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S-3766. 1

SENATE BI LL 6497

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Franklin, Wnsley, Costa, Wjahn and Deccio

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to health; requiring registration of a school
heal th ai de; and adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a
di m ni shing supply of school nurses serving the health needs of
students in the state’s school districts. The supply of nurses has not
increased in proportion to school enrollnent. In addition, the
increasingly conplex health needs of students can no |onger be
adequately net by the delegation of nursing tasks to unlicensed and
unt rai ned school personnel, such as teachers, teacher’s assistants, and
secretarial staff, wthout conpromsing the health of students and

exposi ng school districtstolegal liability. The del egation practices
i n public schools of conplex nursing tasks are of questionable legality
and the opportunity for error has |ife-threatening consequences.

Renoving health barriers to learning is essential to the successfu

education of students, and should be addressed in the state’s school
di stricts by recogni zi ng est abl i shed nursing practice standards and t he
state’s uni formprofessional accountability processes. The | egislature
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decl ares that the training of registered school health aides is in the
interest of public health and safety.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Commssion" neans the nursing care quality assurance
conmi ssion created in RCW 18. 79. 070.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnent of health.

(3) "School health aide" neans a person registered under this
chapter who regularly performs ongoing nursing tasks delegated by a
licensed registered nurse as authorized by this chapter.

(4) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

NEW_SECTI O\ Sec. 3. (1) No certificated or noncertificated
school district enployee nay practice or represent hinself or herself
as a school health aide by use of any title or description of services
w thout being registered to practice by the departnent, unless
ot herwi se exenpted by this chapter

(2) Nursing tasks delegated to a school health aide include those
nursing procedures applicable to school districts provided by I|aw,
including those tasks determned by the commssion by rule in
consultation wth the superintendent of public instruction.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the scope
of nursing procedures applicable to school districts as provided by
| aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed
to prohibit or restrict:

(1) The practice by an individual |icensed, certified, or
regi stered under the laws of this state and perform ng services within
the authorized scope of practice;

(2) The practice by an individual enpl oyed by the governnent of the
United States whil e engaged in the performance of duties prescribed by
the laws of the United States; or

(3) The practice by a person who is a regular student in an
educati onal programapproved by the secretary, and whose performance of
services is pursuant to a regular course of instruction or assignnents
froman i nstructor and under the general supervision of the instructor.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. In addition to any other authority provided
by law, the secretary has the authority to:

(1) Adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWnecessary to i nplenent this
chapter;

(2) Establish all registration, exam nation, and renewal fees in
accordance with RCW 43. 70. 250;

(3) Establish forns and procedures necessary to admnister this
chapter;

(4) Register any applicants, and to deny registration to applicants
who do not neet the mninmum qualifications, except that proceedings
concerning the deni al of registration based upon unprof essi onal conduct
or inpairnent shall be governed by the uniform disciplinary act,
chapter 18.130 RCW

(5 Hire clerical, admnistrative, investigative, and other staff
as needed to inplenent this chapter, and hire individuals registered
under this chapter to serve as examners for any practica
exam nat i ons;

(6) Determ ne m ni num education or training requirenents;

(7) Determne whether alternative nethods of training are
equi valent to formal education, and establish forms, procedures, and
criteria for evaluation of an applicant’s alternative training to
determ ne the applicant’s eligibility for registration;

(8) Inplenment and adm ni ster a program for consuner education;

(9) Adopt rules inplenmenting a continuing conpetency program and

(10) Maintain the official department record of all applicants and
persons regi stered under this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The secretary shall keep an official record
of all proceedings. A part of the record shall consist of a register
of all applicants for registration under this chapter and the results
of each application.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The secretary shall issue a registrationto
any appl i cant who conpl etes an application that identifies the name and
address of the applicant, the registration being requested, and
information required by the secretary necessary to establish whether
there are grounds for denial of a registration or issuance of a
conditional registration under chapter 18.130 RCW
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The comm ssion, in consultation with the
superintendent of public instruction, shall establish by rule the
st andards and procedures for approval of educational and alternative
trai ni ng prograns.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. Applications for registration shall be
submtted on forns provided by the secretary. The secretary my
require any information and docunentation that reasonably relates to
the need to determ ne whether the applicant neets the criteria for
regi stration provided for in this chapter and chapter 18.130 RCW Each
applicant shall pay a fee determned by the secretary under RCW
43.70.250. The fee shall acconpany the application.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The secretary shall establish by rule the
procedural requirenments and fees for renewal of a registration.
Failure to renew shall invalidate the registration and all privileges
granted by the registration. |If aregistration has | apsed for a period
| onger than three years, the person shall denonstrate conpetence to the
sati sfaction of the secretary by taking continuing education courses,
or neeting other standards determ ned by the secretary.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 11. The uniform disciplinary act, chapter
18.130 RCW governs the issuance and denial of registrations,
unaut hori zed practice, and the discipline of persons regi stered under
this chapter. The secretary is the disciplining authority under this
chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. This chapter only applies to a business or
prof ession regul ated under the laws of this state if this chapter is
specifically referenced in the laws regulating that business or
pr of essi on.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 13. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.
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1 NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. Sections 1 through 13 of this act
2 constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

~-- END ---
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