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S-3913. 2

SENATE BI LL 6523

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to clarifying what constitutes a gift to a state
officer or state enployee; anending RCW 42.52.140, 42.17.170, and
42.17.180; and adding a new section to chapter 42.17 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 42.52. 140 and 1994 c 154 s 114 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No state officer or state enployee nay receive, accept, take,
seek, or solicit, directly or indirectly, any thing of econom c val ue
as a gift, gratuity, or favor froma person if it could be reasonably
expected that the gift, gratuity, or favor would influence the vote,
action, or judgnent of the officer or enployee, or be considered as
part of a reward for action or inaction.

(2)(a) For the purposes of this section, a donation made to a
nonprofit corporation exenpt fromtaxation under section 501(c)(3) of

the federal internal revenue code is not a gift to a state officer or

enpl oyee if the purpose of the 501(c)(3) corporation is to benefit a

state officer or enployee or a famly nmenber as the result of a

catastrophic event or condition either involving that state officer’s

or state enployee’'s fanily or primary place of residence.
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(b) As used in this subsection (2), "famly nenber" neans an
i ndi vidual’'s spouse, child, stepchild, grandchil d, parent, stepparent,
grandparent, brother, half brother, sister, or half sister.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Every 501(c)(3) corporation that receives donations as permtted
under RCW 42.52.140(2) shall, after January 1st and before April 15th
of each year, file with the comm ssion a statenent of all donations
with a value greater than fifty dollars from one source for the
precedi ng cal endar year.

Sec. 3. RCW42.17.170 and 1995 ¢ 397 s 33 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any | obbyi st registered under RCW42.17. 150 and any person who
| obbies shall file with the comm ssion periodic reports of his or her
activities signed by the | obbyist. The reports shall be nade in the
form and manner prescribed by the conm ssion. They shall be due
monthly and shall be filed within fifteen days after the | ast day of
t he cal endar nonth covered by the report.

(2) Each such nonthly periodic report shall contain:

(a) The totals of all expenditures for |obbying activities nmade or
incurred by such |obbyist or on behalf of such |obbyist by the
| obbyist’s enployer during the period covered by the report. Such
totals for |obbying activities shall be segregated according to
financial category, including conpensation; food and refreshnents;
Iiving accommobdations; advertising; travel; contributions; and other
expenses or services. Each individual expenditure of nore than twenty-
five dollars for entertainnment shall be identified by date, place,
anount, and the nanes of all persons in the group partaking in or of
such entertai nnent including any portion thereof attributable to the
| obbyi st’s participation therein, and shall include anmounts actually
expended on each person where cal cul able, or allocating any portion of
the expenditure to individual participants.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he foregoi ng, | obbyists are not required to report
the foll ow ng:

(1) Unreinbursed personal living and travel expenses not incurred
directly for |obbying;
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(iit) Any expenses incurred for his or her ow living
accommuodat i ons;

(ii1) Any expenses incurred for his or her own travel to and from
heari ngs of the |egislature;

(1v) Any expenses incurred for tel ephone, and any office expenses,
including rent and sal aries and wages paid for staff and secretari al
assi st ance.

(b) I'n the case of a | obbyist enployed by nore than one enpl oyer,
t he proportionate anount of such expenditures in each category incurred
on behalf of each of his enpl oyers.

(c) An itemzed listing of each such expenditure, whether
contributed by the | obbyi st personally or delivered or transmtted by
the | obbyist, in the nature of a contribution of noney or of tangible
or intangi bl e personal property to any candi date, elected official, or
officer or enployee of any agency, or any political commttee
supporting or opposing any ball ot proposition, or for or on behalf of
any candi date, elected official, or officer or enployee of any agency,
or any political commttee supporting or opposing any Dballot
proposi tion. Al contributions nmade to, or for the benefit of, any
candi date, elected official, or officer or enployee of any agency, or
any political conmttee supporting or opposing any ballot proposition
shall be identified by date, amount, and the nanme of the candi date,
elected official, or officer or enployee of any agency, or any
political commttee supporting or opposing any ballot proposition
receiving, or to be benefited by each such contri buti on.

(d) The subject matter of proposed | egislation or other |egislative
activity or rule-making wunder chapter 34.05 RCW the state
Adm ni strative Procedure Act, and the state agency considering the
sanme, which the | obbyist has been engaged in supporting or opposing
during the reporting period, unless exenpt under RCW42.17.160(2).

(e) Such other information relevant to | obbying activities as the
comm ssion shall by rule prescribe. I nformati on supporting such
activities as are required to be reported is subject to audit by the
conmi ssi on.

