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S-4065. 2

SENATE BI LL 6690

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin and Cke

Read first time 01/ 24/ 2000. Referred to Committee on State & Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to i ndependent conmm ssions to set salaries for city
and town nmayors and council nenbers, and county comm ssioners and
counci | menbers; anending RCW 35.22.200 and 36.17.020; adding a new
section to chapter 35.21 RCW adding a new section to chapter 36.17
RCW creating a new section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature hereby finds and decl ares
t hat :

(1) Article XXX, section 1 of the state Constitution permts
m dterm sal ary increases for nunicipal officers who do not fix their
own conpensati on;

(2) The Washington citizens’ comm ssion on salaries for elected

officials established pursuant to Article XXVIII, section 1 of the
state Constitution wth voter approval has assured that the
conpensation for state and county elected officials will be fair and

certain, while mnimzing the dangers of m dtermsal ary i ncreases bei ng
used to influence those officers in the performance of their duties;
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(3) The sane public benefits of independent salary comm ssions
shoul d be extended to the setting of conpensation of nunicipal elected
of ficers; and

(4) This act is intended to clarify the intent of the legislature
that existing state |aw authori zes:

(a) The establishnment of i ndependent salary comm ssions to set the
salaries of mayors, county conm ssioners, city council nmenbers, and
county counci | nenbers; and

(b) The authority of the voters of such cities, towns, and counties
to revi ew conm ssi on decisions to increase or decrease such sal ari es by
means of referendum

Sec. 2. RCW35.22.200 and 1965 ex.s. ¢ 47 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | egi sl ative powers of a charter city shall be vested in a mayor
and a city council, to consist of such nunber of nenbers and to have
such powers as may be provided for in its charter. The charter may
provide for direct |legislation by the people through the initiative and
ref erendum upon any matter within the scope of the powers, functions,
or duties of the city. The mayor and council and such other elective
officers as may be provided for in such charter shall be elected at
such tinmes and in such manner as provided in Title 29 RCW and for such
terms and shall perform such duties ((and—+ecerve—such—conpensation))
as nmay be prescribed in the charter, and shall receive conpensation in
accordance with the process or standards of a charter provision or
ordi nance which conforns with section 4 of this act.

Sec. 3. RCW36.17.020 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 4 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county legislative authority of each county or a county
conm ssioner or councilnmenber salary conm ssion which conforns with
section 5 of this act is authorized to establish the salaries of the
elected officials of the county. One-half of the salary of each
prosecuting attorney shall be paid by the state. The annual sal ary of
a county elected official shall not be less than the foll ow ng:

(1) In each county with a population of one mllion or nore
Auditor, clerk, treasurer, sheriff, nmenbers of the county |egislative
authority, and coroner, eighteen thousand dollars; assessor, nineteen
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t housand dollars; and prosecuting attorney, thirty thousand three
hundred dol | ars;

(2) In each county with a population of from two hundred ten
thousand to less than one mllion: Auditor, seventeen thousand six
hundred dollars; clerk, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars;
treasurer, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars; sheriff, nineteen
t housand five hundred dol | ars; assessor, seventeen t housand si x hundred
dol lars; prosecuting attorney, twenty-four thousand eight hundred
dol | ars; nmenbers of the county | egi sl ative authority, nineteen thousand
five hundred dollars; and coroner, seventeen thousand six hundred
dol | ars;

(3) In each county with a population of from one hundred twenty-
five thousand to | ess than two hundred ten thousand: Auditor, sixteen
t housand dol l ars; clerk, sixteen thousand dollars; treasurer, sixteen
t housand dollars; sheriff, seventeen thousand six hundred dollars;
assessor, sixteen thousand doll ars; prosecuting attorney, twenty-four
t housand eight hundred dollars; nenbers of the county Ilegislative
authority, seventeen thousand si x hundred dol | ars; and coroner, sixteen
t housand dol | ars;

