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S-3959.1

SENATE BI LL 6609

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Heavey, Benton and Patterson

Read first time 01/20/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to governance of the department of transportation;
amendi ng RCW47. 01. 021, 47.01. 031, 47.01.071, and 47.01. 250; reenacting
and anmendi ng RCW47.01. 101; adding a new section to chapter 47.01 RCW
and repealing RCW47.01. 041, 47.01.051, and 47.01. 061

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary of the departnment of transportation will be el ected
by the qualified electors of the state, on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in Novenber of the year in which state officers are
el ected, and shall hold his or her office for the termof four years,
and until his or her successor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 2. RCW47.01.021 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 151 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this title unless the context indicates otherw se:

(1) "Departnment” neans the departnent of transportation created in
RCW 47. 01. 031;
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(2) "Conmm ssion" neans the ((transpertation—ecommsston—<created—+n
REOW-47-01-051)) secretary as provided for in section 1 of this act;

(3) "Secretary" neans the secretary of transportation as provided
for in ((REW47/01041)) section 1 of this act.

Sec. 3. RCW47.01.031 and 1988 ¢ 167 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created a departnment of state governnent to be known
as the departnent of transportation.

(2) Al powers, duties, and functions vested by law in the
departnent of hi ghways, the state highway comm ssion, the director of
hi ghways, the Washington toll bridge authority, the aeronautics
conmi ssion, the director of aeronautics, and the canal conm ssion, and
the transportation related powers, duties, and functions of the
planning and comunity affairs agency, are transferred to the
jurisdiction of the departnent, except those powers, duties, and
functions which are expressly directed elsewhere in this or in any
ot her act of the 1977 | egislature.

(3) The board of pilotage comm ssioners is transferred to the
jurisdiction of the departnent for its staff support and
adm ni strati on: PROVI DED, That nothing in this section shall be
construed as transferring any policy meking powers of the board of

pi | ot age comm ssioners to the ((transportation—commsston—or—the))

departnent of transportation.

Sec. 4. RCW47.01.071 and 1981 ¢ 59 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((transpertation—commsston—shall—have)) secretary has the
foll ow ng functions, powers, and duties:

(1) To propose policies to be adopted by the |egislature designed
to assure the devel opnent and maintenance of a conprehensive and
bal anced state-w de transportation systemwhich will neet the needs of
the people of this state for safe and efficient transportation
services. Werever appropriate the policies shall provide for the use
of integrated, internodal transportation systenms to inplenent the
soci al, econom c, and environnental policies, goals, and objectives of
the people of the state, and especially to conserve nonrenewabl e
natural resources including land and energy. To this end the
((eoemm-ssion)) secretary shall
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(a) Develop transportation policies which are based on the
policies, goals, and objectives expressed and inherent in existing
state | aws;

(b) Inventory the adopted policies, goals, and objectives of the
| ocal and area-w de governnental bodies of the state and define the
role of the state, regional, and |ocal governnents in determning
transportation policies, in transportation planning, and in
i npl enenting the state transportation plan;

(c) Propose a transportation policy for the state, and after notice
and public hearings, submt the proposal to the |legislative
transportation committee and the senate and house transportation
comm ttees by January 1, ((%848)) 2002, for consideration in the next
| egi sl ative session;

(d) Establish a procedure for review and revision of the state
transportation policy and for subm ssion of proposed changes to the
| egi sl ature;

(e) Tointegrate the state-w de transportation plan with the needs
of the elderly and handi capped, and to coordinate federal and state
prograns directed at assisting | ocal governnents to answer such needs;

(2) To establish the policy of the departnment ((te—befolowedby
the—seeretary)) on each of the following itens:

(a) To provide for the effective coordination of state
transportation planning with national transportation policy, state and
| ocal land use policies, and |ocal and regional transportation plans
and prograns;

(b) To provide for public involvenent intransportation designed to
elicit the public’'s views both with respect to adequate transportation
servi ces and appropriate nmeans of m nim zi ng adverse social, econom c,
environnmental , and energy inpact of transportation prograns,

(c) To provide for the admnistration of grants in aid and ot her
financial assistance to counties and nunicipal corporations for
transportati on purposes;

(d) To provide for the managenent, sale, and | ease of property or
property rights owned by the departnent which are not required for
transportati on purposes;

(3) To ((direet—the—seeretary—toe)) prepare ((and—submt—to—the
eoenm-sston)) a conprehensive and bal anced state-w de transportation
pl an whi ch shall be based on the transportation policy adopted by the
| egi sl ature and applicable state and federal |aws. After public notice
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and hearings, the ((eemmssioen)) secretary shall adopt the plan and
submt it to the legislative transportation commttee and to the house
and senate ((standing)) transportation conmttees ((entranspoertation))
bef ore January 1, ((3986)) 2002, for consideration in the ((4986)) 2002
regul ar legislative session. The plan shall be reviewed and revised
prior to each regular session of the legislature during an even-

nunbered year thereafter. ((ApreHmnary—plan——shall—besubmttedto
sueh—ecomtteesbyJanvary—31—21979-))

The plan shall take into account federal |aw and regul ations
relating to the planning, construction, and operation of transportation
facilities;

