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SENATE BI LL 6555

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Long, Hargrove, Patterson, Costa, Ei de, Wnsley and
Kohl - Wl | es

Read first time 01/19/2000. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to the eval uations of foster children for long-term
needs; and anmendi ng RCW 74. 14A. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 74.14A. 050 and 1998 ¢ 245 s 149 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary shall:

(1)(a) Consult with relevant qualified professionals to develop a
set of m ninmum guidelines to be used for identifying all children who
are in a state-assisted support system whet her at-honme or out-of - hone,
who are likely to need |l ong-termcare or assistance, because they face
physi cal, enotional, nedical, nental, or other |ong-term chall enges;

(b) The guidelines nust, at a mnimm consider the follow ng
criteria for identifying children in need of long-term care or
assi st ance:

(1) Placenent within the foster care systemfor two years or nore;

(1i) Multiple foster care pl acenents;

(1i1) Repeated unsuccessful efforts to be placed with a permanent
adoptive famly;

(1v) Chronic behavioral or educational problens;
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(v) Repetitive crimnal acts or offenses;

(vi) Failure to conply with court-ordered disciplinary actions and
ot her inposed guidelines of behavior, including drug and al cohol
rehabilitation; and

(vii) Chronic physical, enotional, nedical, nental, or other
simlar conditions necessitating |long-termcare or assistance;

(2) Develop prograns that are necessary for the long-termcare of
children and youth that are identified for the purposes of this
section. Prograns nust: (a) Effectively address the educational
physi cal, enotional, nental, and nedi cal needs of children and yout h;
and (b) incorporate an array of famly support options, to individual
needs and choices of the child and famly. The prograns nust be ready
for inplenentation by January 1, 1995;

(3) Conduct an evaluation of all children currently within the
foster care agency caseload to identify those children who neet the
criteria set forthin this section. The evaluation shall be conpleted
by January 1, 1994. Al children entering the foster care systemafter
January 1, 1994, nust be evaluated for identification of |ong-term
needs wthin thirty days of placenent;

(4) Report to the legislature by October 1, 2000, the follow ng:

(a) The nunber of evaluations, by region, of children needing | ong-
termcare that were conducted between January 1, 1994, and January 1,

2000;
(b) The content of the eval uation tool and whether the sane tool is
used consistently across the state and if not, why not:

(c) The inpact the eval uati ons have had on pl acenent, pernanency,
and case planning for affected foster children;

(d) O the total nunmber of eval uations conducted during the tine
period specified in this subsection, the nunber that were conducted

during the first thirty days of placenent.

(5) Study and devel op a conprehensive plan for the evaluation and
identification of all children and youth in need of |long-termcare or
assistance, including, but not Ilimted to, the nentally ill,
devel opnmental |y disabled, nedically fragile, seriously enotionally or
behavi oral |y di sabl ed, and physically i npaired;

((65))) (6) Study and develop a plan for the children and youth in
need of long-term care or assistance to ensure the coordination of
services between the departnent’s divisions and between other state
agencies who are involved with the child or youth;
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((€6))) (7) Study and devel op guidelines for transitional services,

bet ween | ong-term care prograns, based on the person’s age or
physi cal, enotional, or nedical condition; and

((6H)) (8) Study and develop a statutory proposal
emanci pati on of m nors.

~-- END ---
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