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SENATE BI LL 6267

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Sell ar

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to the establishnent of boundaries when creating a
metropolitan park district; anmending RCW 35.61.010, 35.61.020,
35.61. 030, 35.61.040, 35.61.050, 35.61.250, and 84.09.030; and addi ng
a new section to chapter 35.61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.61.010 and 1994 c 81 s 60 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((e

AN N aaa 'a Fa' a
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mapner—set—forth—n—this—chapter—may—ereate)) A netropolitan park
district may be created for the managenent, control, inprovenent,
mai nt enance, and acqui sition of parks((—parkwayss)) and ( ( beulevards))
recreation facilities as defined in this chapter. A netropolitan park
district nust include all of the territory within a city with a
popul ation of at least five thousand, and may include additional
contiguous territory, whether unincorporated territory or all of the
territory located in one or nore additional cities.

VO
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Sec. 2. RCW35.61.020 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 020 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Aballot proposition authorizingthe creation of a netropolitan
park district shall be submtted by ordi nance to the voters of the area
proposed to be included in the park district at any general election,
or at any special election which may be called for that purpose((—e+

. | . held i I . . " Y . .
preetrnets—thereef—the—etty——counetH—oer—conmmsstoen—+rayy) ) .

(a) The ballot proposition shall be submtted if the legislative
authority of the city enacts such an ordinance after adopting a
resol ution proposing creation of a netropolitan park district or ((er))
if apetition ((ef)) proposing creation of a netropolitan park district
is submtted to the county auditor that has been signed by at | east

fifteen percent of the ((gualited—electors—ofthe—ettybaseduponthe
registration—for—thelast—precedi-ng—general—ei-ty—election—shall—by

ef—ter+ritory—annexed—to—and—tftormng—apart—oef)) registered voters

residing in the city.

(b) For districts proposed to be created after January 1, 2000, the
ball ot proposition shall be submtted if either: (i) A resolution
proposing the creation of the nmetropolitan park district is adopted by
t he governing body of each city proposed to be included in the park
district and the county legislative authority of the county in which
any uni ncor porated area proposed to be included in the park district is
| ocated; or (ii) a petition proposing the creation of the nmetropolitan
park district is submtted to the county auditor that has been signed
by at least fifteen percent of the registered voters residing in the
area proposed to be included in the park district. The petition or
resolution shall describe the boundaries of the proposed netropolitan
park district and propose creating the park district.

(2) The ballot proposition shall be approved by a majority of the
voters residing in the area in which the netropolitan park district is
proposed to be created.

(3) Once created, any territory ((by—vi+rtue—of—its—annexation))

that is annexed to any city ((havingheretofore—ecreateda)) included in
a netropolitan park district shall be ((deeredtobewthinthetHmts

of)) added automatically to the netropolitan park district upon the
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effective date of the annexation by the city and such an extension of
a park district’s boundaries shall not be subject to review by a
boundary revi ew board.

((Theei | o hal 1 submit ¢l L
Lol el eeti : | ed tt : : I L Y

Sec. 3. RCW35.61.030 and 1985 ¢ 469 s 32 are each amended to read

as foll ows:
(( N I . I : hei |
. Fon. I . o .. hall '

preper—place;—the))

(1) The ballot proposition authorizing creation of a netropolitan
park district that is submtted to voters for their approval or
rejection shall appear on the ballot of the next general election or at
t he next special election date specified under RCW29. 13. 020 occurring
sixty or nore days after the last resolution proposing the creation of
the park district is adopted or the date the county auditor certifies
that the petition proposing the creation of the park district contains
sufficient valid signatures, if a boundary review board does not exi st
in the county.

(2) The creation of a netropolitan park district is not subject to
review by a boundary review board if the proposed netropolitan park
district only includes one or nore cities and the special election at
which a ballot proposition authorizing creation of the park district
shall be held as if a boundary review board does not exist in the
county. In all other instances, notice of the proposal to create a
netropolitan park district shall be filed with the boundary review
board as provi ded under RCW36.93. 090 and the special election at which
a ball ot proposition authorizing creation of the park district shall be
held at the next special election date specified under RCW 29.13. 020
sixty or nore days after the date the boundary review board is deened
to have approved the proposal, approves the proposal, or nodifies and
approves the proposal.
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(3) The leqgislative authority of a city placing on the ballot a
proposition ((whieh)) authorizing the creation of a netropolitan park

district shall ((be—expressed—n)), in the ordinance submtting the

question to the voters, choose and describe the conposition of the

initial nmetropolitan park district comm ssion that is proposed under

RCW 35. 61. 050. The proposition shall include the follow ng terns:

| "For the formation of a nmetropolitan park district."
| "Against the formation of a netropolitan park district."

Sec. 4. RCW35.61.040 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 040 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

I f ((at—an—eleetion)) a majority of the voters voting ((thereon))
on the ballot proposition authorizing the creation of the netropolitan

park district vote in favor of the formation of a netropolitan park

district, the netropolitan park district shall ((then—be—andbecone))
be created as a nunicipal corporation effective inmmediately upon

certification of the election results that voters approved the ball ot

proposition and its nanme shall be "Metropolitan Park D strict of

(inserting the nane of the largest city included in the
park district)."

Sec. 5. RCW35.61.050 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Five park comm ssioners shall be elected at large as the
initial nmenbers of the board of park conmm ssioners for the netropolitan
park district at the sanme election at which the ballot proposition is
submtted to the voters as to whether a netropolitan park district is
to be forned((—FHvre—park—coemmssioeners—shall—be—elected)). The
el ection of netropolitan park comm ssioners shall be null and void if
the nmetropolitan park district is not created. Candidates shall run
for specific comm ssion positions. ((Ne)) Aprimary shall not be held
to nom nate candi dates.

