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SENATE BI LL 6590

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser, Swecker, Jacobsen, ke, Sheahan, Rossi, Fairley,
Morton, Rasmussen, Wnsley, Kline and Kohl-Wlles

Read first tinme 01/19/2000. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Rel ati ng t o anadronous sal nonid fishing; addi ng new secti ons
to chapter 77.12 RCW creating a new section; and nmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Sport fishing is an enjoyable, healthy, lifelong activity that
is enjoyed by many famlies;

(b) Anadronpus sal nonids are a treasure of the state of Washi ngton
t hat provide unparalleled sport fishing opportunities;

(c) Wthout proper care and consideration, Washi ngton’ s anadr onous
sal nonids and their spawning grounds can be unintentionally hurt by
sport fishers, with long-term consequences for the survival of the

speci es;

(d) Every effort that is nmade to help preserve the precious
resource of anadronous sal nonids i n Washi ngton, no matter howsmall, is
i nportant;

(e) It can often be difficult to distinguish between species of
anadronmous sal nonids and sport fishers may unintentionally take a
scarce fish that is needed for species protection;
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(f) Catch and release fishing is beneficial to both sport fishers
and fish but nust be done properly to prevent harmto the fish;

(g) The state’'s fishing laws and rules are useful for preserving
our fishing resources but, w thout study, can be difficult for sport
fishers to locate and foll ow

(h) There is a need for sport fishers to be educated as to what
they can do to enjoy their sport while helping to preserve the fish and
envi ronnent ;

(1) It isin the state’'s best interests to educate sport fishers,
young and ol d;

(j) I't is necessary for the preservation of the species that al
young sport fishers who engage in sport fishing in Washington are
educat ed about anadronous sal noni ds; and

(k) Education and outreach are vital conponents of a long-term
protection and recovery strategy for the state.

(2) The legislature therefore declares that all sport fishers
shoul d be educated about identification of anadronpus sal nonid types,
catch and release techniques, spawning bed and stream bank
identification and protection, and the l|ocation and know edge of
fishing rules.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 2 and 3 of this act unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se.

(1) "Anadronous salnonid" and its derivatives neans any of the
follow ng types of fish: Salnon of any variety, steel head trout, and
searun cutthroat trout.

(2) "To fish" and its derivatives nmeans an effort to kill, injure,
harass, or catch a gane fish

NEW _SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) Al anglers should be offered a
vol unt ary, st at e- appr oved course of i nstruction addr essi ng
identification of salnon types, catch and rel ease techni ques, spawni ng
bed and stream bank identification and protection, and |ocation and
know edge of fishing |laws and rules.

(2) The director shall establish a programfor training persons in
the identification of:

(a) Sal non types;

(b) Catch and rel ease reasoni ng, equi pnent, and techni ques;
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(c) Spawni ng bed and streambank i dentification and protection; and

(d) The location and know edge of fishing | aws and rul es.

(3) The director may cooperate with organi zed fishing or sporting
groups and ot her public or private organizations in order to adm nister
the program at the | owest possible cost. The director may apply for
funding fromal ternate sources, both governnental and nongovernnental ,
in order to lower the cost of the programto the participants.

(4) Upon successful conpletion of the course, a trainee shal
receive a fisher education certificate signed by an authorized
i nstructor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added
to chapter 77.12 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The sum of twenty thousand dollars, or as
much t hereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the departnment of fish and wildlife for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2001, to carry out the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SB 6590



