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SENATE BI LL 6237

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Fairley; by request of Enploynent Security Departnent

Read first time 01/11/2000. Referred to Comrmittee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to processing fees deducted fromearnings wthheld
due to child support; anendi ng RCW 26. 23. 060; creating a new section;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.23.060 and 1998 c 160 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The division of child support may issue a notice of payrol
deducti on:

(a) As authorized by a support order that contains a notice clearly
stating that child support may be collected by wthholding from
earni ngs, wages, or benefits without further notice to the obligated
parent; or

(b) After service of a notice containing an incone-w thhol ding
provi sion under this chapter or chapter 74.20A RCW

(2) The division of child support shall serve a notice of payrol
deduction upon a responsi ble parent’s enployer or upon the enpl oynent
security departnment for the state in possession of or ow ng any
benefits from the unenpl oynment conpensation fund to the responsible
parent pursuant to Title 50 RCW
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(a) In the manner prescribed for the service of a sumobns in a
civil action;

(b) By certified mail, return receipt requested,

(c) By electronic neans if there is an agreenent between the
secretary and the person, firm corporation, association, politica
subdi vi sion, departnent of the state, or agency, subdivision, or
instrunmentality of the United States to accept service by electronic
neans; or

(d) By regular mail to a responsi ble parent’s enployer unless the
di vision of child support reasonably believes that service of process
in the manner prescribed in (a) or (b) of this subsection is required
for initiating an action to ensure enployer conpliance with the
wi t hhol di ng requirenent.

(3) Service of a notice of payroll deduction upon an enpl oyer or
enpl oynent security departnment requires the enployer or enploynent
security departnment to i medi ately make a mandatory payroll deduction
from the responsible parent’s unpaid disposable earnings or
unenpl oynent conpensation benefits. The enployer or enploynent
security departnent shall thereafter deduct each pay period the anount
stated in the notice divided by the nunber of pay periods per nonth.
The payrol |l deduction each pay period shall not exceed fifty percent of
t he responsi bl e parent’s di sposabl e earni ngs.

(4) A notice of payroll deduction for support shall have priority
over any wage assignnent, garnishnent, attachnent, or other |egal
process.

(5 The notice of payroll deduction shall be in witing and
i ncl ude:

(a) The nanme and soci al security nunber of the responsible parent;

(b) The anmobunt to be deducted from the responsible parent’s
di sposabl e earni ngs each nonth, or alternate anounts and frequenci es as
may be necessary to facilitate processing of the payroll deduction;

(c) A statenment that the total anmount w thheld shall not exceed
fifty percent of the responsible parent’s di sposabl e earnings;

(d) The address to which the paynents are to be miled or
del i vered; and

(e) A notice to the responsible parent warning the responsible
parent that, despite the payroll deduction, the responsible parent’s
privileges to obtain and maintain a license, as defined in RCW
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74. 20A. 320, may not be renewed, or nmay be suspended if the parent is
not in conpliance with a support order as defined in RCW 74. 20A. 320.

(6) An informational copy of the notice of payroll deduction shal
be miiled to the last known address of the responsible parent by
regul ar mail

(7) An enployer or enploynent security departnent that receives a
noti ce of payroll deduction shall make i medi ate deductions fromthe
responsible parent’s wunpaid disposable earnings and remt proper
anounts to the Washington state support registry within seven worki ng
days of the date the earnings are payable to the responsible parent.

(8) An enployer, or the enploynent security departnment, upon whom
a notice of payroll deduction is served, shall nake an answer to the
di vision of child support within twenty days after the date of service.
The answer shall confirm conpliance and institution of the payrol
deduction or explain the circunstances if no payroll deduction is in
effect. The answer shall also state whether the responsible parent is
enpl oyed by or receives earnings from the enployer or receives
unenpl oynent conpensation benefits from the enploynment security
departnment, whether the enployer or enploynent security departnent
anti ci pates payi ng earnings or unenpl oynent conpensation benefits and

the anount of earnings. If the responsible parent is no |onger
enpl oyed, or receiving earnings from the enployer, the answer shal
state the present enployer’s nane and address, if known. If the

responsi ble parent is no |onger receiving unenploynent conpensation
benefits from the enploynent security departnent, the answer shall
state the present enployer’s nane and address, if known.

The returned answer or a paynent remtted to the division of child
support by the enpl oyer constitutes proof of service of the notice of
payrol |l deduction in the case where the notice was served by regul ar
mai |

(9) The enpl oyer ((er—enployrent—seecurty—departrent)) nmay deduct
a processing fee from the remainder of the responsible parent’s
earnings after w thhol ding under the notice of payroll deduction, even
if the remai nder i s exenpt under RCW26. 18. 090. The processing fee may
not exceed: (a) Ten dollars for the first disbursenent nade to the
Washi ngton state support registry; and (b) one dollar for each
subsequent di sbursenent to the registry.

(10) The notice of payroll deduction shall remain in effect until
rel eased by the division of child support, the court enters an order
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term nating the notice and approving an al ternate arrangenent under RCW
26. 23.050, or until the enployer no |onger enploys the responsible
parent and is no |longer in possession of or owing any earnings to the
responsi bl e parent. The enpl oyer shall pronptly notify the office of

support enforcenment when the enployer no |onger enploys the parent

subject to the notice. For the enploynment security departnent, the
noti ce of payroll deduction shall remain in effect until released by

the division of child support or wuntil the court enters an order

term nating the notice.

(11) The division of child support may use uniform interstate
wi t hhol di ng forns adopted by the United States departnent of health and
human services to take w thhol di ng actions under this section when the
responsi bl e parent is receiving earnings or unenpl oynent conpensation
i n anot her state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. |f any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state or the eligibility of
enployers in this state for federal unenploynent tax credits, the
conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the
conflict, and the finding or determnation does not affect the
operation of the remainder of this act. Rules adopted under this act
must neet federal requirenents that are a necessary condition to the
receipt of federal funds by the state or the granting of federa
unenpl oynent tax credits to enployers in this state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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