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SENATE BI LL 6337

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Hargrove, Long, Sheahan, Costa, Wnsley and Cke; by request
of Departnent of Corrections

Read first time 01/13/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to crimnal investigations and information
gathering within department of corrections facilities; adding a new
section to chapter 72.09 RCW creating a new section; and decl aring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a need
for the department of corrections to establish an investigations unit
to investigate and prevent crines wthin departnment of corrections
facilities and to facilitate sharing and receiving of information with
other crimnal justice agencies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 72.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There is hereby created in the departnment of corrections a
crimnal investigations unit.

(2) The secretary shall commssion investigators and such
commi ssion shall be considered that of a limted authority Washi ngton
peace officer pursuant to RCW 10.93. 020. This comm ssion shall be
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limted to arrest and detention in state correctional institutions as
defined in RCW 9. 94. 049.

(3) The crimnal investigations unit is authorized to share with
other crimnal justice agencies crimnal history record i nformati on and
other crimnal justice information that can be lawfully di ssem nated to
a crimnal justice agency and may receive such information from ot her
crimnal justice agencies. The crimnal investigations unit shall be
consi dered a | aw enf or cenent agency aut hori zed to recei ve i nvestigative
and intelligence information for the purposes of RCW 43.43.854 and
43. 43. 856

(4) The crimnal investigations unit shall, in cooperation with
| ocal law enforcenent, conduct investigations for the purposes of
enforcing crimnal |aws, conduct intelligence gathering wthin
departnent facilities, and provi de assi stance to other crimnal justice
agenci es.

(5) The crimnal investigations unit shall:

(a) Coordinate with other crimnal justice agencies in the state
concerning violations of the crimnal laws w thin departnent
facilities;

(b) Provide a conmmuni cati ons networ k capabl e of interconnecting all
of fices and investigators of the unit.

(6) In order to maxim ze the efficiency and effectiveness of state
resources, the crimnal investigations unit shall, where feasible, use
existing facilities and systens.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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