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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6214

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Deccio, Wnsley and Franklin)

Read first tine 01/28/2000.

AN ACT Relating to requirenents for consent to and refusal of
cardi opul monary resuscitation; and adding a new chapter to Title 70
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Cardiopulnonary resuscitation” neans neasures to restore
cardiac function or to support ventilation in the event of cardiac or
respiratory arrest. Cardiopul nonary resuscitation shall not include
measures to i nprove ventil ation and cardi ac functions in the absence of
an arrest.

(2) "Do-not-resuscitate” neans a decision to not attenpt
cardi opul monary resuscitation in the event a patient suffers cardi ac or
respiratory arrest.

(3) "Legal representative" neans a person authorized under RCW
7.70.065 to provide infornmed consent to health care for a patient who
is inconpetent, as defined in RCW 11.88.010(1)(e).
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Consent to cardiopul nobnary resuscitation
or to do-not-resuscitate may be provided by the patient or |[egal
representative when a |licensed physician has determ ned and docunent ed
at | east one of the follow ng factors:

(a) A high nedical probability, based on the patient’s current
medi cal condition, that the patient’s heart will stop or breathing wll
stop, or both will stop;

(b) Cardiopul nonary resuscitation treatnment would be nedically
futile;

(c) The patient has a termnal condition as defined in RCW
70.122. 020;

(d) The patient has a pernmanent unconsci ous condition, as defined
in RCW 70. 122. 020; or

(e) Resuscitation would inpose an extraordinary burden on the
patient given the patient’s current medi cal condition and the expected
out cone of resuscitation for the patient.

(2) A consent to cardiopulnonary resuscitation or do-not-
resuscitate expressed according to this chapter nust be honored. This
chapter nmust not be interpretedtolimt the ability of an adult person
to execute a directive under chapter 70.122 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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