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S-3874.1

SENATE BI LL 6597

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Costa and Rasnussen

Read first tine 01/20/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to inproving the quality of services for persons
wi th devel opnental disabilities; adding a newsection to chapter 71A.12
RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the |egislature that
individuals with developnental disabilities who rely upon public
funding receive quality services and supports. Quality services and
supports pronote i ndependence and sel f-sufficiency, as well as healthy
and safe environnents. The legislature intends that people wth
devel opnment al disabilities be free of abuse, negl ect, and exploitation,
and that the state take all mneasures possible to certify and train
provi ders of supports and services in order to acconplish that goal

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 71A. 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By June 30, 2003, the departnent of social and health servi ces,
di vi si on of devel opnental disabilities shall independently certify each
contracted provider, including independent providers, of supports and
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services and shall annually certify each contracted provider
t hereafter.

(a) Agencies providing residential supports shall be certified
according to the residential services guidelines as updated and
publ i shed by the division of devel opnental disabilities.

(b) Agencies providing enploynent and day prograns shall be
certified according to the county guidelines as updated and published
by the division of devel opnental disabilities.

(c) Independent providers and individuals contracted to provide
direct care shall be certified according to guidelines established by
t he division of devel opnental disabilities by Decenber 29, 2000.

(2) The division of developnental disabilities shall take
enforcement action on those failing to neet certification, as
determ ned by rule.

(3) Certification shall include the follow ng training standards:

(a) All direct care workers shall be required to conplete thirty-
two hours of training within one year fromthe inplenentation of these
trai ning standards, unless a direct care worker has worked in the field
for a mninmum of seven years and the departnent waives this
requirenent. New direct care workers are required to conplete thirty-
two hours of training within six nonths of enploynent, with ten hours
occurring before enpl oynent.

(b) Annually thereafter, each direct care provider shall be
required to conplete ten hours of approved continuing education and
trai ni ng.

(4) The division of developnental disabilities shall devel op and
approve initial training and continui ng education and training prograns
with input from an advisory commttee conposed of self-advocates
recei ving services, famly nenbers, providers, a representative of the
Arc of Washington, and a representative of the devel opnental
di sabilities council.

(5 The division of developnental disabilities shall wuse its
exi sting training and technical assistance funds for the devel opnent
and provision of the initial and continuing education and training. 1In
addition, if financial inpact is greater than existing training and
techni cal assistance funds avail abl e, provi der rates nay be adj usted by
the departnent to include the costs of training and repl acenent staff
tinme.
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(6) The training standards shall take effect begi nning Decenber 31,
2000.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The division of developnental disabilities
shall review all of its contracted providers to determ ne consi stency
of certification and licensing across different settings and shal
report to the appropriate commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 1
2000.

The review shall include recommendations to strengthen quality
I nprovenent s, establish consistency, and increase enforcenent
authority.

The review shall include the participation of a representative of
t he devel opnental disabilities council, the Washi ngton protection and
advocacy system the Arc of Wshington, self-advocates and famly
menbers receiving services in different service settings, and
provi ders.

~-- END ---
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