(4) In each county with a popul ation of from seventy thousand to
| ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand: Auditor, fourteen thousand
nine hundred dollars; clerk, fourteen thousand nine hundred doll ars;
treasurer, fourteen thousand nine hundred dollars; assessor, fourteen
t housand ni ne hundred doll ars; sheriff, fourteen thousand ni ne hundred
dol l ars; prosecuting attorney, twenty-three thousand seven hundred
dol | ars; nmenbers of the county | egi slative authority, fourteen thousand
nine hundred dollars; and coroner, fourteen thousand nine hundred
dol | ars;

(5) I'n each county with a popul ation of fromforty thousand to | ess
than seventy thousand: Auditor, thirteen thousand eight hundred
dollars; clerk, thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars; treasurer
thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars; assessor, thirteen thousand
eight hundred dollars; sheriff, thirteen thousand eight hundred
dol l ars; prosecuting attorney, twenty-three thousand seven hundred
dol | ars; nmenbers of the county | egi slative authority, thirteen thousand
ei ght hundred dollars; and coroner, thirteen thousand eight hundred
dol | ars;

(6) I'n each county with a population of from eighteen thousand to
less than forty thousand: Auditor, twelve thousand one hundred
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dol l ars; clerk, twelve thousand one hundred dol |l ars; treasurer, twelve
t housand one hundred dollars; sheriff, twelve thousand one hundred
dol | ars; assessor, twelve thousand one hundred dollars; prosecuting
attorney in such a county in which there is no state university or
col |l ege, fourteen thousand three hundred dollars; in such a county in
which there is a state university or college, sixteen thousand five
hundred dollars; and nenbers of the county legislative authority,
el even thousand dol | ars;

(7) I'n each county with a population of from twelve thousand to
| ess than eighteen thousand: Auditor, ten thousand one hundred
dollars; clerk, ten thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, ten
t housand one hundred dollars; assessor, ten thousand one hundred
dol lars; sheriff, eleven thousand two hundred dollars; prosecuting
attorney, thirteen thousand two hundred dollars; and nenbers of the
county | egislative authority, nine thousand four hundred doll ars;

(8) I'n each county with a popul ation of fromeight thousand to | ess
than twel ve thousand: Auditor, ten thousand one hundred dollars;
clerk, ten thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, ten thousand one
hundred dol |l ars; assessor, ten thousand one hundred dollars; sheriff,
el even thousand two hundred dollars; prosecuting attorney, nine
t housand nine hundred dollars; and nmenbers of the county I|egislative
authority, seven thousand doll ars;

(9) In each county with a popul ation of fromfive thousand to | ess
t han ei ght thousand: Audi tor, nine thousand one hundred doll ars;
cl erk, nine thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, nine thousand one
hundred dol | ars; assessor, nine thousand one hundred doll ars; sheriff,
ten thousand five hundred dol |l ars; prosecuting attorney, nine thousand
ni ne hundred dol |l ars; and nenbers of the county | egislative authority,
si x thousand five hundred doll ars;

(10) In each other county: Audi tor, nine thousand one hundred
dollars; clerk, nine thousand one hundred dollars; treasurer, nine
t housand one hundred dollars; sheriff, ten thousand five hundred
dol | ars; assessor, nine thousand one hundred dollars; prosecuting
attorney, nine thousand ni ne hundred doll ars; and nenbers of the county
| egi sl ative authority, six thousand five hundred doll ars.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) Salaries for mayors and counci |l nenbers of towns and cities may
be set by myor and council salary comm ssions established in
accordance with city charter or by ordinance and in conformty with
this section.

(2) The nmenbers of such comm ssions:

(a) Shall be appointed by the mayor with approval of the city
counci | ;

(b) May not be appointed to nore than two terns;

(c) May only be renoved during their terns of office for cause of
i ncapacity, inconpetence, neglect of duty, or nmal feasance in office or
for a disqualifying change of residence; and

(d) May not include any officer, official, or enployee of the city
or town or any of their imediate famly nmenbers. "Imediate famly
menber" as used in this subsection neans the parents, spouse, siblings,
children, or dependent relatives of the officer, official, or enployee,
whet her or not living in the household of the officer, official, or
enpl oyee.