(2) The person receiving the greatest nunber of votes for each
position shall be elected as a netropolitan park comm ssioner. The
staggering of the terns of office shall occur as follows: ((3)) (a)
The two persons who are elected receiving the two greatest nunbers of
votes shall be elected to six-year terns of office if the election is
held in an odd-nunbered year or five-year ternms of office if the
election is held in an even-nunbered year; (({2)) (b) the two persons
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who are el ected receiving the next two greatest nunbers of votes shal
be elected to four-year terns of office if the election is held in an
odd- nunbered year or three-year terns of officeif the electionis held
in an even-nunbered year; and ((3))) (c) the other person who is
el ected shall be elected to a two-year termof office if the election
is held in an odd-nunbered year or a one-year term of office if the
election is held in an even-nunbered year.

The initial netropolitan park conm ssioners shall take office
i mredi ately when they are elected and qualified, and for purposes of
conputing their terns of office the terns shall be assuned to commence
on the first day of January in the year after they are elected.
Thereafter, all comm ssioners shall be elected to six-year terns of
office at general elections held in odd-nunbered years.

Al'l comm ssioners shall serve until their respective successors are
elected and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW
29.04.170. Vacancies shall occur and shall be filled as provided in
chapter 42.12 RCW

Sec. 6. RCW35.61.250 and 1985 ¢ 416 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The territory adjoining a netropolitan park district may be annexed
to and becone a part ((thereof—upon)) of the netropolitan park district
under a petition and ((an)) election ((held—pursuvant—therete)) nethod
of annexation. The petition shall define the territory proposed to be
annexed and nust be signed by twenty-five regi stered voters, resident
within the territory proposed to be annexed, unless the territory is
within the imts of another city when it nust be signed by twenty
percent of the registered voters residing wthintheterritory proposed
to be annexed. The petition nust be addressed to the board of park
comm ssioners requesting that the question be submtted to the | egal
voters of the territory proposed to be annexed, whether they wll be
annexed and beconme a part of the netropolitan park district. 1f the
board of park comm ssioners accepts the proposed annexation, a ball ot
proposition authorizing the annexation shall be submtted to voters
residing in the territory at a special election date specified under
RCW 29. 13. 020.

Sec. 7. RCW 84. 09. 030 and 1996 c¢c 230 s 1613 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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Except as foll ows, the boundaries of counties, cities and all other
taxing districts, for purposes of property taxation and the |evy of
property taxes, shall be the established official boundaries of such
districts existing on the first day of March of the year in which the
property tax levy is made.

The official boundaries of a newy incorporated taxing district
shall be established at a different date in the year in which the
i ncorporation occurred as foll ows:

(1) Boundaries for a newy incorporated city shall be established
on the last day of March of the year in which the initial property tax
| evy is made, and the boundaries of a road district, library district,
or fire protection district or districts, that include any portion of
the area that was incorporated wthin its boundaries shall be altered
as of this date to exclude this area, if the budget for the newy
incorporated city is filed pursuant to RCW 84.52.020 and the |evy
request of the newly incorporated city is nade pursuant to RCW
84.52. 070. Whenever a proposed city incorporation is on the March
special election ballot, the county auditor shall submt the |ega
description of the proposed city to the departnment of revenue on or
before the first day of March;

(2) Boundaries for a newy incorporated port district shall be
established on the first day of Cctober if the boundaries of the newy
incorporated port district are coterminous with the boundaries of
anot her taxing district, as they existed on the first day of March of
t hat year

(3) Boundaries of any other newy incorporated taxing district
shal | be established on the first day of June of the year in which the
property tax levy is made if the taxing district has boundaries
cotermnous wth the boundaries of another taxing district, as they
existed on the first day of March of that year;

(4) Boundaries for a newy incorporated water-sewer district shal
be established on the fifteenth of June of the year in which the
proposition under RCW 57.04.050 authorizing a water district excess
| evy is approved;

(5) Boundaries of a newy incorporated netropolitan park district
shall be established on the first day of June of the year in which the
proposition under RCW 35.61.030 authorizing creation of the park
district is approved. The boundaries of a park and recreation district
or park and recreation service area from which territory has been
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renoved under section 8 of this act, as the result of the creation of

a new netropolitan park district, shall be established on the first day

of June of the vear in which the ballot proposition authorizing the

metropolitan park district i s approved.

The boundaries of a taxing district shall be established on the
first day of June if territory has been added to, or renoved from the
taxing district after the first day of March of that year wth
boundaries coterm nous with the boundaries of another taxing district
as they existed on the first day of March of that year. However, the
boundaries of a road district, library district, or fire protection
district or districts, that include any portion of the area that was
annexed to a city or towmn wthin its boundaries shall be altered as of
this date to exclude this area. In any case where any instrunent
setting forth the official boundaries of any newy established taxing
district, or setting forth any change in such boundaries, is required
by lawto be filed in the office of the county auditor or other county
official, said instrument shall be filed in triplicate. The officer
with whom such instrunment is filed shall transmt two copies to the
county assessor.

No property tax levy shall be nmade for any taxing district whose
boundaries are not established as of the dates provided in this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any area included within a park and recreation district or a park
and recreation service area that is also included within a newy
created netropolitan park district or is annexed by a netropolitan park
district shall be renoved fromthe park and recreation district or the
park and recreation service area i mmedi ately upon the effective date of
the creation of the newnetropolitan park district or the annexation by
the netropolitan park district.

~-- END ---
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