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S-3799.1

SENATE BI LL 6665

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, W nsley, Wjahn and Kohl - Wl | es

Read first tine 01/21/2000. Referred to Conmmittee on Health &
Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the prevention of infectious dental disease;
amendi ng RCW 70. 119A. 060; creating a new section; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that dental disease is
an infectious disease affecting children and adults. Tooth decay is,
by far, the nost comopn and costly oral health problem in all age
groups. Yet, it is one of the nost preventabl e diseases. It is one of
the principle causes of tooth |loss fromearly chil dhood through m ddl e
age. The legislature also finds that vul nerabl e popul ations with | ower
i nconmes suffer disproportionately fromdental infections. Baby-bottle
tooth decay is a severe type of early childhood decay that affects
babi es and toddl ers froml owinconme popul ati ons. A state survey by the
departnent of health found that baby-bottle decay was experienced by
thirteen percent of children in Washington’s head start and early
chi | dhood assi stance prograns. These dental infections cause extrene
pai n and di sconfort as well as interfering wth an individual’ s ability
to eat and to function effectively, causing children to m ss school and
interfering with adults’ job productivity.
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The legislature finds that fluoride is a naturally occurring
el enent present in all water, and that fluoridation is sinply the
adjustnment of the fluoride levels to the optimal level for fighting
tooth decay. Fluoridation is a common comunity health neasure that
benefits children and adults. Fluoride hel ps prevent dental infections
and tooth decay. Community water fluoridation is the safest, nost
cost-effective, and nost equitable nmethod of reducing tooth decay in
communities throughout the country and in Washington state. The
| egislature declares that this act is necessary to protect public
heal th and safety.

Sec. 2. RCW 70. 119A. 060 and 1995 c¢ 376 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) I'n order to assure safe and reliable public drinking water and
to protect the public health, public water systens shall:

(a) Protect the water sources used for drinking water;

(b) Provide treatnment adequate to assure that the public health is
pr ot ect ed;

(c) Provide and effectively operate and maintain public water
systemfacilities;

(d) Plan for future growh and assure the availability of safe and
reliable drinking water;

(e) Provide the departnent with the current nanes, addresses, and
t el ephone nunbers of the owners, operators, and energency contact
persons for the system including any changes to this information, and
provide to users the nanme and twenty-four hour tel ephone nunber of an
energency contact person; ((and))

(f) Take whatever investigative or corrective action is necessary
to assure that a safe and reliable drinking water supply is
continuously available to users;_

(g) Adopt rules requiring that wherever the content of public water
supplies serving nore than one thousand residential connections
contains fluoride levels less than the anount recommended for decay
prevention, the person, firm corporation, or nunicipality having
jurisdiction over the supply shall adjust the fluoride level of the
water to the |l evel recommended for optinmal dental health.

(2) No new public water system may be approved or created unless:
(a) It is owned or operated by a satellite system nanagenent agency
establ i shed under RCW 70.116.134 and the satellite system nmanagenent
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system conplies wth financial viability requirenments of the
departnent; or (b) a satellite nmanagenent systemis not avail able and
it is determned that the new system has sufficient managenent and
financial resources to provide safe and reliable service. The approval
of any new systemthat is not owned by a satellite system managenent
agency shall be conditioned upon future managenent or ownership by a
satellite systemmnagenent agency, if such nanagenent or ownershi p can
be made wi t h reasonabl e econony and effici ency, or upon periodic review
of the system s operational history to determne its ability to neet
the department’s financial viability and ot her operating requirenents.
The department and local health jurisdictions shall enforce this
requi renment wunder authority provided under this chapter, chapter
70.116, or 70.05 RCW or other authority governing the approval of new
wat er systens by the departnent or a local jurisdiction.

(3) The departnment and |ocal health jurisdictions shall carry out
the rules and regul ati ons of the state board of heal th adopted pursuant
to RCW 43.20.050(2)(a) and other rules adopted by the departnent
relating to public water systens.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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