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SENATE BI LL 6596

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Costa and Patterson

Read first time 01/20/2000. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to legislative hearings on initiatives and
referenduns; anending RCW 42.17.130; and adding a new section to
chapter 29.79 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.79 RCW
to read as foll ows:

After certification of sufficiency by the secretary of state and no
less than thirty days before the initiatives and referendum neasures
are submtted to a vote of the people, the legislature shall hold
hearings on each initiative and referendum

The standing comm ttees of the senate and house of representatives
to which the matter, if it had been nmade the subject of a bill
introduced in the legislature and by the sane process used by the
| egislature to refer bills to standing commttees, would have been
referred, shall hold the hearings.

Not hing in this section may be held to dimnish the constitutional
rights of any person or to limt or repeal any other requirenments
i nposed by statute or otherw se recogni zed by law. |In no event may any
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initiative or referendumneasure be subject to any claimof invalidity
made under this section

Sec. 2. RCW42.17.130 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 265 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No el ective official nor any enpl oyee of his office nor any person
appointed to or enployed by any public office or agency may use or
authorize the use of any of the facilities of a public office or
agency, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of assisting a canpai gn
for election of any person to any office or for the pronotion of or
opposition to any ballot proposition. Facilities of public office or
agency include, but are not limted to, use of stationery, postage,
machi nes, and equi pnent, use of enployees of the office or agency
during working hours, vehicles, office space, publications of the
of fice or agency, and clientele lists of persons served by the office
or agency: PROVI DED, That the foregoing provisions of this section
shall not apply to the follow ng activities:

(1) Action taken at an open public neeting by nmenbers of an el ected
| egi slative body to express a collective decision, or to actually vote
upon a notion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordi nhance, or to support
or oppose a ballot proposition so long as (a) any required notice of
the neeting includes the title and nunber of the ballot proposition,
and (b) nenbers of the legislative body or nenbers of the public are
af forded an approxi mately equal opportunity for the expression of an
opposi ng Vi ew,

(2) A statenent by an elected official in support of or in
opposition to any ballot proposition at an open press conference or in
response to a specific inquiry;

(3) Activities which are part of the normal and regul ar conduct of
the office or agency;

(4) Activities of the legislature in conpliance with section 1 of
this act.

--- END ---
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