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SENATE BI LL 6418

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Eide, Brown, Rasnmussen, Bauer, Goings, Costa,
Kohl - Wl | es and Wj ahn

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a process and a date for
determ ni ng when the high school assessnent is valid and reliable and
shall lead to a certificate of mastery; adding a new section to chapter
28A. 655 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is crucial to
establish a process for determ ni ng when the high school assessnent is
valid and reliable and to give a specific date about when that finding
will be made. A specific process nust be foll owed both to be legally
valid and for students, parents, educators, and other citizens to both
under stand and have confidence in the validity and reliability of the
tenth grade assessnent and that the certificate of mastery is an
appropriate neasure of student achievenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin three years, but not l|ater than 2010, after all
conponents of the high school assessnent are required state-wide in
this state’s public schools, the state board of education shall make a
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determ nation that the high school assessnent shall lead to a
certificate of mastery and that it is sufficiently reliable and valid
under RCW 28A. 655. 060 based upon finding that:

(a) The curriculum and instruction are aligned wth the
assessnents;

(b) Students have the opportunity to receive instruction aligned
wi th the assessnents;

(c) The assessnents neasure student | earning accurately, including
but not Iimted to, finding that the scoring of the assessnents is
valid; the standards for achi evenent on the assessnents are clearly and
appropriately established; a process is established to protect the
integrity of the assessnents; the itens on the assessnents are revi ewed
and updated; and the assessnent is reliable, which includes internal
consi stency, interrater reliability, the ability for the results to be
generalized across tasks, and reliability of the cut score;

(d) Educators have training in adm nistering the assessnents;

(e) Educational issues have been addressed i ncl udi ng assessnents in
the early and m ddl e grades, procedures for retesting students, and
hel p for students who do not neet the standards on the assessnents; and

(f) Areporting systemis in place to accurately report the results
of the assessnents.

(2) The state board of education shall consult wth the
superintendent of public instruction, the academ c achi evenent and
accountability comm ssion, representatives of higher education,
educators, school directors, students, parents, and interested citizens
in preparing its findings under this section.

~-- END ---
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