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SENATE BI LL 6208

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fraser, Jacobsen, Kohl-Wlles and Kline

Read first tinme 01/10/2000. Referred to Committee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to providing incentives to reduce air pollution
t hrough t he use of cl ean-fuel vehicles; anmendi ng RCW81. 100. 020; addi ng
a new section to chapter 46.16 RCW adding a new section to chapter
46. 61 RCW adding new sections to chapter 70.120 RCW creating a new
section; prescribing penalties; providing an effective date; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the federal clean
air act anmendnents of 1990 sought to accelerate the deploynent of
cl ean-fuel vehicles through the use on nonnonetary incentives. The
federal regulations adopted to inplenment the clean air act anmendnents
direct states to exenpt federally certified and | abeled clean-fue
vehicles in fleets fromhi gh occupancy vehicle restrictions for single-
occupant vehicles. In addition, the federal transportation equity act
of the twenty-first century encourages and permts states to extend t he
hi gh occupancy vehicle |ane access exenption to nonfleet owners of
cl ean-fuel vehicles.

The legislature finds that the goals of the state and federal clean
air acts will be advanced by extending the use of the high occupancy
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vehicle lanes to federally certified clean-fuel vehicles as | ong as the
vehicles are not a significant cause of congestion in the high
occupancy vehicl e | anes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent may issue special clean-fuel |icense plates,
bearing the standard background, for passenger vehicles that are
federally certified as: (a) Inherently |owemssion vehicles; (b)
ultra lowemssion vehicles; or (c) zero-emssion vehicles. The
license plates shall denote the vehicle's certification wth the
i nherently | ow em ssion, ultra | ow em ssion, or zero-em ssion
desi gnation

(2) The departnment shall issue the special clean-fuel 1|icense
pl ates upon paynent by the applicant of all |icense fees, but the
departnment may not set or charge an additional fee for the special
clean-fuel |icense plates. The departnent shall replace, at cost,
license plates issued under this section if they are lost, stolen,
damaged, defaced, or destroyed. The clean-fuel license plates shal

remain with the vehicle for which they were initially issued and may
not be used on anot her vehicle.

(3) The departnent shall revoke the speci al cl ean-fuel designation
if the vehicle is required to have a standard em ssion test, under
chapter 70.120 RCW and it fails the test. |If the vehicle fails the
em ssion test the vehicle’ s owner shall return the special clean-fuel
license plates to the departnent within fifteen days and apply for
regul ar |icense plates.

(4) The use of a special clean-fuel license plate on a vehicle that
is not federally certified, or on a certified vehicle that has failed
an em ssion test nore than fifteen days previous, is a m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state departnment of transportation and the |ocal
authorities, inconsultation with the departnent of ecol ogy, nay perm:t
a vehicle with one or nore occupants to operate in high occupancy
vehicle lanes if it is certified as an inherently | ow em ssion vehicl e,
ultra | owem ssion vehicle, or zero-em ssion vehicle pursuant to Title
40, Chapter 1, Part 88, Code of Federal Regulations, is labeled in
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accordance with section 88.312-93(c) of that title, and bears a speci al

clean-fuel license plate as provided in section 2 of this act.
(2) Inherently lowemssion fleet vehicles that have been
certified, | abeled, and i ssued special clean-fuel |icense plates shal

be allowed in the high occupancy vehicle lanes with only one occupant
in federally designated nonattai nment air pollution areas. For the
purpose of this section "fleet" nmeans a vehicle ower who is in a
nonattai nnent area and owns a total of at |east ten notor vehicles,
including the inherently |ow em ssion vehicle, which operate in the
owner’s fleet.

(3) The departnment of transportation, in consultation with the
departnment of ecology, may adopt rules establishing tenpora
exenpti ons, such as tine-of-day or day-of -week, which aut hori ze vari ous
cl asses of clean-fuel vehicles to use the high occupancy vehicle | anes
regardl ess of the anobunt of traffic.

(4) The governor may, by executive order, renpbve or restore the
cl ean-fuel vehicle access to any high occupancy vehicle I|ane, or
portions of those |anes, during periods of peak congestion, if the
departnent of transportation finds the vehicles are a significant cause
of congestion in the high occupancy vehicle |anes.

(5 In mking the decision to allow, renove, or restore a
classification of clean-fuel vehicles under this section, preference
shal |l be given to the class of vehicles that have the | owest em ssi ons.

(6) Single-occupant inherently |owem ssion vehicles are not
authorized to operate in the high occupancy vehicle l|anes after
Septenber 30, 2003. Single-occupant ultra | ow em ssion vehicles and
si ngl e-occupant zero-em ssion vehicles are not authorized to operate in
t he hi gh occupancy vehicle | anes after Decenber 30, 2008.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 70.120 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If a vehicle with special clean-fuel |icense plates bearing the
designation inherently lowemssion, ultra |owemssion, or zero-
em ssion, as provided in section 2 of this act, fails an em ssion test
required under this chapter, the departnent shall imediately send
witten notice of the failure to the departnment of |icensing.

Sec. 5. RCWS81.100.020 and 1990 ¢ 43 s 13 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Transit agency" neans a city that operates a transit system
a public transportation benefit area, a county transportation
authority, or a nmetropolitan municipal corporation.

(2) The "high occupancy vehicle system includes high occupancy
vehicle lanes, related high occupancy vehicle facilities, and high
occupancy vehi cl e prograns.

(3) "High occupancy vehicle | anes"” nean | anes reserved for public
transportation vehicl es ((eny—or—pubHet+ransportation—vehieles)) and
may i nclude private vehicles carrying no fewer than a specified nunber
of passengers under RCW 46.61. 165 or vehicles with special clean-fuel
license plates authorized in section 2 of this act.

(4) "Related facilities" neans park and ride lots, park and pool
| ots, ranps, bypasses, turnouts, signal preenption, and other
i nprovenents designed to maximze use of the high occupancy vehicle
system

(5) "H gh occupancy vehicle program neans advertising the high
occupancy vehicl e system pronoting carpool, vanpool, and transit use,
provi di ng vanpool vehicles, and enforcenent of driving restrictions
gover ni ng hi gh occupancy vehicl e | anes.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 70.120 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of ecology, in consultation wth the departnent of
licensing and the departnent of transportation, shall collect and
review the rel evant data on cl ean-fuel vehicles |icensed under section
2 of this act, analyze their effects on inproving air quality in this
state, review their inpacts on traffic flows in the high occupancy
vehicle | anes, and make recommendations to the |egislature regarding
whet her the clean-fuel |icensing program shoul d be extended.

The departnment shall report its findings under this section to the
| egi slature by January 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act takes effect January 1, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act expires January 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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