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SENATE BI LL 6331

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Costa, Wnsley, Thibaudeau, Fairley, Kohl-Wlles and
Gar dner

Read first tine 01/13/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to disclosure of health care information; and
anmendi ng RCW 70. 24. 084 and 70. 02. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.24.084 and 1999 ¢ 391 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter shall have
a right of action in superior court and may recover for each viol ation:

(a) Agai nst any person who negligently violates a provision of this
chapter, one thousand dol |l ars, or actual damages, whi chever is greater,
for each violation.

(b) Agai nst any person who intentionally or recklessly violates a
provision of this chapter, ten thousand dollars, or actual danmages,
whi chever is greater, for each violation.

(c) Reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs.

(d) Such other relief, including an injunction, as the court may
deem appropri at e.

(2) Any action under this chapter is barred unless the action is
comenced within three years after the cause of action accrues.

p. 1 SB 6331



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[ = S S
a b WO N R O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

(3) Nothing in this chapter limts the rights of the subject of a
test for a sexually transmtted disease to recover danages or other
relief under any other applicable | aw

(4) Nothing in this chapter may be construed to inpose civil
l[tability or crimnal sanction for disclosure of a test result for a
sexually transmtted disease in accordance wth any reporting
requi renment for a di agnosed case of sexually transmtted di sease by the
departnent or the centers for disease control of the United States
public health service.

(5 It is a negligent violation of this chapter to cause an
unaut hori zed conmuni cation of confidential sexually transmtted di sease
information by facsimle transm ssion or otherw se communicating the

information to an unaut horized recipient when the sender knew or had

reason to know the facsinmle transm ssion tel ephone nunber or other
transmttal information was incorrect or outdated.

Sec. 2. RCW 70. 02. 150 and 1991 c¢ 335 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A health care provider shall effect reasonabl e safeguards for the
security of all health care information it naintains.

Reasonabl e safeguards shall include affirmative action to delete
outdated and incorrect facsimle transmssion or other telephone
transmttal nunbers from conputer, facsimle, or other data bases
Reasonabl e saf eqguards shall include affirnative actions to assure that
health care information transmtted by conputer, facsimle
transm ssion, or other neans is properly received by the authorized
recipient.

~-- END ---
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