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SENATE BI LL 6522

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Deccio and Costa

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to physical therapy; amending RCW 18.74. 005,
18. 74. 010, and 18.74.012; adding new sections to chapter 18.74 RCW
repeal i ng RCW 18. 74. 085; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.74.005 and 1983 c 116 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

the—publ¢e-)) The purpose of this chapter is to protect the public

health, safety, and welfare, and to provide for state admnistrative
control, supervision, licensure, and regulation of the practice of
physi cal therapy. It is the intent of the legislature that only
individuals who neet and maintain prescribed standards of conpetence
and conduct be allowed to engage in the practice of physical therapy as
defined and authorized by this chapter. This chapter shall be
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liberally construed to pronote the public interest and to acconplish
its purpose.

Sec. 2. RCW18.74.010 and 1997 ¢ 275 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context otherwise requires, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Board" neans the board of physical therapy created by RCW
18. 74. 020.

(2) "Departnment” nmeans the departnent of health.

(3) "Physical therapy" neans the ((t+reatrent—of—any—bedity—or
I ot : I I f oy hysicalchemical

: ; eulati el uded I I " hvsical

)) care and services provided by or
under the direction and supervision of a physical therapist |icensed by
the state.

(4) "Physical therapist” nmeans a person who ((praectieces—physiecal

I ot i o hi I I I nelud

eperators—as—defned+nROW18-108-010)) neets all the requirenents of
this chapter and is licensed in this state to practice physical
t her apy.

(5) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

(6) Words inporting the mascul i ne gender may be applied to fenal es.

(7) "Authorized health care practitioner" mnmeans and includes
i censed physi ci ans, ost eopat hi c physi ci ans, chiropractors,
nat ur opat hs, podi atric physicians and surgeons, dentists, and advanced
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regi stered nurse practitioners: PROVIDED, HOAEVER, That not hi ng herein
shall be construed as altering the scope of practice of such
practitioners as defined in their respective licensure | aws.

(8) "Practice of physical therapy" is based on novenent sci ence and

neans:
(a) Exam ning, evaluating, and testing individuals with nechanical,

physi ol ogi cal , and devel opnental inpairnents, functional linmtations in

novenent , and disability or other health and novenent-related

conditions in order to determne a diagnosis, prognosis, plan of

therapeutic intervention, and to assess and docunent the ongoing

effects of intervention;
(b) Alleviating impairnents and functional limtations i n nbvenent

by designing, inplenenting, and nodifying therapeutic interventions

that include, but are not limted to, therapeutic exercise; novenent-

related functional training in self-care, in-hone, community, or work

rei ntegration; manual therapy including soft tissue and joint

nmobilization and nmnipul ation; t herapeuti c massage; assi stive,

adaptive, protective, and supportive devices and equi pnent, although

these procedures are not wthin the exclusive practice scope of

physi cal therapists: airway cl earance techni ques; debri denent and wound

care; physical agents or npdalities; nechani cal and el ectrotherapeutic

nodalities; and patient-related instruction;

(c) Reducing the risk of injury, inpairnent, functional lintation,
and disability related to movenent, including the pronotion and
mai ntenance of fitness, health, and quality of life in all age

popul ati ons; and
(d) Engaging in admnistration, consultation, education, and

r esear ch.
(9)(a) "Physical therapist assistant" nmeans a person who perforns

physi cal therapy procedures and rel ated tasks that have been sel ected

and del egated only by the supervising physical therapist.
(b) "Physical therapy aide" neans a person trained under the

direction of a physical therapist who perforns designated and

supervi sed routi ne physical therapy tasks.
(c) "Oher assistive personnel"” neans other trained or educated

health care personnel, not defined in (a) or (b) of this subsection,

who performspecific designated tasks related to physical therapy under

the supervision of a physical therapist. At the direction of the

supervi sing physical therapist, and if properly credentialed and not
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prohibited by any other law, other assistive personnel my be
identified by the title specific to their training or education.

(10) "Restricted physical therapy license" neans a license to which
restrictions or conditions, or both, as to scope of practice, place of
practice, supervision of practice, duration of |icensed status, or type
or condition of patient or client served are inposed by the board.

(11) "On-site supervision" neans the supervising physical therapi st
nmust (a) be continuously on-site and present in the departnent or
facility where assistive personnel or holders of interimpermts are
perform ng services; (b) be inmediately available to assist the person
bei ng supervised in the services being perforned; and (c) maintain
continued invol venent in appropriate aspects of each treatnent session
in which a conponent of treatnent is delegated to assistive personnel.

(12) Assistive, adaptive, protective, and supportive devices and
equi pnent neans commercially available knee orthoses used follow ng
injury or surgery; spastic nuscle tone-inhibiting orthoses; upper
extremty adaptive equipnent; finger splints; hand splints; custom
made, leather wist gauntlets; face nasks used follow ng burns;
wheel chair seating that is an integral part of the wheelchair and not
worn by the patient independent of the wheelchair; fabric or elastic
supports; corsets; arch supports also known as foot orthotics; |ow
tenperature direct-fornmed plastic splints; trusses; elastic hose;
canes; crutches; cervical collars; prefabricated orthoses; direct-
formed orthoses; and other simlar devices as determned by the
secretary, such as those comonly carried in stock by a pharnacy,
departnent store, corset  shop, or __surgical supply facility.
Prefabricated orthoses, also known as customfitted or off-the-shelf,
are devices that are manufactured as commercially available stock itens
for no specific patient. Direct-formed orthoses are devices forned or
shaped during the nolding process directly on the patient’s body or
body segnent.

