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SENATE BI LL 6681

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators T. Shel don and Hargrove

Read first time 01/ 24/ 2000. Referred to Commttee on State & Local
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to rural county planning goals under the growh
managenent act; anendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 320; and adding a new section to
chapter 36. 70A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) A rural county, after conferring with its cities, my
devel op alternative net hods of achi eving the pl anni ng goal s est abl i shed
by RCW 36. 70A. 020.

(b) The authority provided by this subsection may not be used to
nodi fy:

(1) Requirenents for the designation and protection of critical
areas or for the designation of natural resource |ands under RCW
36. 70A. 060(2), 36.70A. 170, and 36. 70A. 172; or

(1i) The requirenment to establish a process for the siting of
essential public facilities pursuant to RCW 36. 70A. 200.

(c) Before adopting any alternative nethods of achieving the
pl anni ng goal s established by RCW 36. 70A. 020, a rural county shall
provi de an opportunity for public review and coment. An ordi nance or
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resol uti on proposi ng or adopting alternative nmethods nust be submtted
to the departnent in the same manner as provided in RCW36. 70A. 106 for
subm ttal of proposed and adopted conprehensive plans and devel opnent
regul ati ons.

(2) For purposes of this section, "rural county" neans a county
with a popul ation density of |ess than one hundred persons per square
mle as determ ned by the office of financial managenent and publi shed
each year by the departnent for the period July 1st to June 30th.

Sec. 2. RCW 36.70A. 320 and 1997 c 429 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this section,
conprehensive plans and developnent regulations, and anendnents
t hereto, adopted under this chapter are presuned valid upon adoption.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (4) of this section,
the burden is on the petitioner to denonstrate that any action taken by
a state agency, county, or city under this chapter is not in conpliance
with the requirenments of this chapter.

(3) In any petition under this chapter, the board, after ful
consideration of the petition, shall determ ne whether there is
conpliance with the requirenents of this chapter. In making its
determ nation, the board shall consider the criteria adopted by the
departnment under RCW 36. 70A. 190(4). The board shall find conpliance
unless it determnes that the action by the state agency, county, or
cityis clearly erroneous in viewof the entire record before the board
and in light of the goals and requirenents of this chapter. In _any
petition concerning whether or not a rural county’'s nethods of
achi eving planning goals are in conpliance with this chapter, the board
shall give great weight to decisions nmade by the rural county wth
regard to developing alternative nethods of achieving planning goals
under section 1 of this act, and the board shall find that such
alternative nethods are in conpliance with this chapter unless it finds
by clear, cogent, and convincing evidence that the alternative nethods
will not achieve the planning goals established by RCW 36. 70A. 020.

(4) Acounty or city subject to a determnation of invalidity nade
under RCW36. 70A. 300 or 36. 70A. 302 has the burden of denonstrating that
the ordinance or resolution it has enacted in response to the
determ nation of invalidity will no |l onger substantially interfere with
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the fulfillnment of the goals of this chapter under the standard i n RCW
36. 70A. 302(1).

(5) The shoreline elenment of a conprehensive plan and the
appl i cabl e devel opnent regul ati ons adopted by a county or city shall
take effect as provided in chapter 90.58 RCW

~-- END ---
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