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S-3792.1

SENATE BI LL 6417

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Eide, Loveland, Patterson, Costa, Prentice,
Fraser, Kline, Rasnussen, Brown, Kohl-Wlles, Bauer, B. Shel don,
W nsl ey and Goi ngs

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the education help line; and anmending RCW
28A. 300. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 300.130 and 1999 c 388 s 401 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Expanding activity in educational research, educational
restructuring, and educational i nprovenent initiatives has produced and
continues to produce nmuch valuable information. The | egislature finds
that such information should be shared with the <citizens and
educational comunity of the state as wdely as possible. To
facilitate access to information and materials on educational
i nprovenent and research, the superintendent of public instruction, to
the extent funds are appropriated, shall establish the center for the
i nprovenent of student |earning. The primary purpose of the center is
to provide assistance and advice to parents, school board nenbers,
educators, and the public regarding strategies for assisting students
in learning the essential academ c |earning requirenents pursuant to
RCW ( (28A—630-885)) 28A 655.060. The center shall work in conjunction
wth the academc achievenent and accountability conmm ssion,
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educational service districts, institutions of higher education, and
education, parent, comunity, and busi ness organi zati ons.

(2) The center, in conjunction with other staff in the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction, shall:

(a) Establish, maintain, and staff full tine, a help line with a
toll-free phone nunber for parents, students, and interested citizens.

The purpose of the help line is to pronpote public awareness and

understandi ng of public education, identify issues of concern and

interest that need response, and provide a resource for parents,

students, and interested citizens who have questions about education

and the |local and state education systens:

(b) Serve as a cl earinghouse for the conpleted work and activities
of the academ c achi evenent and accountability conm ssion;

((b)y)) (c) Serve as a clearinghouse for information regarding
successful educational inprovenent and parental invol venent prograns in
schools and districts, and information about efforts wthin
institutions of higher education in the state to support educational
i nprovenent initiatives in Washington schools and districts;

((€e))) (d) Provide best practices research and advice that can be
used to hel p schools develop and i npl enent: Prograns and practices to
inprove instruction of the essential academic |earning requirenents
( (under—seetion—701t—of—this—aet)); systenms to analyze student
assessnent data, with an enphasis on systens that will conbine the use
of state and |local data to nonitor the academ c progress of each and
every student in the school district; conprehensive, school-w de
i nprovenent pl ans; school - based shar ed deci si on- maki ng nodel s; prograns
to pronote lifelong |earning and community involvenent in education;
school -to-work transition programs; prograns to neet the needs of
hi ghly capabl e students; prograns and practices to neet the diverse
needs of students based on gender, racial, ethnic, economc, and
speci al needs status; research, information, and technol ogy systens;
and ot her prograns and practices that will assist educators in hel ping
students learn the essential academ c | earning requirenents;

((y)) (e) Develop and distribute, in conjunction wth the
academ c achi evenent and accountability conmm ssion, par ent al
i nvol venent materials, including instructional guides developed to
inform parents of the essential academc |earning requirenents. The
instructional guides also shall contain actions parents nay take to
assist their children in neeting the requirenents, and should focus on
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reaching parents who have not previously been involved with their
children’ s educati on;

((e)y)) (f) Ildentify obstacles to greater parent and community
i nvol venent in school shared deci sion-nmaki ng processes and reconmend
strategies for helping parents and community nenbers to participate
effectively in school shared decision-making processes, including
understanding and respecting the roles of school bui | di ng
adm nistrators and staff;

((6))) (g) Develop and maintain an internet web site to increase
the availability of information, research, and other materials;

(((g)y)) (h) Take other actions to increase public awareness of the
i nportance of parental and conmunity invol venent in education;

(()y)) (1) Wrk wth appropriate organi zations to i nformteachers,
district and school adm nistrators, and school directors about the
wai vers avail able and the broadened school board powers under RCW
28A. 320. 015;

(()) () Provide training and consultation services, including
conducting regional summer institutes;

((6+)»)) (k) Address nethods for inproving the success rates of
certain ethnic and racial student groups; and

((Hr)) (1) Performother functions consistent with the purpose of
the center as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction, after consultation
with the academ c achi evenent and accountability conm ssion, shall
sel ect and enploy a director for the center.

(4) The superintendent may enter into contracts with individuals or
organi zations including but not limted to: School districts;
educational service districts; educational organizations; teachers;
hi gher education faculty; institutions of higher education; state
agenci es; business or comunity-based organizations; and other
individuals and organizations to acconplish the duties and
responsibilities of the center. In carrying out the duties and
responsibilities of the center, the superintendent, whenever possible,
shall use practitioners to assist agency staff as well as assist
educators and others in schools and districts.

~-- END ---
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