(3) Any change in salary shall be filed by the comm ssion with the
city clerk and shall beconme effective and incorporated into the city or
town budget w thout further action of the city council or salary
conmi ssi on.

(4) Salary increases established by the comm ssion shall be
effective as to the mayor and all nenbers of the city council,
regardl ess of their terns of office.

(5) Salary decreases established by the comm ssion shall becone
effective as to i ncunbent mayors and counci | nenbers at t he comrencenent
of their next subsequent terms of office.

(6) Salary increases and decreases shall be subject to referendum
petition by the people of the town or city in the sane manner as a city
ordi nance upon filing of such petition wth the city clerk within
thirty days after filing of the salary schedule. 1In the event of the
filing of a valid referendumpetition, the salary increase or decrease
shall not go into effect until approved by vote of the people.

(7) Referendum neasures under this section shall be submtted to
the voters of the city or town at the next follow ng general or
muni ci pal election occurring thirty days or nore after the petitionis
filed, and shall be otherw se governed by the provisions of the state
Constitution, city charter, and | aws general |y applicable to referendum
neasur es.
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(8) The action fixing the salary of a city or town mayor or
counci |l menber by a comm ssion established in conformty with this
section shall supersede any ot her provision of state statute or city or
town ordinance related to nunicipal budgets or to the fixing of
sal ari es of mayors and counci |l nenbers.

(9) Salaries for mayors and council nenbers established under an
ordi nance or charter provision in existence on the effective date of
this act that substantially conplies wwth this section shall remain in
effect unless and until changed in accordance with such charter
provi sion or ordi nance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 36.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Sal aries for county conmm ssioners and counci | mrenbers may be set
by county comm ssi oner and counci | nenber sal ary conm ssi ons est abl i shed
by ordi nance or resolution of the county legislative authority and in
conformty with this section.

(2) The nmenbers of such comm ssions:

(a) Shall be appointed by the county comm ssioner with approval of
the county |l egislative authority, or by a mpgjority vote of the board of
conmi ssi oners;

(b) May not be appointed to nore than two terns;

(c) May only be renoved during their terns of office for cause of
i ncapacity, inconpetence, neglect of duty, or nmal feasance in office or
for a disqualifying change of residence; and

(d) May not include any officer, official, or enployee of the

county or any of their imediate famly nenbers. "I medi ate famly
menber," as used in this subsection neans the parents, spouse,
siblings, children, or dependent rel atives of the officer, official, or
enpl oyee, whether or not living in the household of the officer,

official, or enployee.

(3) Any change in salary shall be filed by the comm ssion with the
county auditor and shall becone effective and incorporated into the
county budget wthout further action of the county |egislative
authority or salary conm ssion.

(4) Salary increases established by the comm ssion shall be
effective as to county conm ssioners and all nenbers of the county
| egislative authority, regardless of their terns of office.
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(5) Salary decreases established by the comm ssion shall becone
effective as to incunbent county conm ssioners and council nenbers at
t he comencenent of their next subsequent terns of office.

(6) Salary increases and decreases shall be subject to referendum
petition by the people of the county in the sanme nmanner as a county
ordi nance upon filing of such petition with the county auditor within
thirty days after filing of the salary schedule. 1In the event of the
filing of a valid referendumpetition, the salary increase or decrease
shall not go into effect until approved by vote of the people.

(7) Referendum neasures under this section shall be submtted to
the voters of the county at the next follow ng general or nunicipa
el ection occurring thirty days or nore after the petitionis filed, and
shal | be otherw se governed by the provisions of the state Constitution
and | aws generally applicable to referendum neasures.

(8 The action fixing the salary of a county comm ssioner or
counci |l menber by a comm ssion established in conformty with this
section shall supersede any other provision of state statute or county
ordi nance related to nmunici pal budgets or to the fixing of sal aries of
county conmm ssioners and counci | nenbers.

(9) Salaries for county conmm ssioners and council nmenbers
est abl i shed under an ordi nance or resolution of the county | egislative
authority in existence on the effective date of this act that
substantially conplies with this section shall remain in effect unless

and until changed in accordance with such charter provision or
or di nance.
NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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