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S-3826.1

SENATE BI LL 6436

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Prentice, Kohl-Wlles, Fairley, Heavey, Brown,
Kl'i ne and Costa

Read first time 01/17/2000. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to the display of wild and exotic animals for
public entertainnent or amusenent; adding a new section to chapter
16. 52 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that exotic and wild animls used for
entertai nment and anmusenent pose public safety hazards, as evi denced by
attacks and ranpages, which injure or kill both staff and bystanders.
Conditions for such animal acts generally deprive the animals of
social, physical, and behavioral requirenents inherent to their
speci es. | nadequate care and abusive training nethods are often
docunented. Additionally, exotic aninmal acts present a distorted i mage
of wwldlife to the public, disallow ng any natural behavi ors because of
t he confinenment and trai ning.

The purpose of this section is to prohibit traveling displays in
Washi ngton state, with exenptions for facilities accredited by the
Arerican zoo and aquarium association and the association of
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sanctuaries, for the filmng of novies, and for all donestic aninal
events and institutions.

(2) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Display" includes, but is not limted to, the undertaking of
any exhi bition, act, circus, ride, carnival, parade, race, photographic
opportunity, or simlar undertaking in which animals are required to
performtricks, fight, or participate as acconpani nents i n performances
for the anusenent or benefit for an audi ence.

(b) "WId or exotic animal" neans any or all of the follow ng
orders and famlies, whether bred inthe wld or in captivity, and al so
any or all of their hybrids with donmestic species:

(i) Nonhuman primates and prosim ans (chi npanzees, nonkeys);

(1i1) Felidae, except donesticated cats;

(1i1) Canidae, except donmesticated dogs;

(1v) Usidae (all bears);

(v) Probosci dae (el ephants);

(vi) Cetacea (whal es, dol phins, porpoises);

(vii) Crocodilia (alligators, crocodiles);

(viii) Marsupialia (kangaroos, opossuns);

(1x) Reptilia (snakes) over eight feet in length and snakes and
reptiles of venonous variety;

(x) Perissodactyl a (hippopotanuses);

(xi) Hyaeni dae;

(xii) Mustelidae (skunks, weasels, otters, badgers);

(xi1i) Procyoni dae (raccoons, coatis);

(xiv) Endentata (anteaters, sloth, armadillos); and

(xv) Viverridae (nongoose, civets, genets).

(c) "Domestic ani mal " neans any ani mal comonly kept by inhabitants
of WAshington state as a pet or for conpani onship:

(1) Domesticated dogs;

(11) Donesticated cats;

(ii11) Donesticated ungul ates (horses, nul es, donkeys, goats, sheep,
pigs, and cattle) or any donestic ani mal designated by rul e under the
| ivestock protection act;

(i1v) Donestic |lamas and al pacas;

(v) Birds; and

(vi) Ferrets.
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(d) "Person" nmeans any individual, partnership, corporation,
organi zation, trade or professional association, joint venture,
associ ation, trust, estate, or any other |legal entity and any offi cer,
menber, sharehol der, director, enployee, agent, or representative of
sane.

(3) No person may display or sponsor a display of wild or exotic
animals within the state of Washi ngton.

(4) A violation of this section is a m sdeneanor.

(5) The provisions of this section do not apply to the display of
wld or exotic aninmals:

(a) At institutions accredited by the American zoo and aquarium
associ ati on;

(b) At institutions accredited by the association of sanctuaries;

(c) On the premses of a television or novie studio setting where
such animals are being kept tenporarily for the purposes of film
production; and

(d) At nonaccredited permanent facilities in existence before
January 1, 2000, that do not transport animals other than for
veterinary care.

~-- END ---
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