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SENATE BI LL 6395

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Franklin, Hochstatter, Fairley, Swecker and Wnsley

Read first tinme 01/14/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to the use of DNA; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The technol ogy of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) identificationis
of great potential benefit to the citizens of this state in many
fields, including human services and health care, scientific research,
crimnal justice, and corrections;

(2) Technology is changing and inproving at an ever-increasing
rate;

(3) DNA technology is particularly inmportant in assisting |aw
enforcenment in identifying and apprehendi ng repeat crimnal offenders
as well as exonerating those people convicted and incarcerated for a
crime they did not commt;

(4) There are legitimate concerns for privacy rights in the
creation, collection, maintenance, disclosure, identification, and use
of DNA;

(5) Protections of citizens’ civil rights and individual privileges
necessitate policy developnent of protections preventing the
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unaut hori zed use of DNA and the use of DNA for discrimnatory purposes;
and

(6) There is a need to address the potential future uses of DNA
that may benefit citizens of this state, for purposes of the health,
safety, and welfare of its citizens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A DNA conmi ssion is established to consi st
of twenty-two nenbers selected as foll ows:

(1) (a) Two nenbers of the senate, appointed by the president of the
senate, one fromeach of the two | argest caucuses; and

(b) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, appointed by the
co- speakers of the house of representatives, one fromeach of the two
| ar gest caucuses;

(2) The follow ng nenbers shall be appointed by the governor:

(a) Two nmenbers representing local public health

(b) One nenber representing genetic counsel ors;

(c) One nenber representing clinical research

(d) One nenber representing epidem ol ogi cal research

(e) One nenber representing the Human Genone project;

(f) One nenber representing genetic ethics;

(g) One nenber representing institutional review boards;

(h) Two nenbers representing geneticists;

(1) One nenber representing research institutions;

(j) One nenber representing civil rights advocates;

(k) Two nmenbers representing crimnal justice and corrections;

(1) One nenber representing privacy advocates; and

(m Three nenbers representing citizens who have undergone genetic

testing.
The comm ssion shall be appointed wthin thirty days from the
effective date of this act. Staffing shall be provided by the

| egi slature. Menbers shall serve w thout renuneration.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The DNA conmm ssion shall:

(1) Develop a state-wi de strategy for evaluating and recommendi ng
public policies relating to the use of DNA;

(2) Conduct a survey and produce a resource guide for citizens
relating to the use of DNA,

(3) Evaluate nethods for protecting an individual’'s privacy
interests in his or her DNA;
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(4) Analyze the incidence of discrimnatory actions state-w de
based upon genetic information;

(5) Devel op reconmendations relative to civil rights’ protections
as they relate to DNA,

(6) Analyze available renedies to conpensate individuals for the
i nappropriate use of their DNA

(7) ldentify appropriate disincentives to inproper use of DNA;

(8) ldentify incentives for further research and devel opnent in the
area of DNA that pronotes public health, safety, and welfare; and

(9) Report its findings and recommendations to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by July 1, 2001.

~-- END ---
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