(f) A listing of each paynent for an item specified in RCW
42.52.150(5) in excess of fifty dollars and each itemspecified in RCW
42.52.010(9) (d) and (f) mde to a state elected official, state
officer, or state enployee. Each item shall be identified by
reci pient, date, and approximte value of the item
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(g) The total expenditures made during the reporting period by the
| obbyi st for | obbying purposes, whether through or on behalf of a
| obbyi st or otherw se. As used in this subsection, "expenditures"”
i ncl udes amounts paid or incurred during the reporting period for (i)
political advertising as defined in RCW 42.17.020; and (ii) public
relations, telemarketing, polling, or simlar activities if such
activities, directly or indirectly, are intended, designed, or
calculated to influence legislation or the adoption or rejection of a
rul e, standard, or rate by an agency under the adm ni strative procedure
act. The report shall specify the anobunt, the person to whom the
anount was paid, and a brief description of the activity.

(h) Any donation to a nonprofit corporation under RCW42.52. 140(2).

(3) If a state elected official or a nenber of such an official’s
imrediate famly is identified by a | obbyist in such a report as having
received from the |obbyist an item specified in RCW 42.52.150(5) or
42.52.010(9) (d) or (f), the | obbyist shall transmt to the official a
copy of the conpleted formused to identify the itemin the report at
the sane tinme the report is filed with the conm ssion.

(4) The comm ssion nmay adopt rules to vary the content of | obbyi st
reports to address specific circunstances, consistent wth this
section.

Sec. 4. RCW42.17.180 and 1993 ¢ 2 s 27 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Every enployer of a |obbyist registered under this chapter
during the preceding calendar year and every person other than an
i ndividual that nade contributions aggregating to nore than ten
t housand dol I ars or independent expenditures aggregating to nore than
five hundred dollars during the precedi ng cal endar year shall file wth
the comm ssion on or before the last day of February of each year a
statenment disclosing for the preceding calendar year the follow ng
i nformati on:

(a) The nane of each state elected official and the nane of each
candi date for state office who was el ected to the office and any nenber
of the immediate famly of those persons to whomthe person reporting
has pai d any conpensation in the amount of five hundred dollars or nore
during the preceding calendar year for personal enploynent or
pr of essi onal services, including professional services rendered by a
corporation, partnership, joint venture, association, union, or other
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entity in which the person holds any office, directorship, or any
general partnership interest, or an ownership interest of ten percent
or nore, the value of the conpensation in accordance with the reporting
provi sions set out in RCW42.17.241(2), and the consideration given or
performed in exchange for the conpensation

(b) The nane of each state elected official, successful candidate
for state office, or nmenbers of his imediate famly to whomt he person
reporting made expenditures, directly or indirectly, either through a
| obbyi st or otherw se, the anount of the expenditures and the purpose
for the expenditures. For the purposes of this subsection, the term
expenditure shall not include any expenditure made by the enployer in
the ordinary course of business if the expenditure is not nade for the
pur pose of influencing, honoring, or benefiting the elected official,
successful candi date, or nenber of his imediate famly, as an el ected
of ficial or candidate.

(c) The total expenditures made by the person reporting for
| obbyi ng purposes, whether through or on behalf of a registered
| obbyi st or otherw se.

(d) Al contributions nmade to a political conmttee supporting or
opposing a candidate for state office, or to a political commttee
supporting or opposing a state-wide ballot proposition. Such
contributions shall be identified by the name and the address of the
reci pient and the aggregate anmount contributed to each such recipient.

(e) The nanme and address of each registered | obbyist enployed by
t he person reporting and the total expenditures made by such person for
each such | obbyi st for | obbying purposes.

(f) The nanes, offices sought, and party affiliati ons of candi dates
for state offices supported or opposed by independent expenditures of
the person reporting and the anount of each such expenditure.

(g) The identifying proposition nunber and a brief description of
any state-w de ballot proposition supported or opposed by expenditures
not reported under (d) of this subsection and the anount of each such
expendi t ure.

(h) Such other information as the comm ssion prescribes by rule.

(i) Any donation to a nonprofit corporation under RCW42.52. 140(2).

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, an enpl oyer of
a | obbyist registered under this chapter shall file a special report
with the commssion if the enployer nmakes a contribution or
contributions aggregating nore than one hundred dollars in a cal endar
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month to any one of the follow ng: A candi date, elected official,
of ficer or enployee of an agency, or political conmttee. The report
shall identify the date and amount of each such contribution and the
nanme of the candi date, el ected official, agency officer or enpl oyee, or
political commttee receiving the contribution or to be benefited by
the contribution. The report shall be filed on a form prescri bed by
the comm ssion and shall be filed within fifteen days after the | ast
day of the cal endar nonth during which the contribution was nmade.

(b) The provisions of (a) of this subsection do not apply to a
contribution whichis made through a regi stered | obbyi st and reportabl e
under RCW 42.17.170.

~-- END ---
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