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SENATE BI LL 6350

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kline, Fairley, Heavey, Thi baudeau, Costa, Kohl-Welles,
McAul i ffe and Goi ngs

Read first time 01/14/2000. Referred to Commttee on Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to occupational disease; adding new sections to
chapter 51.28 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 51.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An occupational disease claimis presuned to arise naturally
and proxi mately out of enploynent and the enployer has the burden of
proving that an unsafe or unhealthy condition, practice, or other
hazard at a workplace did not contribute to the clai med occupati onal
di sease if the foll ow ng occur:

(a) A worker notifies the enployer of an unsafe or unhealthy
condition, practice, or other hazard that mght result in an
occupati onal di sease;

(b) A worker files an occupational disease claimalleging that an
occupational disease resulted fromthe unsafe or unhealthy condition,
practice, or other hazard after it was reported to the enployer and
bef ore the enpl oyer investigated and corrected the condition, practice,
or other hazard; and
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(c) A physician has certified that the clai mant has an occupati onal
di sease that, nore likely than not, arose fromthe type of unsafe or
unhealthy condition, practice, or other hazard reported to the
enpl oyer.

(2) If a worker notifies an enployer of an unsafe or unhealthy
condition, practice, or other hazard that mght result in an
occupational disease, the enployer shall investigate and correct the
condition, practice, or other hazard. Failure to respond within a
reasonable time to the notice subjects an enployer to a penalty
determ ned by the director, but not to exceed two t housand five hundred
dol lars for each offense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 51.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall adopt rules to i nplement section 1 of this
act .

(2) In making rules to determ ne a reasonable response tine for
pur poses of section 1(2) of this act, the departnent shall consider:
(a) The potential for harm from the condition, practice, or other
hazard; and (b) the ease of correcting the condition, practice, or
ot her hazard.

~-- END ---
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