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SENATE BI LL 6384

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Spanel and Gardner

Read first tinme 01/14/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to marine finfish aquaculture; and adding a new
chapter to Title 75 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 1. Aquaculture net pen facilities in Washi ngton
state have accidentally released Atlantic salnon into Puget Sound.
Sim |l ar accidents in Canada have resulted in the successful spawni ng of
Atl antic salnmon in indigenous habitat. These events raise concern
about the effect of escaped nonnative species on native runs of sal non
decl ared t hreat ened or endangered under the federal endangered species
act . It is necessary to mnimze the inpact of escapes through the
i npl enentation of state-wi de prevention neasures. Until such
prevention neasures are inplenented, it is prudent to prohibit the
expansi on of sal non net pens.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Aquacul ture" has the same neani ng as defined i n RCW15. 85. 020.

(2) "Aquatic farnmer” has the sanme neaning as defined in RCW
15. 85. 020.
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(3) "Private sector cultured aquatic products" has the sane neani ng
as defined in RCW 15. 85. 020.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The director shall devel op, i nplenent
adm nister, and enforce rules to include the follow ng el enents:

(1) Provisions for the prevention of escapes of cultured marine
finfish aquaculture products from enclosures, net pens, raceways,
ponds, or other rearing vessels;

(2) Provisions for the determnation of appropriate species,
st ocks, and races of marine finfish aquaculture products allowed to be
cultured at specific |locations and sites;

(3) Provisions for the devel opnment and i npl enent ati on of nanagenent
plans to facilitate the nost rapid recapture of live marine finfish
aquacul ture products that have escaped from enclosures, net pens,
raceways, ponds, or other rearing vessels, and to prevent the spread or
per manent escape of these products. The director shall take all
actions necessary to coordinate these provisions with local triba
fishing managers and with the north of Fal con process, if necessary;

(4) Provisions for the eradication of those cultured marine finfish
aquacul ture products that have escaped from enclosures, net pens,
raceways, ponds, or other rearing vessels found spawning in state
waters. The director shall take all actions necessary to coordinate
t hese provisions with local tribal fishing nmanagers and with the north
of Fal con process, if necessary;

(5) Provisions for the devel opnent of managenent practices based on
the | atest avail abl e science, to include:

(a) Reclamation standards and requirenents including bonding, if
the director determnes it necessary, to ensure cleanup of sites both
during operation and at the tine of site closure;

(b) Procedures and fundi ng nethods for observers and unannounced
i nspections on a regul ar basis to determne conformty with | aw and t he
rules of the departnment relating to the operation of net pen
facilities; and

(c) Operating procedures at marine finfish aquaculture facilities
to prevent the escape of marine finfish;

(6) Provisions for the devel opnent of an Atlantic salnon watch
program simlar to the one in operation in British Col unbia, Canada.
The program nust provide for the nonitoring of escapes of Atlantic
sal non from mari ne aquacul ture facilities, nonitor the occurrence of
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naturally produced Atlantic salnon, determ ne the inpact of Atlantic
salnon on naturally produced and cultured finfish stocks, provide a
focal point for consolidation of scientific information, and provide a
forumfor interaction and education of the public;

(7) Provisions for the devel opnent of an education program to
assist marine finfish aquaculture facilities to operate in an
environmental | y sound manner.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 4. There is a noratoriumon the creation of
new, or the expansion of existing, marine finfish aquaculture
facilities until the legislature determ nes that the provisions of
section 3 of this act have been establi shed.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. Conpliance with the prograns in this chapter
by marine finfish aquaculture operators is deened to be a provision of
all future fish transport permts issued by the departnent. Mari ne
finfish aquacul ture operators nmay contract with the departnent or ot her
state agencies to inplenment the prograns and requirenents in this
chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 75 RCW

~-- END ---
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