Sec. 3. RCW18.74.012 and 1991 ¢ 12 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Notwi t hstanding the provisions of RCW 18.74.010((4))) (3), a
consultation and periodic review by an authorized health care
practitioner is not required for treatnent of neuronuscular or

nmuscul oskel etal condi ti ons( (:—PROA-BED—That—aphysicaltherapist—ray

H
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NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 4. (1) It is unlawful for any person to
practice or in any manner hold hinself or herself out to practice
physical therapy or designate hinself or herself as a physical
therapist, unless he or she is licensed in accordance with this
chapter.

(2) This chapter does not restrict persons |icensed under any ot her
| aw of this state fromengaging in the profession or practice for which
they are licensed, if they are not representing thenselves to be
physi cal therapists or providers of physical therapy.

(3) The followi ng persons are exenpt from licensure as physica
t her api sts under this chapter when engaged in the follow ng activities:

(a) A person who is pursuing a course of study |leading to a degree
as a physical therapist in an approved professional education program
and i s satisfying supervised clinical education  requirenents related to
his or her physical therapy education while under on-site supervision
of a licensed physical therapist;

(b) A physical therapist while practicing in the United States
arnmed services, United States public health service, or veterans
adm ni stration as based on requirenents under federal regulations for
state licensure of health care providers; and

(c) A physical therapist Ilicensed in another United States
jurisdiction, or a foreign-educated physical therapist credentialed in
anot her country, perform ng physical therapy as part of teaching or
participating in an educational sem nar of no nore than sixty days in
a cal endar year

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) No person may practice or in any manner
hold hinself or herself out to be engaging in the practice of physical
t herapy or designate hinself or herself as a physical therapist unless
licensed as a physical therapist in accordance with this chapter.

(2) A physical therapist licensed under this chapter is fully
authorized to practice physical therapy as defined in this chapter.

(3) A physical therapist shall refer persons under his or her care
to appropriate health care practitioners if the physical therapist has
reasonabl e cause to believe synptons or conditions are present that
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require services beyond the scope of practice or when physical therapy
i's contraindicated.

(4) Physical therapists shall adhere to the recogni zed st andards of
et hics of the physical therapy profession and as further established by
rule.

(5 A physical therapist who neets further qualifications as
established by rule may penetrate tissue for the purpose of testing
neur onuscul ar performance.

(6) A physical therapist may perform wound debridenment and wound
managenent that includes, but is not |limted to, sharp debridenent,
debridenment with other agents, dry dressings, wet dressings, topical
agents including enzynes, and hydr ot her apy.

(7)(a) A physical therapist l|icensed under this chapter my
purchase, store, and adm nister nedications such as hydrocortisone,
fl uoci noni de, fluorinethane, silvadine, |idocaine magnesi um sulfate,
zinc oxide, and other simlar nedications, and may adm ni ster such
ot her drugs or nedications as prescribed by a physician. A pharnmaci st
who di spenses such drugs to a |licensed physical therapist is not |iable
for any adverse reactions caused by any nethod of use by the physical
t her api st.

(b) The secretary, after consultation with representatives of the
physi cal therapy licensing board, the board of pharmacy, and the
medi cal quality assurance conmm ssion, nay adopt rules that authorize
i censed physical therapists to purchase and use |egend drugs and
devices in addition to the drugs authorized in this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. (1) Physical therapists are responsible for
patient care given by assistive personnel under their supervision. A
physi cal therapist may del egate to assistive personnel and supervise
sel ected acts, tasks, or procedures that fall within the scope of
physi cal therapy practice but do not exceed the education or training
of the assistive personnel.

(2) Physical therapist assistants shall at all tines be under the
supervision of a licensed physical therapist as further set forth in
rul e.

(3) Physical therapy aides and other assistive personnel shall
performpatient care activities under on-site supervision of alicensed
physi cal therapist.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The public has access to the follow ng
i nformation:

(a) A listing of physical therapists licensed in the state,
i ncluding place of practice, license nunber, date of expiration, and
status of |icense. This listing shall also include interim permt
hol ders;

(b) A listing of physical therapist assistants licensed in the
state, including place of enploynent, |icense nunber, and date of

expiration; and

(c) Alisting of official actions taken by the board.

(2) Honme addresses and t el ephone nunbers of physical therapists and
physi cal therapist assistants are not public records and shall be kept
confidential by the board.

(3) Physical therapists shall disclose in witing to patients if a
referring practitioner is deriving direct or indirect conpensation from
the referral to physical therapy.

(4) Physical therapists shall disclose in witing any financia
interest in products they endorse and recommend to their patients.

(5) Physical therapists have the responsibility to ensure that the
pati ent has know edge of freedom of choice in services and products.

(6) Information relating to the physical therapist/patient
relationship is confidential and nmay not be communicated to a third
party not involved in that patient’s care without the prior witten
consent of the patient. The physical therapist/patient privilege does
not extend to cases in which the physical therapist has a duty to
report information as required by | aw

(7) Any person may submt a conplaint regarding any |icensee or any
ot her person potentially in violation of this chapter. Confidentiality
shal | be mai ntai ned subject to | aw

(8) The board shall keep all information relating to the receiving
and investigation of conplaints filed against |icensees confidentia
until the information beconmes public record or as required by |aw

(9) Each licensee shall display a copy of his or her l|icense or
current renewal verificationin alocation accessible to public view at
his or her place of practice.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. In order to use spinal manipulation as a
treatnent technique, a physi cal t her api st nmust meet  further
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qgualifications as established by rule. This section expires January 1,
2005.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. RCW 18. 74.085 (Advertising of spinal
mani pul ati on or nobilization prohibited) and 1988 ¢ 185 s 4 are each
r epeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Sections 4 through 8 of this act are each
added to chapter 18.74 RCW

~-- END ---
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