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SENATE BI LL 6424

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Jacobsen, T. Shel don, Cke, Morton, Wnsl ey, Haugen, Sellar,
Rossi and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/17/2000. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to encouraging public and private |andowners to
make | and and water areas available to the public for recreationa
pur poses; anmendi ng RCW 4. 24. 210; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to encourage
owners of |and to nake avail able | and and water areas to the public for
recreational purposes by limting their liability toward persons
entering thereon who may be i njured or otherw se damaged by the acts or
om ssions of persons entering thereon.

Sec. 2. RCW4.24.210 and 1997 ¢ 26 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) ((Bxeept—as—eotherwtse—provided—in——subseetion—{(3)—oef—this
seet+oeh)) Any public or private |andowners or others in |awul
possessi on and control of any | ands whet her desi gnated resource, rural,
or urban, or water areas or channels and | ands adjacent to such areas
or channels, who allow nenbers of the public to use them for the
pur poses of outdoor recreation, which termincludes, but is not limted
to, the cutting, gathering, and renoving of firewood by private persons
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for their personal use wthout purchasing the firewood from the
| andowner, hunting, fishing, canping, picnicking, sw nmmng, hiking,
bi cycl i ng, skateboardi ng or other nonnotorized wheel -based activities,
hanggl i di ng, paragliding, the riding of horses or other animals, clam
di ggi ng, pleasure driving of off-road vehicles, snownbiles, and ot her
vehi cl es, boating, nature study, winter or water sports, view ng or
enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites,
wi thout charging a fee of any kind therefor, shall not be liable for
unintentional injuries to such users, nor shall they be liable for
injuries to third parties caused by such users.

(2) ((EBxeept—as—eotherwtse—provided—n——subseet+on—(3)—of—this
seet+oeh)) Any public or private |andowner or others in |awul
possession and control of any |ands whether rural or urban, or water
areas or channels and | ands adjacent to such areas or channels, who
offer or allow such land to be used for purposes of a fish or wildlife
cooperative project, or allowaccess to such | and for cleanup of litter
or other solid waste, shall not be liable for unintentional injuries to
any vol unteer group or to any other users, nor shall they be liable for
injuries to third parties caused by such users.

(3) Any public or private | andowner, or others in | awful possession
and control of the land, may charge an admnistrative fee of up to
twenty-five dollars for the cutting, gathering, and renoving of

firewood fromthe | and. ( ( Nething—in—this—seet+on—shall—prevent—the
liability of such a |andowner or others in |lawiul possession and

conspieuousty—posted-)) Nothing in RCW4. 24. 200 and ((4-—24210)) this

section limts or expands in any way the doctrine of attractive
nui sance. Usage by nenbers of the public, volunteer groups, or other
users is permssive and does not support any claim of adverse
possession, prescriptive easenent, or other right to use or occupy such
property.

(4) For purposes of this section, a license or permt issued for
state-w de use under authority of chapter ((43-5%)) 79A.05 RCW Title
75, or Title 77 RCWis not a fee.

~-- END ---
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