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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6384

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Natural Resources, Parks & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Jacobsen, Spanel and Gardner)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2000.

AN ACT Rel ating to marine finfish aquacul ture; addi ng a new chapter
to Title 75 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. Marine aquatic farmng locations in
Washi ngton state have accidentally rel eased Atl antic sal non i nto Puget
Sound. Simlar accidents in Canada have resulted in the successfu
spawni ng of Atlantic salnon in Pacific Northwest habitat. These events
rai se concern about the effect of escaped nonnative species on native
runs of Pacific salnon declared threatened or endangered under the

federal endangered species act. It is necessary to mnimze the inpact
of escapes through the inplenentation of state-wide prevention
measur es. The legislature finds that it is prudent to prohibit

establishment of additional Atlantic salnon marine aquatic farmng
| ocations in marine waters until the prevention prograns called for in
this chapter are inplenented. The legislature further finds that
failure of state agencies to approve the use of antifoulants on nets
has resulted in excessive accumrulations of narine organisnms whose
wei ght has contributed to equipnent failures that have resulted in
escapes.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definition in this section applies
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

"Marine aquatic farm ng | ocati on" neans a conpl ete conpl ex that may
be conposed of various marine enclosures, net pens, or other rearing
vessels, food handling facilities, or other facilities related to the
rearing of Atlantic salnon or other finfish in marine water. A marine
aquatic farmng location is distinguished from the individual
facilities that collectively conpose the |ocation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The director, in consultation wth persons
engaged in Atlantic salnon marine aquatic farmng, shall devel op,
i npl enent, adm nister, and enforce rules that include the follow ng
el enent s:

(1) Provisions for the prevention of the escape of Atlantic sal non
frommari ne enclosures, net pens, or other rearing vessels;

(2) Provisions for the devel opnent and i npl ement ati on of managenent
plans to facilitate the nost rapid recapture of Atlantic sal non that
have escaped from marine enclosures, net pens, or other rearing
vessels, and to prevent the spread or pernmanent escape of Atlantic
salnon. The director shall take all actions necessary to coordinate
t hese provisions with local tribal fishing nmanagers and with the north
of Fal con process, if necessary;

(3) Provisions for the eradication of those Atlantic sal non that
have escaped frommari ne encl osures, net pens, or other rearing vessels
found spawning in state waters. The director shall take all actions
necessary to coordinate these provisions with local tribal fishing
managers and with the north of Fal con process, if necessary;

(4) Provisions for the devel opnent of managenent practices based on
the nost current, accurate, and conplete scientific and technical
i nformati on avail abl e, including the use of antifoul ants approved under
section 4 of this act, that are applicable to Atlantic sal non marine
aquatic farm ng;

(5) Provisions for the devel opnent of an Atlantic salnon watch
program simlar to the one in operation in British Col unbia, Canada.
The program nust provide for the nonitoring of escapes of Atlantic
sal non frommari ne aquatic farm ng | ocati ons, nonitor the occurrence of
naturally produced Atlantic salnon, determ ne the inpact of Atlantic
salnon on naturally produced and cultured finfish stocks, provide a
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focal point for consolidation of scientific information, and provide a
forumfor interaction and education of the public; and

(6) The director shall report to the legislature by Decenber 1,
2000, on procedures and proposed funding nethods for observers and
unannounced i nspections of Atlantic sal non nmarine aquatic | ocations on
a regular basis to determne conformty with |aw and the rules of the
departnent relating to the operation of such |locations. The director
shall include in this report the nost current, accurate, and conplete
scientific and technical information available on the use of triploid
or female stocks in rearing Atlantic sal non.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Wthin sixty days of the effective date of
this section, the director, and the director of the departnent of
ecol ogy, in cooperation with persons engaged in Atlantic sal non mari ne
aquatic farmng, shall approve an antifoulant for use on nets to
prevent the buil dup of marine organi snms on net pens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Wthin sixty days of the effective date of
this section, persons engaged in Atlantic sal non marine aquatic farm ng
shal | devel op and i npl enent:

(1) Witten plans for the prevention of Atlantic sal non escapes
frommari ne enclosures, net pens, or other rearing vessels;

(2) Witten plans and agreenents with local fishers to facilitate
the nost rapid recapture of Atlantic salnon that have escaped from
mari ne encl osures, net pens, or other rearing vessels, and to prevent
the spread or pernmanent escape of Atlantic sal non. Persons engaged in
Atl antic sal non mari ne aquatic farm ng shall take all actions necessary
to coordinate these provisions wth the departnent and local triba
fishing managers; and

(3) Atlantic salnmon marine aquatic farm ng managenent practices
based on the nobst current, accurate, and conplete scientific and
technical information available, including the use of antifoulants
approved under section 4 of this act, that is applicable to Atlantic
sal non marine aquatic farm ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 75 RCW
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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