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SENATE BI LL 6343

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Swecker

Read first tinme 01/13/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to a pilot project to allow a county to adm ni ster
hydraulic permts; adding a new section to chapter 75.20 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a pilot project
to allow a county to admnister hydraulic permts wll increase

government efficiency, citizen satisfaction, and conpliance wth state
and |l ocal environnmental requirenments. The legislature further finds
that a pilot project wll not conpromse thorough and conpetent
envi ronmental revi ew

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment may develop a pilot project to allowa county to
adm nister hydraulic permts. The departnent has discretion to
determ ne whi ch county may participate in the pilot project. No county
is obligated to participate in the pilot project program The pil ot
project shall be established by witten agreenent between the
departnent and the participating county. The departnent shall retain

p. 1 SB 6343



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W WWwWwwWNNNNNNMNNMNMNNNRERRRERERREERLERPRPR
O D> WNREF OO O~NOOdNWNERO®OOO-NOOOUWMAWNINIRO

full oversight authority and shall not del egate rul e-nmaking authority
during the pilot project.

(2) The agreenent shall specify the types of hydraulic permts the
participating county nmay adm nister. However, the county may not
adm ni ster hydraulic permts associated with forest practices. The
agreenent shall incorporate, at a mninmum the regul atory standards of
this chapter and Title 220 WAC, provisions for a | ocal appeal s process
equivalent to that provided by this chapter and Title 220 WAC, and
provisions for effective nonitoring and enforcenent of the hydraulic
permts issued by the participating county. In addition, the agreenent
shal |l incorporate the follow ng guidelines:

(a) There shall be no decrease in protection of fish habitat;

(b) There shall be no full-time equivalent or funding shift from
the departnent to the participating county; and

(c) The departnent shall retain authority to devel op programmatic
permts and habitat conservation plans.

(3) The participating county may charge permt applicants to cover
any additional cost of processing hydraulic permt applications,
i ncludi ng i nspection and nonitoring, consistent wwth the county' s fee
ordi nance. The departnent shall not seek any contribution fromfees
coll ected by the participating county for services perfornmed under the
agreenent .

(a) The departnent and the participating county shall assenble a
citizen advisory panel including, at a mninmm representatives of the
bui l di ng i ndustry, environnental groups, and permt applicants.

(b) The departnment, with the advice and assistance of the citizen
advi sory panel, shall anal yze the devel opnent and i npl enmentati on of the
pilot project and assess whether it nerits continued and expanded
application to additional jurisdictions. This analysis shall consider
whet her the pilot project results in enhanced environnental protection,
cost-effectiveness to both the state and the participating county, and
efficient service delivery to applicants. The departnent and the
advi sory panel shall deliver the analysis and recommendations to the
| egislature not nore than two years after inplenentation of the
agreenent .

~-- END ---
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