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SENATE BI LL 6394

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hargrove, Patterson, Swecker, Mrton, Snyder and Spanel

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to locating off-site mtigation of wetlands
i npacts; addi ng new sections to chapter 90.74 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.74 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The standards of this section apply to any state agency
approval of a project that inpacts wetlands. Nothing in this section
creates any new authority for regulating wetlands beyond what is
specifically provided for in this section. Nothing in this section
creates any requirenents for |ocal governnent regulation of projects
t hat i npact wetl ands.

(2) A state agency shall not approve off-site conpensatory
mtigation unless it is to be conducted in the sane watershed as the
proj ect causing wetl and i npacts.

(3) In addition to the limtation of subsection (2) of this
section, a state agency shall not approve off-site conpensatory
mtigation of the wetland inpacts of a project located within an
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i ncorporated area or within a designated urban growth area, unless the
mtigation is to be conducted within five mles of the project site.

(4) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Approval" of a project that inpacts wetlands includes the
i ssuance by any state agency of any regulatory permt, water quality
certification, or other regulatory action approving or conditioningthe
proj ect .

(b) "Conpensatory mtigation" nmeans the restoration, creation, or
enhancenent of wetl ands for the purpose of conpensating for unavoi dabl e
adverse inpacts that remain after all appropriate and practicable
avoi dance and m nim zation has been achi eved.

(c) "Of-site conpensatory mtigation" and "off-site mtigation”
means conpensatory mtigation undertaken at a | ocation other than the
project site.

(d) "Project site" neans all contiguous real property used or
proposed to be used for the project and conpensatory mtigation of
wet | and or ot her inpacts.

(e) "Watershed” neans an area identified as a water resource
inventory area under WAC 173-500-040 as it exists on the effective date
of this section. This subsection (3) applies only wthin counties
having a population of greater than five hundred thousand on the
effective date of this section

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90. 74 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnents of ecology and fish and wildlife shall inplenent
this chapter consistent with section 1 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act applies to any state
agency approval of a project that inpacts wetlands where the approval
is made on or after January 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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