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S-3520.1

SENATE BI LL 6294

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Haugen and Cke

Read first tinme 01/12/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to aquatic nuisance species; anending RCW
77.12.020; and adding a new chapter to Title 75 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The aquatic nui sance species commttee
is created for the purpose of fostering state, federal, tribal, and
private cooperation on aquati c nui sance species i ssues. The m ssion of
the commttee is to mnimze the unauthorized or accidental
i ntroduction of nonnative aquatic species and give speci al enphasis to
preventing the introduction and spread of aquatic nui sance species.
The term "aquati c nui sance speci es" nmeans a nonnative aquatic plant or
ani mal species that threatens the diversity or abundance of native
species, the ecological stability of infested waters, or comerci al,
agricultural, or recreational activities dependent on such waters.

(2) The conmttee consists of representatives from each of the
foll ow ng state agencies: Departnent of fish and wildlife, departnent
of ecol ogy, departnent of agriculture, departnent of heal th, depart nment
of natural resources, Puget Sound water quality action team state
patrol, state noxious weed control board, and WAshington sea grant
program The commttee shall encourage and solicit participation by:
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Federal | y recogni zed tri bes of Washi ngton, federal agencies, Washi ngton
conservation organi zations, and representatives from industries that
may either be affected by the introduction of an aquatic nuisance
species or that may serve as a pathway for their introduction.

(3) The conmttee has the follow ng duties:

(a) Periodically revise the state of Washi ngton aquatic nui sance
speci es managenent plan, originally published in June 1998;

(b) Recommend to the fish and wildlife comm ssion that an ani nal be
classified by the comm ssion as an aquati c nui sance speci es;

(c) Reconmmend to the state noxious weed control board that a pl ant
be classified under the process designated by RCW 17.10.080 as an
aquati c noxi ous weed;

(d) Coordinate education, research, regulatory authorities,
monitoring and control progranms, and participate in regional and
national efforts regardi ng aquati c nui sance speci es;

(e) Consult wth representatives from industries and other
activities that may serve as a pathway for the introduction of aquatic
nui sance speci es to devel op practical strategies that will mnim ze the
ri sk of new introductions; and

(f) Prepare a biennial report to the legislature with the first
report due by Decenber 1, 2001, neking recomrendations for better
acconplishing the purposes of this chapter, and listing the
acconplishnents of this chapter to date.

(4) The commttee shall acconplishits duties through the authority
and cooperation of its nmenber agencies. |Inplenentation of all plans
and prograns devel oped by the commttee shall be through the nenber
agenci es and ot her cooperating organi zati ons.

Sec. 2. RCW77.12.020 and 1994 ¢ 264 s 53 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall investigate the habits and distribution of
the various species of wildlife native to or adaptable to the habitats
of the state. The comm ssion shall determ ne whether a species should
be managed by the departnent and, if so, classify it wunder this
section.

(2) The commssion may classify by rule wild animals as gane
animal s and gane aninmals as fur-bearing animals.
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(3) The comm ssion may classify by rule wild birds as gane birds or
predatory birds. Al wild birds not otherw se classified are protected
wildlife.

(4) In addition to those species listed in RCW 77.08.020, the
comm ssion may classify by rule as gane fish other species of the class
OGsteichthyes that are commonly found in fresh water except those
classified as food fish by the director.

(5) The director may recommend to the comm ssion that a species of
w I dlife should not be hunted or fished. The conmm ssion nmay designate
species of wldlife as protected.

(6) If the director determnes that a species of wildlife is
seriously threatened with extinction in the state of Washington, the
director may request its designation as an endangered speci es. The
comm ssi on may desi gnate an endangered speci es.

(7) 1If the director determnes that a species of the aninal
ki ngdom not native to Washington, is dangerous to the environnent or
wildlife of the state, the director nmay request its designation as
del eterious exotic wldlife. The conm ssion nmay desi gnate del eterious
exotic wildlife.

(8) The conm ssion may classify aquatic nui sance species either (a)
if the director determ nes that an aquatic aninmal species that is not
native to WAshington threatens the diversity or abundance of native
species, the ecological stability of infested waters, or conmercial,
agricultural, or recreational activities dependent on such waters, then
the director may request its classification as an aquatic nuisance
species; or (b) upon recomendation of the aquatic nuisance species
conmttee, created in section 1 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act constitutes a new
chapter in Title 75 RCW

~-- END ---
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