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S-3825.1

SENATE BI LL 6544

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Eide, Kline, Heavey, Shin, Gardner, Costa,
Thi baudeau, Prentice, Fairley, Kohl-Wlles and B. Shel don; by request
of Secretary of State

Read first tinme 01/19/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to commerce of certain cetaceans and sirenians in
Washi ngton state; adding a new section to chapter 77.16 RCW and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 77.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to prevent suffering and
nortality of cetaceans (dol phins, porpoises, and whal es) and sireni ans
(manat ees and dugongs) by prohibiting their capture when applicable to
Washington territorial waters, transport, breeding, holding, and
display in the state of WAashi ngton.

(2) No animal of the taxonom c orders cetacea and sirenia shall be
hel d, displayed, bred, captured, or transported in or through
Washi ngton state and its territorial waters unless specifically
exenpted in this section.

(3) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Order" mneans all species, subspecies, and hybrids of the
foll ow ng taxonom c groups:
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(i) Order cetacea: Al l whal es, dol phins, and porpoi ses whet her
wi | d caught or captive bred; and

(i1) Order sirenia: Al dugong and nanatee whether w | d caught or
captive bred.

(b) "Held" nmeans confinement whether in an artificial pool or pen
in a natural body of water.

(c) "Display" nmeans to nake a public or private showor exhibit for
recreational, all egedly therapeutic, or any commerci al and
noncomrer ci al purpose and i ncludes any public view ng.

(d) "Capture" nmeans to sei ze or take physical possession, control,
or ownership of the covered species, either wild caught or captive
bred, by force or other effort by any neans.

(e) "Transport" neans the novenent by any conveyance of any of
t hese species to or through Washington state unless exenpted by this
section. This prohibitionincludes stops nade at airports by transport
ai rpl anes except for veterinary emergency care.

(4) Exenptions:

(a) Al cetaceans and sirenians held in captivity before January 1,
2000, are:

(i) Exenpt fromthe provisions of this section regardi ng hol ding
and di spl aying only; and

(i1) Exenpt fromtransport restrictions for outbound travel only.
Once an exenpt individual aninmal |eaves Washington state, the anima
| oses its exenpt status.

(b) Any covered species suffering, stranded, injured, or unable to
survive wi thout human intervention is exenpted fromthe provisions of
this section tenporarily until suchtinme as the animal is rehabilitated
to the wild state. At no tinme may such aninmals be displayed. [|f any
stranded cetacean is neither euthanized nor releasable into the wld,
then a suitable sea pen in Washington marine waters is required for
| ong-term care.

(c) Any covered species enrolled in a rehabilitation program
intended to secure release into the wild from a captive status is
exenpt. If this effort fails to achieve a conplete returnto the wld,
only a sea pen in suitable Washington marine waters wll satisfy the
exenption fromcaptivity.

(d) To qualify for exenpt status as described in (a) of this
subsection, the | egal owner nust regi ster each individual nenber of the
covered species within ninety days of the effective date of this act.
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The registrant shall provide a conplete description including an
i dentifying photograph to the departnent of fish and wildlife.

(5) Penalties:

(a) A person violating this sectionis guilty of a m sdeneanor for
each infraction and for each animal described in this section.

(b) Nothing in this section affects existing renedi es and penalties
under current | aw

~-- END ---
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