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SENATE BI LL 6498

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator MCaslin

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to DNA testing of evidence; and adding a new
section to chapter 72.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 72.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any person sentenced to death or to life inprisonnent wthout
possibility of rel ease or parol e may request the departnent to i ssue an
order for DNA testing of any appropriate evidence avail able for testing
whi ch may be a reasonabl e basis for proving the person’s innocence, if
DNA test results were not available at the time of conviction or were
not allowed in the court in which the conviction occurred.

(2) The department may issue an order for DNA testing when DNA
testing is appropriate under rules adopted by the departnent and was
not avail able or allowed in the court in which the conviction occurred.

(3) The order for DNA testing shall be served on the |aw
enf orcenent agency hol ding the evidence by personal service or by any
formof mail requiring a return receipt.

p. 1 SB 6498



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e o
o 0o A W N PP O

(4) Wthin twenty days of the date of service of an order for DNA
testing, any party required to produce evidence for DNA testing may
petition in superior court to bar or postpone DNA testing.

(5) The order for DNA testing shall contain:

(a) An explanation of the right to proceed in superior court under
subsection (4) of this section; and

(b) Notice that if no one proceeds under subsection (4) of this
section, the agency issuing the order will schedule DNA testing and
will notify the producing | aw enforcenent agency of the tinme and pl ace
of testing by regular mail.

(6) The departnent shall adopt by rule policies for evaluating
requests for DNA testing, determ ning whether evidence is appropriate
evi dence i ncl udi ng whet her the evidence may provi de a reasonabl e basi s
for challenging the conviction, sharing of the results of the testing
with the legal counsel for the convicted person, and when the
departnment wll assume the costs of DNA testing under this section.

~-- END ---
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