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SENATE BI LL 6616

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Bauer, Prentice, B. Sheldon and Rasnussen; by request of
Li eut enant Gover nor

Read first tinme 01/20/2000. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to increasing technical training at state
educational institutions; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the demand for
skill ed workers wi th postsecondary vocational -technical certificates or
degrees exceeds the state’'s supply from comunity and technical
col |l eges, private career schools, and apprenticeships by aratio of two
to one. The legislature further finds that costs i ncurred by conmmunity
and technical colleges in offering prograns to neet this demand are
hi gher than the costs for basic skills and academ c cl asses. The
| egislature further finds that a lack of tinely |abor market
information inpedes the ability of educational institutions to be
responsive to shifting trai ning needs, thus decreasing the availability
of skilled workers and reduci ng the productivity and conpetitiveness of
Washi ngton busi nesses. The legislature intends to increase the
capacity of the state’s community and technical colleges to devel op
tinmely labor market information and provide an increased nunber of
post secondary vocational -technical certificates or degrees in high-
demand fi el ds.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The state board for comunity and technical
coll eges shall conduct regular, systematic analyses of projected
training needs of the largest industrial sectors within the state as
well as the industrial sectors within the state that have the highest
annual rate of increase in enploynent. The board shall make this
information available to all comunity and technical colleges and
private career schools inthe state as well as to the supervisor of the
state apprenticeship council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The state board for conmmunity and techni cal
col l eges shall provide grants to community and techni cal coll eges that
make use of the information provided them under section 2 of this act
and of fer new or expanded training prograns to neet newly identified
training needs. The grants shall be used exclusively to pay for the
costs of vocational-technical training equipnment, supplies, and
i nstructors.

--- END ---

SB 6616 p. 2



