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S-3587.1

SENATE BI LL 6362

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Zarelli, Hargrove, Honeyford, Hochstatter, Johnson, Swecker
and Stevens

Read first time 01/14/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to maki ng deci si ons about the renoval and pl acenent
of foster children; and anendi ng RCW 74. 13. 325 and 74. 13. 290.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.13.325 and 1997 ¢ 272 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Wthin avail able resources, the departnent shall increase the
nunber of adoptive and foster famlies available to accept children
t hrough an intensive recruitnent and retenti on program The depart nent
shall contract wth a private agency to coordinate foster care and
adoptive honme recruitnent activities for the departnent and private
agenci es.

(2) Wthin the departnent, the division of |icensed resources,
children’s admnistration, shall have primary responsibility for the

recrui tnent of new foster hones.

Sec. 2. RCW74.13.290 and 1990 c¢c 284 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To provide stability to children in out-of-honme care, placenent
selection shall be nade with a view toward the fewest possible
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pl acenents for each child. |If possible, theinitial placenment shall be
viewed as the only placenent for the child. The use of short-term
interimplacenments of thirty days or less to protect the child s health
or safety while the placenent of choice is being arranged is not a
violation of this principle.

(2) In any situation in which there has been a founded allegation
of abuse or neglect against a l|licensed provider, whether or not the
child placed with that provider remains is the decision of the division
of children and famly services. In making the decision whether to
renove the child fromthe hone of the provider, the departnent shal
consider whether the health and safety of the child would be
jeopardi zed if he or she remained in the provider’s hone and whet her it
is in the child s best interests to be renpved from the provider’s
hone.

~-- END ---
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