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SENATE BI LL 6374

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Long, Hargrove, Franklin, Stevens, Kohl-Wlles, Wnsley and
Cost a

Read first time 01/14/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to notification and tinme limts for initial
eval uations by the county designated nental health professional; and
anmendi ng RCW 71. 05. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW71.05.050 and 1998 ¢ 297 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

Not hing in this chapter shall be construed to |imt the right of
any person to apply voluntarily to any public or private agency or
practitioner for treatnent of a mnental disorder, either by direct
application or by referral. Any person voluntarily admtted for
inpatient treatnment to any public or private agency shall be rel eased
i mredi ately upon his or her request. Any person voluntarily admtted
for inpatient treatnent to any public or private agency shall orally be
advised of the right to inmedi ate rel ease and further advised of such
rights in witing as are secured to them pursuant to this chapter and
their rights of access to attorneys, courts, and other |egal redress.
Their condition and status shall be reviewed at |east once each one
hundred ei ghty days for evaluation as to the need for further treatnment
and/ or possible release, at which tine they shall again be advised of
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their right to rel ease upon request: PROVI DED HONEVER, That if the
prof essional staff of any public or private agency or hospital regards
a person voluntarily admtted who requests rel ease as presenting, as a
result of a nental disorder, an innmnent |ikelihood of serious harm or
is gravely disabled, they may detain such person for sufficient time to
notify the county designated nental health professional of such
person’s condition to enable the county designated nental health
prof essional to authorize such person being further held in custody or
transported to an evaluation and treatnent center pursuant to the
provi sions of this chapter, which shall in ordinary circunstances be no
| ater than the next judicial day: PROVIDED FURTHER, That if a person
is brought to the energency room of a public or private agency or
hospital for observation or treatnent, the person refuses voluntary
adm ssion, and the professional staff of the public or private agency
or hospital regard such person as presenting as a result of a nental
di sorder an inmmnent |ikelihood of serious harm or as presenting an
i mm nent danger because of grave disability, they may detain such
person for sufficient tine to notify the county designated nenta
heal th professional of such person’s condition to enable the county
designated nmental health professional to authorize such person being
further held in custody or transported to an evaluation treatnent
center pursuant to the conditions in this chapter, but which tine shal

be no nore than six hours from the tine the professional staff

( (determne—that—an—evaluat+on—by)) notifies the county designated

mental health professional that an evaluation is necessary. The
professional staff nust notify the county designated nental health
professional imrediately upon determning that an evaluation is

necessary. Wen, in the opinion of the professional staff, nmedically
necessary treatnent precludes the county designated nental health
prof essional from conducting the evaluation, the professional staff
shall notify the county designated nental health professiona
i medi ately upon conpletion of the treatnent.

~-- END ---
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