of
i nterest provisions of section 1 of this act.

(5) The secretary, when considering the renewal of a contract with
a contractor who has taken action under subsection (3) or (4) of this
section, shall require the contractor to denonstrate that there has
been significant progress made in reducing the I|ikelihood that the
contractor’s enployees would violate the conflict of interest
provisions in section 1 of this act. The secretary shall not renew a
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contract unl ess he or she determ nes that significant progress has been
made.

(6) For purposes of RCW50.20.060, a person term nated under this
section shall be considered discharged for m sconduct.

~-- END ---
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