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SENATE BI LL 6622

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Rasnussen, Kohl-Welles, Sheahan, McAuliffe, Prentice,
B. Shel don, Wnsl ey, Finkbeiner, Benton, Fairley, Eide, Goings, Bauer,
Frankl i n, Haugen, Gardner, Loveland, T. Shel don, Jacobsen, Hargrove,
Kl i ne, Fraser, Heavey, Patterson, Hal e and Roach

Read first tinme 01/ 20/ 2000. Referred to Cormmittee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to the designation of May as Asian Pacific Amrerican
Heritage Month; anending RCW 43.117.010 and 43.117.070; adding a new
section to chapter 43.117 RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA43.117.010 and 1995 ¢ 67 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egi sl ature declares that the public policy of this stateis to
insure equal opportunity for all of its citizens. The | egislature
finds that Asian Pacific Anericans have uni que and special problens.
It is the purpose of this chapter to inprove the well-being of Asian
Pacific Anmericans by insuring their access to participation in the

fields of governnment, business, education, and other areas. The
| egislature is particularly concerned with the plight of those Asian
Paci fic Anericans who, for economc, linguistic, or cultural reasons,

find thensel ves di sadvant aged or isol ated fromAnerican society and t he
benefits of equal opportunity. The leqgislature ains to help these and
all Asian Pacific Anericans achieve full equality and inclusion in
Anerican society. The legislature further finds that it is necessary
to aid Asian Pacific Americans in obtaining governnental services in
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order to pronote the health, safety, and welfare of all the residents
of this state. Therefore the |legislature deens it necessary to create
a comm ssion to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 43.117 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The |l egislature declares that:

(1) WMay of each year wll be known as Asian Pacific Anerican
Heri tage Mont h;

(2) The fourth week of May is designated as a tinme for people of
this state to celebrate the contributions to the state by Asian Pacific
Anericans in the arts, sciences, commerce, and education; and

(3) Educational institutions, public entities, and private
organi zations are encouraged to designate tine for appropriate
activities in comenoration of the |lives, history, achievenents, and
contributions of Asian Pacific Anericans.

Sec. 3. RCWA43.117.070 and 1995 ¢ 67 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The comm ssion shall exam ne and define issues pertaining to
the rights and needs of Asian Pacific Anericans, and nake
recommendations to the governor and state agencies wth respect to
desi rabl e changes in program and | aw.

(2) The comm ssion shall ((further)) advise such state governnent
agencies on the devel opnent and inplenentation of conprehensive and
coordinated policies, plans, and prograns focusing on the special
probl ens and needs of Asian Pacific Anericans.

(3) The conmm ssion shall coordinate and assist with state-w de
celebrations during the fourth week of Asian Pacific Anerican Heritage
Month that recognize the contributions to the state by Asian Pacific
Anericans in the arts, sciences, commerce, and education.

(4) Each state departnent and agency shall provide appropriate and
reasonabl e assistance to the comm ssion as needed in order that the
conmi ssion may carry out the purposes of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect April 30, 2000.

~-- END ---
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