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SENATE BI LL 6540

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Prentice, Hale, Jacobsen, Gardner, Heavey,
B. Shel don, Rasnussen, Cke, Costa, Wnsley and Kohl -Welles; by request
of Lieutenant Governor

Read first time 01/19/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Commerce, Trade,
Housing & Financial Institutions.

AN ACT Relating to the devel opnent of a state-w de strategic plan
for econom c devel opnent; adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that establishing
a clear state-wide strategy for successful econom c devel opnent wll
best prepare the state of WAshington to respond to the chall enges and
take advantage of future econom c cycles. The legislature further
finds that without a state-w de econom ¢ devel opnment plan the state’s
budget and el ection cycles make it difficult for governnent to adhere
to consistent, long-term econom c devel opnent priorities that are
essential to successful, enhanced economc devel opnent. The
| egislature further finds that the purpose of econom c devel opnent is
to increase the standard of |iving and enhance the quality of life of
the citizens of this state.

(2) It istheintent of the legislature that a strategic state-w de
econom ¢ devel opnent plan be created that reflects the foll ow ng goal s
and obj ecti ves:
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(a) To create and maintain jobs and i ncone that woul d not ot herw se
be created or maintained, and to increase wealth rather than to
redistribute it;

(b) To add value to private sector econom c activity; and

(c) To assist businesses in devel oping their business strategies,
i ncreasing the skills of their workers and nmanagers, applying advanced
technol ogi es, developing infrastructure, accessing capital, and
enhanci ng soci al capital.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. For the purposes of this chapter
"departnent” neans the departnent of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent, or its successor agency or agencies. "The plan" or "state

pl an" nmeans a state-w de econom ¢ devel opnent plan, as devel oped under
sections 3 and 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The legislative conmttee on economc
devel opment shall take the lead responsibility for <creating a
state-wi de strategic plan for econom c devel opnent in conjunction with
the departnment, and an advisory group of business, |abor, and other
i nterests.

(2) In preparing the state plan, the legislative conmttee on
econom ¢ devel opnent and the departnent shall recognize:

(a) Regional economc, political, and cultural differences, and
acknow edge the speci al chal |l enges facing urban and rural comunities;
and

(b) Special contributions of, and challenges facing, wonen and
m nority-owned businesses.

(3) The plan should set priorities and concentrate resources on
those priorities.

(4) The plan should include specific inplenentation steps and
establish a process for institutionalizing economc devel opnent
pl anni ng.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The legislative commttee on economc
devel opment and the departnent shall devel op and include the foll ow ng
el enments in the plan:

(1) Newstrategies that seek to i nprove the overall conpetitiveness
of groups of simlar businesses, usually ternmed clusters, and entire
i ndustries or sectors rather than traditional strategies that focus on
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i ndi vi dual i zed assi stance. These strategies should foster interfirm
cooperation and learning, technology adaptation, and work-based
learning to inprove work force skills. Under these strategies the
state acts as a broker of available private and public devel opnent
resources, or contracts for such broker services;

(2) Directionto the departnent to devel op prograns consi stent with
the state plan, and that are characterized by out conme-based performance
managenent systens and decentral i zed deci si on nmaking;

(3) Direction to the departnment to assist l|ocal governnments and
other interested parties in the creation of regional economc
devel opnent plans consistent with the state plan; and

(4) Direction to the departnent to devel op a professional research
capacity to keep the state’'s trade assistance operation regularly
apprai sed of opportunities and updated on performance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The | egislature recogni zes the urgent need
for having a plan in place as soon as is reasonably possible. The
| egislative commttee on econom c devel opnent and the departnent are
directed to imediately develop a work plan and take other steps
necessary to inplenent this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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