£5))) To approve and propose to the governor and to the | egi sl ature
prior to the convening of each regular session during an odd-nunbered
year a recommended budget for the operation of the departnent and for
carrying out the program of the departnent for the ensuing biennium
The proposed budget shall separately state the appropriations to be
made from the notor vehicle fund for highway purposes in accordance
with constitutional |imtations and appropriations and expenditures to
be made fromthe general fund, or accounts thereof, and ot her avail abl e
sources for other operations and prograns of the departnent;

((66))) (5) To review and authorize all departnental requests for
| egi sl ati on;

((6H)) (B6) To approve the issuance and sale of all bonds
authorized by the legislature for capital construction of state
hi ghways, toll facilities, Colunbia Basin county roads (for which
rei moursenment to the notor vehicle fund has been provided), urban
arterial projects, and aviation facilities;

((£8Y)) (7). To adopt such rul es((—+egutations-)) and policy
directives as may be necessary to carry out reasonably and properly
those functions expressly vested in the ((eemmsston)) secretary by
statute;
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£20))) (8) To exercise such other specific powers and duties as may

be vested i n t he ((transpertation—ecommsston)) secretary by this or any
ot her provision of |aw.

Sec. 5. RCW47.01.101 and 1987 ¢ 505 s 48 and 1987 ¢ 179 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

The secretary shall ((havethe—authority—andi+t—shall—behis—or—her
duty) ), subject to policy guidance fromthe ((eermsston)) | egislature:

(1) ((Fe)) Serve as chief executive officer of the departnent wth
full admnistrative authority to direct all its activities;

(2) ((#8)) O ganize the departnent as he or she nay deem necessary
to carry out the woirk and responsibilities of the departnent
effectively;

(3) ((Fe)) Designate and establish such transportation district or
branch offices as may be necessary or convenient, and ((+e)) appoint
assi stants and del egate any powers, duties, and functions to them or
any officer or enployee of the departnent as deened necessary to
adm ni ster the departnent efficiently;

(4) ((¥o)) Drect and coordinate the prograns of the various
divisions of the departnent to assure that they achieve the greatest
possi bl e mutual benefit, produce a balanced overall effort, and
el i m nate unnecessary duplication of activity;

(5 ((Fe)) Adopt all department rules that are subject to the
adoption procedures contained in the state Admnistrative Procedure
Act ( (—exeept—rules—subject—to—adeptton—bythe—ecoemmsstonpursuant—toe
statute));

(6) ((¥0)) Miintain and safeguard the official records of the
departnent ((, including the commission s recorded resolutions and
erders));

(7) ((FoproevdetuH—statt—suppert—tothe—commssionto-asstst—+t
Hr—earFyrg—out—+ts—funretions—powers,—and—duties—and-te6)) Execute the
policy established by the ((eemmssion—pursuant—to—+ts—tegistative

aut-hert+ty)) |eqgislature;
(8) ((Fe)) Execute and inplenent the biennial operating budget for

the operation of the departnent in accordance with chapter 43.88 RCW
and with legislative appropriation and, in such manner as prescribed
therein, ((t+e)) make and report to the ((eemmssion-and)) the chairs of
the transportation committees of the senate and house of
representatives, including one copy to the staff of each of the
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commttees, deviations from the planned biennial category A and H
hi ghway construction prograns necessary to adjust to unexpected del ays
or other unanticipated circunstances((-)); _and

(9) ((Fe)) Exercise all other powers and performall other duties
as are now or hereafter provided by |aw

Sec. 6. RCW47.01.250 and 1998 ¢ 245 s 92 are each anended to read
as follows:

The chief of the Washington state patrol, the director of the
traffic safety conm ssion, the executive director of the county road
adm ni stration board, and the director of |licensing are designated as
official consultants to the ((transpertation—ecomm-ssion)) secretary so
that the goals and activities of their respective agencies which rel ate
to transportation are fully ~coordinated wth other rel ated
responsibilities of the departnent of transportation. In this
capacity, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the director of the
traffic safety conm ssion, the executive director of the county road
adm ni stration board, and the director of |icensing shall consult with
t he ((transpoertat+on—ecommssion—and—the)) secretary of transportation
on the inplications and i npacts on the transportation-rel ated functions
and duties of their respective agencies of any proposed conprehensive
transportation plan, program or policy.

In order to develop fully integrated, balanced, and coordi nated
transportation plans, prograns, and budgets the chief of the Washi ngton
state patrol, the director of the traffic safety comm ssion, the
executive director of the county road adm nistration board, and the
director of licensing shall consult wth the secretary of
transportation on the matter of relative priorities during the
devel opnent of their respective agencies’ plans, prograns, and budgets
as they pertain to transportation activities.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 47.01.041 (Secretary of transportation--Appointnent,
sal ary, renoval) and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 53 s 28 & 1977 ex.s. ¢ 151 s 4;

(2) RCW 47.01.051 (Conmm ssion created--Appointnent of nenbers--
Terms--Qualifications--Renoval) and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 151 s 5; and

SB 6609 p. 6



1 (3) RCW47.01. 061 (Comm ssion--Procedures and i nternal operations)
2 and 1987 c 364 s 2, 1984 c 287 s 94, 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 53 s 29, 1981 c
3 59 s 1, & 1977 ex.s. ¢ 151 s 6.

~-- END ---
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