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S-3455. 4

SENATE BI LL 6505

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hal e, Loveland, Honeyford and Snyder

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the restoration and redevel opnent of unfi ni shed
nucl ear power project sites for purposes of econom c devel opnent,
providing for sufficient water supply for restoration and redevel opnent
of such sites; and anendi ng RCW 80. 50. 300.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB80.50.300 and 1996 ¢ 4 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) This section applies only to unfinished nucl ear power projects
( (that—arenot—tocatedontederal—property)). |If a certificate hol der
stops construction of a nuclear energy facility before conpletion,
termnates the project or otherwise resolves not to conplete
construction, never introduces or stores fuel for the energy facility
on the site, and never operates the energy facility as designed to
produce energy, the certificate holder may contract, establish
interlocal agreenents, or use other formal neans to effect the transfer
of site restoration responsibilities, which my include economc
devel opnent activities, to any political subdivision or subdivisions of
the state conposed of elected officials. The contracts, interloca
agreenents, or other formal neans of cooperation nmay include, but are
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not limted to provisions effecting the transfer or conveyance of
interests inthe site and energy facilities fromthe certificate hol der
to other political subdivisions of the state, including costs of
mai nt enance and security, capital inprovenents, and denolition and
sal vage of the unused energy facilities and infrastructure.

(2) If acertificate holder transfers all or a portion of the site
to a political subdivision or subdivisions of the state conposed of
el ected officials and located in the sane county as the site, the
council shall anmend the site certification agreenent to rel ease those
portions of the site that are transferred pursuant to this section
For all or a portion of sites that have been transferred to a political
subdi vision or subdivisions after Septenber 1, 1999, the follow ng
conditions also apply:

(a) The departnent of ecology shall reinstate any authorization
under the site certification agreenent for the use of water as a
muni ci pal permt in good standing and bearing the sane date as the
i ssuance of the site certification agreenent for an anount of water up
to fifteen cubic feet per second as requested by, and for use by, the
political subdivision or subdivisions receiving a transfer of all or a
portion of the site. The certificate holder shall assign such perm¢t
to the political subdivision or subdivisions receiving transfer of al
or a portion of the site;

(b) The political subdivision or subdivisions of the state
receiving transfer of all or a portion of the site shall conply with
applicable provisions of chapter 36.70A RCW and

(c) The political subdivision or subdivisions receiving a transfer
of all or a portion of the site shall conply with the departnent of
ecology and the departnment of health’s conservation and denmand
projection guidelines, and shall consider such neasures as source and
custoner netering, neter testing and repair, and |leak detection and
repair, as well as additional data collection as part of its water
conservation program and shall inplenent such neasures where
reasonably practicable.

| medi ately upon release of all or a portion of the site pursuant
to this section, all responsibilities for maintaining the public
wel fare for portions of the site transferred, including but not limted
to health and safety, are transferred to the political subdivision or
subdi vi sions of the state. However, for all or a portion of sites that
have been transferred to a political subdivision or subdivisions after
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Septenber 1, 1999, the departnent of ecology shall regulate the
reinstated water permt according to applicable |aw

(3) The legislature finds that for all or a portion of sites that
have been transferred to a political subdivision or subdivisions prior
to Septenber 1, 1999, ensuring water for site restoration including
econom ¢ devel opnent, conpleted pursuant to this section can best be
acconplished by a transfer of existing surface water rights, and that
such a transfer is best acconplished admnistratively through
procedures set forth in existing statutes and rul es. However, if a
transfer of water rights is not possible, the departnent of ecol ogy
shall, within six nonths of the transfer of the site or portion thereof
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, create a trust water right
under chapter 90.42 RCW containing between ten and twenty cubic feet
per second for the benefit of the appropriate political subdivision or
subdi vi sions of the state. The trust water right shall be used in
fulfilling site restoration responsibilities, including economc
devel opment. The trust water right shall be fromexisting valid water
rights within the basin where the site is |ocated.

~-- END ---
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