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SENATE BI LL 6568

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker, Hale, Rasnussen, ke and Morton

Read first tinme 01/19/2000. Referred to Committee on Environnenta
Quality & Water Resources.

AN ACT Relating to requiring the treatnent of bionedical waste
cultures prior to disposal; anending RCW 70. 95K. 010; and addi ng a new
section to chapter 70.95K RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.95K 010 and 1994 c 165 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) ((-Brorediecal—waste—neans—and+s—t+mtedto—thefolHHowng
types—of—waste-

2))) "Animal waste" is waste animal carcasses, body parts, and
beddi ng of animals that are known to be infected with, or that have

been inoculated with, hunman pathogenic m croorganisns infectious to
humans.
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. . . health bi : . . bioloaical L b i cal
aberatertes—eurrent—edi-tion—

e)y)) (2) "Bionedical waste" neans, and is limted to, the
following types of waste: Ani mal waste, cultures, human bl ood and
bl ood products, pathology waste, and sharps waste.

(3) "Biosafety |l evel 3 practices" nmeans practices identified in the
centers for disease control and prevention publication, "Biosafety in
M crobial and Bionedical Laboratories," fourth edition, My 1999, as
necessary to handl e i ndi genous or exotic agents properly, which agents
may be aerosol -transmtted and may cause serious and potentially |ethal
i nfection.

(4) "Biosafety |l evel 4 practices" nmeans practices identified in the
centers for disease control and prevention publication, "Biosafety in
M crobial and Bionedical Laboratories," fourth edition, My 1999, as
necessary to handl e dangerous and exotic agents properly, which agents
pose a high risk of [life-threatening disease, my be aerosol-
transmtted, and for which there is no avail abl e vaccine or therapy.

(5) "Cultures ((and—stoeeks))" are |l aboratory wastes infectious to
humans and includes specinmen cultures, cultures ((and—stoeeks)) of
etiologic agents, wastes from production of biologicals and seruns,
di scarded |live and attenuated vacci nes, and | aboratory waste that has
come into contact with cultures ((and—steeks)) of etiologic agents or
bl ood speci nens. Such waste includes but is not limted to culture
di shes, ((blood—specimen—tubes)) and devices used to transfer,
i nocul ate, and m x cul tures.

((£6))) (B6) "Drop-off prograns” neans those program sites
designated by the solid waste planning jurisdiction where sharps users
may di spose of their sharps containers.

(7) "Human bl ood and bl ood products” is discarded waste human bl ood
and bl ood conponents, and materials containing free-fl ow ng bl ood and
bl ood products.

((€e))) (8) "lLocal governnent" neans city, town, or county.

(9) "Local health departnent” neans the city, county, city-county,
or district public health departnent.

(10) "Mail prograns" neans those prograns that provide sharps users
with a multiple barrier protection kit for the placenent of a sharps
cont ai ner _and subsequent nmailing of the wastes to an approved di sposal

facility.
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(11) " ((Pathelegieal)) Pathology waste" is waste human source
bi opsy materials, tissues, and anatomcal parts that emanate from

surgery, obstetrical procedures, and autopsy. " ( (Pathelegiecal))
Pat hol ogy waste" does not include teeth, human corpses, remains, and
anatom cal parts that are intended for internent or crenmation.

(())) (12) "Person" neans an individual, firm corporation,
associ ation, partnership, consortium joint venture, conmercial entity,
state governnent agency, or |ocal governnent.

(13) "Pharmacy return prograns” neans those prograns where sharps
containers are returned by the user to designated return sites | ocated
at a pharmacy to be transported by a bionedical or solid waste
collection conpany approved by the wutilities and transportation
conmi ssi on.

(14) "Residential sharps waste" has the sane neaning as "sharps
waste" in subsection (15) of this section except that the sharps waste
is generated and prepared for disposal at a residence, apartnent
dwel ling, or other noncommercial habitat.

(15) "Sharps waste" is all hypodermc needles, syringes wth
needl es attached, IV tubing with needl es attached, scal pel bl ades, and
| ancets that have been renobved fromthe original sterile package.

( (&—tocal—governrent"—reans—eity—town—or—county-—

£5))) (16) "Sharps waste container" neans a |eak-proof, rigid,

puncture-resi stant container that is taped closed or tightly lidded to
prevent the loss of the residential sharps waste.
(17) "Source separation”" has the sane neani ng as in RCW 70. 95. 030.

(18) "Treatnent" neans incineration, sterilization, or other
met hod, techni que, or process that changes the character or conposition
of a bionedical waste so as to minimze the risk of transmtting an
i nfectious di sease.

( .o : . : .
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22))) (19) "Unprotected sharps" neans residential sharps waste
that are not disposed of in a sharps waste contai ner

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 70. 95K RCW
to read as foll ows:

Cenerators of cultures requiring biosafety |level 3 practices or
bi osafety | evel 4 practices shall treat those cul tures before disposal
in either of the follow ng ways: (1) The generators may treat the
cultures before transport fromthe facility; or (2) the generators may
segregate the cultures into incinerate-only containers and transport
the cultures to a treatnent facility for incineration

~-- END ---
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